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CHAPTER I 



Ih the year 1600, more than a century after 
the discovery of the New World, the Por- 
tuguese visited Barbados; and about five 
years subsequent to that event, it was taken 
possesfflon o^ in the name of our King James, 
by Captain Cataline ; but it was Captain 
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Powell wIlo laid the foundation of James 
Town, twenty years after the viat of the 
fonner gentleman ; since which it has con- 
tinued la the posseasion of the fiaglish, and 
is generally allowed to be the most ancient of 
uur Western colonies. 

This island, thoagh less beautiful in its 
localities than Grenada, Trinidad, and 
others, has many claims to our admiration ; 
and it is here that voyagers from Britain, are 
generally first greeted by the sight of Creoles, 
palm trees, and the luxuriant vegetation of 
the tropics. Carlisle Bay is not comparable 
to the Gulf of Paria, nor is Bridgetown any 
thing like Port of Spain ; but in sailing into 
the former, manypleasiog objects attract the 
attention ; and the traveller through the 
island, which perhaps I ought to state is 
about twenty miles in length, and fourteen 
in breadth, may be pleased with a variety of 
picturesque scenes. There itj but little land 
uncultivated, and though perhaps not as fer- 
tile as formerly, when it was considered the 
most productive of the colonies, bears not 
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the appearance of neglect viable in the 
beautiful ralleys of Trinidad, 
• One thing greatlj in favour of Barbados 
is, that its climate being more temperate, it 
is less iatal to Europeans than Jamaica. 

That some idea may be formed of its gene- 
ral appearance in the year 1700, 1 quote the 
following description from the work of the 
Rev. Father Labat. 

" I left Martinique the 2nd of September 
in a bark called la Trompeuse, handsome, 
large, and a very good sailer, that was to 
touch at Barbados, the most considerable of 
the English Antilles, and unquestionably the 
richest and the best peopled. The 3rd we saw 
the Pitons of St. Lucie. These are two large, 
round and pointed mountains, sufficientlynear 
to one another, which render this island very 
easy to recognise. We gained in tacking and 
on the 4th at seven o'clock iii the morning 
anchored in Carlisle Bay, opposite Bridge- 
town, that Is the capital of Barbados. We 
anchored at a hundred paces or thereabouts 
frora the little Western Fort at eight fathoms 
B 3 
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4 SARBiDOS. 

depth of irnter. Scarce bad we saluted tiie 
shore with five gunfi, when the Harbour 
Master came on board of our TesseL He ez- 
amined our passports, enquired into the 
object of our voyage, and offered us all of 
which we stood in need. 

" He was with a clei^yman, who had been a 
prisoT^er at Martinique dunng the last war, 
and to whom we had rendered service : he 
recognised me, embraced, and shewed me 
much kindness. The English merchant, for 
whom we made the voyage, appeared, and 
spoke to the harbour master and to the clergy- 
man, and after we had given them plenty to 
drink and little to eat, they went on shore 
with the master of the bark, and promised 
to come back and fetch me, to shew me the 
town. They gave them a salute of five guns. 
The parson and the merchant returned on 
board at four o'clock in the afternoon. I was 
dressed in a manner, that without masking 
myself entirely, I did not appear quite what 
I was ; less from necessity, than to avoid 
being followed by children and the rabble, 
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who do not often see birds of my plumage. 
These gentlemen conducted me to the resi- 
dence of the Gaverndr, whom we did not 
find ; the Major, who received us very 
politely, asked me if I had any private affairs 
in the Island, and offered me very obligingly 
his interest, and that of the Governor. I 
told him that I was going to Grenada, but 
that I was overjoyed to find this opportunity 
of seeing an island like Barbados, the inha- 
bitants of which were esteemed every where, 
and that I was persuaded by the manner ia 
which he received me, that what I had heard 
say, was far below what it was in reality. 
*' Thereupon they brought beer, pipes, and 
different sorts of wine. I could easily per- 
ceive, that the Major made use of an inter- 
preter in speaking to me, only from stateliness 
or ceremony, and that he understood French 
perfectly well ; that obliged me to be upon 
my guard, and it is a caution that 1 feel 
obliged to give to all my countrymen when 
they are among foreigners, in order that their 
rivaoity and indiscretion, may not lead them 
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6 BARBADOS. 

to coiuAiit faults that are often attended with 
unpleasant consequenct:8. I took the pipe 
that was presented to me, altho' I nerer 
smoked, it would be an unpoliteness to refuse 
it ; and I put it to mj mouth from time to 
tima 

" The clergyman related to the company 
what we had done for him, when he was a 
prisoner ; that procured me a great many 
compliments ; at last, he hegged me to go 
and spend some days with him at Spikestown, 
where waa his residence and his family. We 
went out late with the Major. Our 
Merchant conducted us to his house where 
we supped, and where he obliged me to take 
a room during my stay in the island. 

"I remained almost all the next day, which 
was Sunday, in the house ; the curiosity of 
seeing a white friar attracted many people 
there, and I had the complaisance to shew 
myself in my entire ordinary dress, that is to 
say, with my black and white clothes. In 
the evening we went to the promenade. 

"Monday the 6th they gave me an officer 
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to conduct; me aad shew me the town, for our 
merchant was occupied in the unlading of 
the bark. The town is handsome and suffi- 
riently large, its streets are straight, clean, 
and well traced. The houses are well built, 
in the taste of those in England, with a good 
many glass windows, and are magniflcentlj 
furnished ; in a word, all has there an air of 
neatness, of politeness, and opulence, that 
one does not find at all in the other islands, 
and that it would be difficult to meet dse- 
where. 

" The Guildhall is very handsome, and vay 
well ornamented. The shops and the mer- 
chants' st(»%3 are filled with all that one can 
wish from every part of the world. One sees 
numbers of Goldsmiths, of Jewellers, nf 
Watchmaker^, and other artisans who wOTk 
a great deal, and who appear. much at their 
ease, therefore is carried on there the most 
considerable trade of America. They 
maintain that the air of the town is not good, 
and that the swamp that is near it, renders 
the place unhealthy ; it is what hpwever I 
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did not remark in the complexion of the ia- 
habitants, which is fine, and especially that of 
the women ; eveiy part swamia with children ; 
for eveiy body is married, and ihe women 
are very prolific. It is taie that the yellow 
fever carries off a great many people, but 
that is common to them as with the French, 
the Dutch, Portuguese, and other Europeans 
who inhabit America. 

" I'uesday 7th Sept. we mounted on horse- 
back at ten o'clock, the Major, the merchant, 
the officer who accompanied me the day be- 
fore, and myself, and we went to salute the 
Governor, who was at hia country house, tfto 
diort leagues from the town. He received 
me very politely, and retained me to dinner 
with the Major; the two others returned 
home. I have forgotten his name. They called 
him my Lord. I believe that means Mon- 
seigneur. He had studied in Paris, spoke 
French very correctly, he was extremely 
polite, altho' he was sufficiently reserved, and 
sustained his character with haughtiness. 
He had a dinner like that of a Prince, we 
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were eight at table, they directed to attend 
upon me a negro who spoke French, and be- 
sides that, an interpreter stood by my side. 

" The dinner was of long doration, but they 
bad the goodness not to press me to drink. 
They talked a great deal of the preceding 
war, of our colonies, and of our manufiictures. 
Mr. Stapelton was at this repast, he has since 
been Governor of Nevis, and was killed by 
drunkards in that island. I made acquaint- 
ance with him, he spoke French very well, and 
he had had time to learn the language, having 
been five or six years a prisoner in the Bas- 
tlle, he availed himself of that time to studf 
mathematics, in which he had made conside- 
rable progress. - I passed the day very agree- 
ably, and the Major condacted me back to 
town in the evening. 

" The Government house is about three 
hundred paces from the seashore, it is mag- 
nificent, and very well furnished, there is a 
cabinet of books upcm every kind of subject, 
vwy well selected, and in good order. The 
lauding place, which is opposite, is defended 
B 5 
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10 BARBADOS. 

by a battery of six guns, with a guard house 
and an ititrenchoient. I found at our mer- 
chant's, the clei^man of Spikestown. He 
conducted me to his house the next day with 
pur merchant, and another of their friends. 
He had a horse brought for me. 

" We set off at eight o'clock, after having 
taken chocolate with milk ; we dined at a 
merchant's in Jamestown. It is a handsome 
town, before which is a bay sufficiently deep, 
that is defended by two batteries, that to the 
eastward, which is a masked one, consists of 
twenty six pieces of heavy ordinance, and 
that to the westward of six pieces. Half 
way from Government house to Jamestown, 
there is a very long intrenchment on the sea- 
shore, it is of masonry, and very needful in 
that place, because the rocks are covered 
witli sufficient depth of water, to be navigable 
for boats and other flat bottomed vessels, of 
which people might make use to effect a 
descent. One finds also a creek or small . 
bay, about half way from Jamestown to 
Spikestown, the anchorage of which is com- . 
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modious enough for barges and other small 
veaaels, defended by a battery of three gunsi 
with an intrenchment on each side. People 
reckon two leagues and a half from James- 
town to Spikestown. It is a very pretty 
little town, the houses of which are well 
built, the streets straight and broad, and 
where there are a good many Stores and 
public houses. The bay appeared to me a 
good half league in breadth, and a good deal 
more in profundity. Ships may anchor 
there in twelve, ten, eight, and six fathoms, 
and are sufficiently sheltered from the winds, 
except those that blow from the westward. 
The two points which form it are defended 
by two masked batteries, that of the east 
consists of sixteen, and that to the west of 
twelve guns. We were perfectly well re- 
ceived by the clergyman's wife and family, 
which consisted of three children, two boys 
and a girl, the eldest so,n was twelve or thir- 
teen years of age, and the daughter who 
was the youngest nine years old. All these 
children spoke French, their mother is of 
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12 BjLBBADOB. 

iionaaady, and their father, son of a French- 
man. 

'' We renuuned all Thursday at Spikestonu ; 
Frida/ we went to dine at a town, three 
leagues distance, at a French refugee's, who 
received me perfectlj well It seemed to me 
that they called it ^nt Jean, there is a small 
bay formed by breakers, which advance iai 
into the sea, barks and other small vessels 
may anchor there in two or three fathoms. 
There is a battery of eight guns. I observed 
OQ our return to Spikestown in the evening, 
a small bight, about half way, that is de- 
fended by a battery of three guoa. The 
town of St. Jean is at the extremity of 
Basseterre. I should have been very glad 
to make the tour of the island, and to return 
by Cabesterre to Bridgetown, but the thing 
was not possible. 

" I wished to return toBridgetown onSatur- 
day with our merchant, who departed long 
before daylight, to ^o and complete the lad- 
ing of our bark ; but our host prayed me so 
earnestly to remain till Sunday aftwnoon, 



N Google 
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that I could aot refuse him ; so I passed all 
Saturday i^the enTirom of Spikestown, in 
paying visits, and in walking with the clergj- 
man. 

" Sunday the 12th he was occupied all the 
morning at his church, and after we had 
diuedjit was found too late to depart. This 
delay did not give me much concern ; besides 
being in good company, I had the pleasure 
of seeing ia the afternoon, the review of the 
Cavalry and lo&ntry of the district, that is 
to say, if I mistake not, of the quarter ; for 
all the island is divided into districts ; but 
J know not their limits, nor their extent. 
There were four troops of cavalry, from a 
hundred to a hundred and twenty masters 
each, all well mounted and well armed, with 
kettle drums and trumpets. The officers 
were in red uniform, with lai^e gold 
lace, and white plumes. The in&ntry was 
also in four companies, which made together 
a little more than two hundred men, well 
armed enough, but who appeared only like 
the servants of the cavalry men ; therefore 
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they were composed but of overseers, labor- 
ers, and poor inhabitants; for*lI the rich, 
who are in great numbers, get themselves into 
the cavalry. One easily perceives without 
my saying it, that these troops are but militia. 
They are all enrolled. The rank of the officer 
always precedes their names ; thus they say, 
Colonel such a one, Major so and so, &c. 
People told me that there were in the island, 
six rtgiments of cavalry, which formed nearly 
three thousand men; and ten of infantry 
that amounted to five thousaud men or 
thereabouts. 

" The number of negro slaves in tliis L^land, 
is very considerable ; they told me that 
there were more than sixty thousand of them . 
i doubt it ; however according to what I saw 
between Bridgetown and St. John's, and 
supposing there may be in proportion at 
Oabesterre, where I have not been, I believe 
there may well he forty thousand or there- 
about, which is an exorbitant number for an 
island like Barbados, which is no more al- 
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BABBADOS. 15 

together than from twenty five to twenty 
eight leagues in circumference. 

" People maintain that the English dis^ 
covered Barbados, and that they were es- 
tablished there from the year 1627, that one 
of their ships returning from Brasil, where 
according to appearances, it went to make an 
incursion, was driven by a storm on the 
coai^t of this island, which having made re- 
port to its masters of the discovery, they 
immediately sent out a colony, that made the 
establishment that one sees at the present 
day, but I can hardly believe that it is so 
andent, for it is certain that one of the 
French and the English at St. Christopher is 
unquestionably the iirst that these two na- 
tions have had in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
yet it was only formed in 1627. 

" Be that as it may, for the time of the 
establishment of the English in Barbados, it- 
is certain that their colony is very rich, and 
very flourishing, that all the island is dis- 
covered, cleared and cultivated, that the 
forests with which it was covered have been 
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long cut down and consumed. The; grew 
there formerly a great deal of tobacco. They 
afterwards cultivated Giuger and Indigo. 
Tbey still plant cotton in some places, but 
Sugar is now almost the sole object to which 
they adhere. The sugar that they make 
at Barbados is very fine. 

*' They have wind mills and cattle miil^. As 
for watermills, we must sot speak of them 
at Barbados, there are no rivers to turn 
them, and water is sometimes more scarce 
and dearer than wine and beer. I have 
often seen at Guadaloupe English Barks from 
Antigua and other places that came to load 
with water from our river, for private persons 
who were in want of it, or for ships which 
were to return to Europe. This defect of 
water is common to all the £uglish islands 
^cept St. Christopher, and causes them great 
inconvenience, especially at Barbados, where 
they are reduced to the necessity of pre- 
serving rain water in pools and ponds, some 
of which are natural, and others artificial, 
but of whatever kind they may be, the 
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^ABBADOS. 17 

vater in them is soon comiptai by the heat 
of the sun, by the crabs that are drowned 
in them, by the cattle that drink there, by 
the Negros Trho never miss bathing in them 
KS often as they can, and by the clothes that 
they wash in them. There are others of 
them who preserve the rain water in casks, 
in large earthen utensils of the country, or 
jars that come from Europe ; for they use 
every means to procure water and to pre- 
serve it. It is a pity that an island so fine, 
and so populous, and well cultivated, has 
this inconvenience. 

*' The estates or plantations, as they are 
called, are much smaller in proportion than 
they are in the French islands ; and one 
ought not to be surprised at that ; the is- 
land is not lai:ge, and has a good many inha- 
bitants ; ground is required for every body, 
that's the reason of their having little of it, 
and that it is very dear. The housra that 
are on the plantations are yet better built 
than those in the towns ; they are large, 
well laid out, have glass windows, the dis- 
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tribution of the apartments is convenient and 
well understood. They are almost all ac- 
corapanied with handsome avenues of tama- 
ind, or large orange, that we call Shaddock 
trees, or other trees that give a cool air, and 
render the houses quite cheerful. One ob- 
serves the opulence and the good taste of the 
inhabitants in their furnitures, which are 
magnificent, and in their plate, of which thej 
have all considerable quantities, so that if 
an enemy took this i^nd, that article alone 
would be as good as the prize of their Gal' 
leons and something more, and this enter- 
prise is not so difScuIt as people may imagine ; 
but for an unfortunate vessel that put into 
Martinique at the time that M. de Ghau- 
teaurenault was ready to leave it with hia 
squadron and our Buccaneers, and Creoles* 
in 1702, for the purpose of going to Barba- 
dos, it is certain that this island would have 
changed its master, the aim was sure, and 
the measures they had taken were infallible ; 
but he deemed it his duty to go in search of 
the Galleons; nevertheless he will permit 
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me to say that he would have done much 
better to take Barbados, than to go and con- 
duct Galleons to Vigo, where they became 
the prey of our enemies ; but patience, what 
is deferred is perhaps not lost. 

" The Englbh take usually but one meal a 
day, unless they have foreigners in their 
house, they do not even think of supping, 
and that for two reasons ; the first, because 
they are accustomed to the direct contrary ; 
and the second, because they begin their 
dinner very late, that is to say, towards two 
o'clock, and if they are ever so few in com- 
pany, this meal lasts always till very late at 
night ; so that it is not possible to drink and 
to eat, after one has performed that exercise 
during four or fire hours continuance. 

" They eat a great deal of meat and little 
bread, their tables are very well supplied, 
they have good cooks, very handsome table 
linen, much arrangement and neatness. Per- 
sons of distinction have live partridges 
brought from Europe, and preserve them in 
aviaries, as we do in our Islands in regard to 
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turtle dores ; one may say, that oa this 
article there are no people who enter into 
greater expense, or who carry fiirther, care 
and attention, to procure what there is of the 
best and most rare in foreign countries, even 
the most remote. One always finds at their 
houses wines and liquors of every sort, and 
they fed it a pleasure that those to whom 
they have given dinner, may not easily be 
able to find their way home again. It is to 
prevent the accidents that might happen to 
them, if the roads were had, that they take 
most particulu: care to keep them in good 
repair. Those of Leogane in the western 
part of St. Domingo, which assuredly are 
v&j fine, do not come near to those of 
Barbados. 

"Their sugar houses are large, well laid out, 
and extremely clean. They take care to 
have the huts of the negros laid out quite 
straight and uniform, that costs nothing, and 
has a very good effect, which added to the 
beauty of the houses, and to the great num- 
ber which there are of them, from the sea 
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shore to the buildings nearest to the centre 
of the island, forms a perspective with which 
the eje is enchanted, when one is on the sea 
at a raasonable distance for distinguishing 
objects easily. 

"Some of the inhabitants of Barbados 
emploj their slaves in spinning cotton, and 
in making hammocks. Those beds are made 
with iour weavings or with five, if one re- 
quires them in that manner. The cloth is 
perfectly well crossed, even, strong, and 
handsome. That which they make at Mar- 
tinique does not come near to it. Notwith- 
standing, the Garib hammocks are more 
comfortable than those, because being all of 
one piece, the cloth of which they are com- 
posed gives equally throughout, instead of 
which, those formed of many weavings can- 
not do so, because the seams are always 
stiffer than the rest of the cloth ; 1 bought 
two of them that I obtained cheap enough ; 
if I had been a merchant I could have made 
a considerable profit in purchasing a number 
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of these hammocks which are much Bought, 
and very dear at our islands. 

" I purchased besides a deal of spice, that 
is to say, of cinnamon, of cloves, of pepper, 
and nutmeg, for the use of our houses ; they 
could not be better, or cheaper. 

"Monday 13th September I left Spikes- 
town, with the clergyman, well satisfied with 
my excursion, and overwhelmed with the 
civilities of his £imily and friends, who 
came to wish me a good voyage. We dined 
at Jamestown as we had done in coming, 
and we arrived very late at Bridgetown, hav- 
ing remained a long time at table, and rode 
very gently, in order that I might be able to 
contemplate more at leisure this fine country, 
that I felt a regret in quitting. 

" On arriving 1 learnt that they expected to 
complete the lading of our bark during the 
night, or early next morning, and that we 
might be able to sail in the evening, or 
early the following day. I sent for some 
French books that I had on hoard the bark. 
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which I presented to the QoTemor at taking 
leave of his Lordship. This little present 
gave him pleasure, he thanked me for it in 
very elegant and polite terms, and made me 
many offers of service. 

" I went afterwards to see the Major,'some 
officers who had accompanied me, and the 
merchants to whom I had been directed. I 
also purchased some pieces of Ascot 
and white camlet, and printed calicos to 
make han^ngs and counterpanes for beds. 
I found that in spite of the abundance of 
money that is stirring in Barbados, all goods 
were much cheaper there, than in our 
islands. 

" At last having finished all our affairs, and 
thanked our friends, I embarked on Thurs- 
day, 15th September, at eight o'clock in the 
morning. I found that my Lord Governor 
had sent me a pipe of canary wine, with a 
small chest of very excellent chocolate and 
Curagoa. Our merchants and the clergyman 
also made me presents of live poultry, with two. 
pies and two hams, ready cooked, preserves. 
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fruita, Madeira wine, heet and cider in 
quantities. 

" We saluted our friends, ivho conducted us 
on board, fritlt five guns, and the town with 
as many, when we set sail at three o'clock in 
the afternoon : for it may be well imagined 
that we did not separate without drinking. I 
remarked also two anchorages behind the £as- 
teraFoint, that forms the Ba; of Carlisle, which 
are defended by two batteries. That most 
to the Eastward is of six guns a Barbette, and 
that which follows it is amerlonE^ and only 
of four guns. 

" The public will excuse me from saying 
in what manner I obtained the plan of 
Barbados that I give. It is certain that he 
who shewed it me, had no desire at all 
that I should take a copy of it ; but I 
managed so well that he left it with me in 
the eveDing on retiring, and I copied it during 
the night. 

" I have seen exactly all the Leeward Side, 
from Carlisle Point to the town of St. John, 
and I can assure that in 1 700, in the mouth 



ji-vGooglc 



BABBiDOS. S5 

of Septeml)er, thiogs were in the state that 
I have depicted them. There may have bees 
changes since that time, the English may 
have augmeDted their batteries, and made 
intrenchments in places the weakest, and 
the most exposed, and it is what I am ignorant 
of. I did not see the windward sid^ there- 
fore can say nothing of it."* 

This account, compared with its present 
state, leads tomany serious reflections ; though 
we may indulge a smile at the writer's re- 
marks OQ the pos^ble, or probable, capture 
of Barbados ; his opinion that it was not so 
difficult to effect as might be imagined ; and 
his censure of the French Admiral for re- 
linquishing an enterprise, the success of 
which appeared to him certain, inasmuch that, 
if undertaken at the time, Barbados would 
hare changed masters ; but he adds, " What 
is deferred, is, perhaps, not lost." Were the 
good Father now living he would retract his 

* This IB & Terr literal translation, but designed^ 
BO in order to preserve the qoaint -style of die old 
French Author. 
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words, for, as I before observed, Bince the 
first settlement at Barbados it has only ac- 
kDovledgedtheswayof Great Britain, whilst 
all the other of our West Indian colonies 
bj treaties or otherwise, have parsed under 
the domination of different European powers. 
The awful and destructive hurricane, which 
occurred about eighty years after Labat's 
visit, devastated the whole colony, and then, 
when fifty more had elapsed, and the island 
had recovered from its destructive effects, 
another, in 1831, caused a renewal of the 
desolation, and subsequently, though the loss 
has been less extensive, in 1836 and 1837; 
the latter preceded by a dreadful conflagra- 
tion, or more properly to explain, how severely 
the island was afflicted by puldic calamity, I 
should 6tote that, in the short space of seven- 
teen days, two hurricanes and a fire spread 
their resistless destruction over country and 
eea ; for the ruin and loss sustained by the 
vessels in the bay, and on the coast, is almost 
incredible, and many years must elapse ere 
the remembrance of such scenes is effaced. 
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But enongh of prelimiaary remarkd, I feax 
I have been too prolix and will therefore en- 
treat my readers to suppose me landed at 
Bridgetown, on the thirtieth of October, early 
in the morning, and hastening to obtain 
breakfast, after which, duty called me first 
to the Barracks, then to the Adjutint Gene- 
ral's oMce. Then the Lieai General, com- 
manding the forces, had to be waited on, 
with whose family I dined ; thus finishing 
my first day at Barbados. 

This island is divided into eleven parishes 
called 



Christ Church, 


St. George, 


St Andrew, 


St Joseph, 


St. John, 


St Lucy, 


St. James, 


St Michael 


St. Philip, 


St Peter, 


St. Thomaa. 





all of which I visited though not all which 
I shall describe at length ; but pursue the 
same plan of journalizing, as in my endea- 
vour to paint sketches of the other island^ 
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and commenee with the principal tewp sear 
which I had mj qoarters allotted. 

Biidgetown, which contains a population 
of 25,000, is about two miles in extent, 
though regarded irom the hay it appears 
much more considerable, and to quote the 
words of the author of Four Years' Residence 
in the West Indies, " the beautiful clusters 
of palm and cocoa trees, which are seen, 
ever and anon rising amongst the houses, give 
it a very pretty and interesting appearance. 
The harbour, too, is one scene of life and 
bustle ; — a little fleet lying in the bay, and 
a frigate with its lofty masts o'ertopping 
those of the surrounding ships, and waving 
its long pennant in the sunbright air : — 
vessels lately arrived, with all their colours 
flying ; and one or two under full sail, tack- 
ing about the mouth of the harbour, and 
endeavouring to make good their entrance ; 
boats too in "number numberless;" and 
sloops, and schooners, and canoes : — mingled 
rounds — the hallooing of sailors, the clang- 
ing of cable chains, the rattling of cordage 
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and the merry song of the watermeD, a3 they 
towed immense dats, laden with sogar, to the 
ships that were to take them bu" 

Such is the cheerfol scene often presented 
to the Tojager on his approach to Bridegtown, 
and, unless his imaginaUcKL is verj soaring 
he will be satisfied. Having stud thus much 
of its general appearance from the sea — we 
will enter the town, of which the like re- 
Toaxks maj be made. If no splendid speci- 
mens of architecture are found in the 
buildings, but few faults are discernible ; and 
some of the streets are uniform and hand- 
some. The cathedral is spacious, but is &x 
surpassed in beauty by the two churches 
which have been erected within the last 
few years. Trafalgar Square, contuning 
Nelson's monument, presets a neat ap- 
pearance, and is a subject of great pride to 
the Barbadians, who declare, that though, 
perhaps not equal in extent, or beauty to the 
Tra&Igar Square of London, the inhabitants 
of Utile EngUmd may pride themselres upon 
faa^ng a priority of thirty years in date ; 
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and in setting an example of honor to the 
memory of the illastrious naval hero. Lon- 
don must yield this credit to the colonies, 
and could the good people of Barbados read 
the remarks upon meagre fountains, pedestals 
^thout statues, &c. &c., they would exult 
still more orer their own &Torite spot^ 

That part called Fontabell^ combines the 
advantages of town and country, and is 
prettily ornamented with gardens, in which 
a^re seen ' the Mango, the Shaddock, the 
orange, the ^pe or forbidden fruit, with the 
grape vine, the bell appH or water lemon 
vine, and the beautiful noyau vine, mingled 
with and illumined by sweet scented roses, 
fragrant Jasmin, and various shrubs and 
flowers. A similar combination of loveliness 
is enjoyed at Pilgrim House, the Ciovemor's 
residence, whilst at the government secre- 
tary's office and in an orchard opposite to 
Beccles' spring, were in 1843, Bread fruit 
trees in full bearing. A smile would relax 
the features of a Scotchman as he compared 
the houses of this little city, built princi-: 
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pallj of wood, and which are seldom raised 
above two stories, with the loftj OQes of his 
own capital ; whilst the wooden balconies 
round most of &wi would cause la maiadta 
da pays, to the inhabitant of Swibzeiland. 

The public buildings are good ; the jail 
spacious, airj, and w^ regulated as to in- 
terior arrangements ; the prisoners being 
classified and preperiy attended to in erei; 
respect .Opposite to the jail is the Court, 
or House of Asseml^.j', a fine and large build- 
ing. 

The Gommissaiiat Office is in tlie Square 
but nearly all the other Government estab- 
lishments are situated in the neighbourhood 
of the Garrison of St Ann, which may justly 
be styled the pride of Barbados. A good 
road, about two mUes in length, leads to the 
Barracks, which are very commodious,, both 
for officers and men, with galleries extend- 
ing in front ; the mess-room is large and 
convenient, and the parade ground is not 
surpassed by any in the West Indies. This 
last is the Hyde Park of Little England* 
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and often presents quite as animated a scene 
as the one of which it is the humble prototype 
- — in Greai England, }f est to St. Ann's comes, 
in beauty and interest, Codrington Golle^, 
which stands on the boirders of Scotland, near 
the sea. Its situation is, comparatively, low, 
but the buildings are handsome, the apart- 
ments spacious, and the gardens and premises 
exceedingly pretty, enlivened and refreshed 
by streams ^ding through them. These 
streams produce water cresses in abundance. 
The episcopal palace stands upon the rock of 
Gibraltar; and the race course is situated 
near a small eminraice, called Highgate, 
Where it not for the difference of scenery 
and inhabitant^ an Engli^man might almost 
fancy himself in bis native country ; for 
Hastings, Worthing, Bath, &c,, &c., surround 
him ; besides many other names, which con- 
stantly remind of him of home. 

Bridgetown, besides the race course previ- 
ously mentioned, can boast a theatre, which 
is often visited by comedians from America ; 
and one recently constructed by private 
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sabscriptioQ, at St Ann's, where there is 
much amusement, not only for the garrison, 
butformanjofthetown^eople,whocontribute 
their assistance. This building is large, the 
decorations handsome, and the performances 
reflect great credit on the company ; the 
characters being, generally, more than cre- 
ditably SGStaiued. The commercial rooms 
command a beautiful view of Carlisle Bay, 
the shipping, the carenage, and the eignai 
staff, at Fort Charles, the entrance of the bay. 
All the English and Colonial papers are 
taken, and officers of both army and navy 
have ^ee admission. 

The late gen^^ Sir Lionel Smith, more 
than ten years since, established a library 
for the garrison at St. Ann's, to which many 
dGcers in other colonies subscribe. It contains 
a choice collection of books, maps, periodi- 
cals, and journals; which, with a billiard table, 
form a great source of amusement in a 
climate where, of necessity, much time must 
be passed within doors, or in some place 
shaded from the heat of the sun. 
c 5 



N Google 



<34 MfiBAGOS.' 

Besides the commercial rooms before men* 
tioned, Bridgetown can boast of a literary 
association, and a church library, situated 
next the central school, and nearly opposite 
Queen's house ; to which may be added 
the juvenile library. 

For the comfort of travellers and the 
luxurious, there are several good hotels and 
a constant supply of ice ; which last is 
brought from America. Ice creams, and 
water ices may be procured at the establish- 
ment in High street, as reasonably as in 
London, or Paris. In such a climate this is 
a great luxury, and one in which Barbados 
possesses a superiority over every other colony ; 
for though Trinidad and English Guiana are 
occasionally supplied, Bridgetown alone has 
an establishment. Nor is this the only 
luxury this island can boast for the epicure. 
The flying fish, one of the most delicate of the 
finny tribe, is abundant during the season ; 
but at no other of the windward or 
leeward colonies can it be procured ; though 
it is natural to suppose it is near the coasts. 
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One wa3 found in the mouth of a man of war 
bird, shot at Tobago. 

A well organized police force ensures 
perfect order and tranquillity throughout 
the island ; the redundant population 
of which renders the . utmost vigilance 
essential ; though the inhabitants, generally, 
including the familiea of the emancipated 
E^ves, appear peaceably and well disposed. 

It has been observed that Barbados is 
more densely peopled than any part of the 
world in proportion to its size and extent, 
China, perhaps, alone excepted : and as no 
emigration takes place this population may 
be expected to increase from year to year. 
I^ occasionally, a few of the labouring class 
remove to Demerara, Trinidad or elsewhere, 
it is but to earn a little money, which aim 
accomplished, they return to their cherished 
home. Perhaps it is surprising that the 
lower orders should be so attached to this 
colony, where all the lands are occupied, 
considering that in others there is much 
waste, only requiring a little industry to 
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render them, in many respects, better off ; 
Trhllst there exists so much competition for 
emjdoyment at Barbados, that wages must be 
comparatively low. 

In speakiDg of the garrison of St. Ann's 
Mr. Coleridge is rather severe upon what he 
styles the farce of reading the prayers i& 
the open air, on the parade ground, and he 
says his opinion was shared by many. How 
the beautifiil liturgy of the church, read by 
a clergyman, to a congregation of attentive 
soldiers, or a hymn of thanksgiving, poiu'ed 
forth under the canopy of the Heavens whose 
maker they wordiipped, could be a farce, I 
will not attempt to decide, but that practice 
has long ceased,and a barrack room fitted with 
a pulpit for the minister, benches for the sol- 
diers, and chairs for the ladies and their 
families, serves for the temple of worship, 
tm a church can be erected. Another room 
is, in like manner, appropriated foi: the Ro- 
man Catholics amongst the military, who 
attend and join in the service performed by 
a priest of their own church. 
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For comfort and health erer^ coareaience 
is afforded, sea t>athiiig, jetties, and wooden 
houses being placed at convenient distances 
over the 5ea> extending to Fontabelle, 
the villages of Hastings a&d Worthing 
and all open to the public These bathing 
houses form a groat source of comfort and 
health to the town, and it is to be hoped an 
establishment for fresh, warm, or tepid baths, 
similar to those in Guadaloupe and Mar- 
tinique, will soon be fonne<], as an addition 
to the luznrj above named. 

But all the comforts and amusements of 
Barbados must sink into indgnificance before 
the Ladies' Association for the relief of the 
indigent, sick, and infirm ; an institution 
that has been productive of infinite good ; 
and banished, or at least prevented, mendi- 
city. It is entirely conducted by ladies who 
fill the various offices of secretary, treasurer, 
&C. and who, like the aceurs de ckarite, de- 
vote their time and resources to the allevia- 
tion of suffering humanity. The funds of 
this fine institution are supported by volun- 
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tary donations from the inhabitants, the 
Governor, and all the general officers and 
their families ; and by an annual bazaar, 
which never fails to be highly productive. 
By these funds the poor, who are unable to 
work, are provided with an asylum and well 
maintained ; whilst persons out of employ- 
ment are assisted to procure it, and relieved 
from immediate distress. A. virat to this 
institution, and a nght of the comforts dis- 
pensed in the meals and lodging, is a most 
gratifying sight, serving to ronse feelings 
which render us better in the sight of God, 
and happier in ourselves. * 

If other colonies in the West Indies have 
not adopted the same method of providing 
for their helpless poor, it is presumed some 
different measures are pursued to effect such 
a no less salutary, than benevolent object, be- 

* This charitable establishment has now continued 
improTing for twenty one yeara, and must therefore 
have been commenced under the goTeTament of the 
late General Sir Henry Warde, and ehould be re- 
corded Bs one of the most imfiortant and happy events 
of his admiiuBtration. 
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cause, neither before nor since slave eman- 
cipation, have bazars been seen publicly 
asking charity, at least not Id the Windward 
or Leeward British islands. That there was 
no mendicity during the time of slavery can 
easily be imagined, for the greater part of 
the poor, being slaves, where supported by 
their masters whether St or unfit for em- 
ployment, but subsequent to that event when 
all being free, none of them could claim 
gratnitous support, the indigent, sick, and 
infirm, have been and still are kept from 
want. This rejects the greatest credit on 
the West India population generally. 

Intelligence of all kinds is disseminated 
through the whole of the colonies and parts 
of the united kingdom, by means of six 
newspapers, which are published every week 
in Barbados, and from its geographical po- 
sition information, &om North and South 
America is easily obtained by the editors. 
Were it not for this circumstance wa might 
be puzzled to conceive how materials for six 
journals could be found in a place of audi 
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small extent. These papers are distin- 
gviished by the names of The Barbadian, 
BarbadoB Globe, Barbados Mercury, The 
Liberal, The Standard, the West Indian, 
which may be seen in different parts of the 
world, and in London may be procured of 
Mr. Simmonds, 18 Comhill. 

Recently two banks have been established, 
one called the Colonial, and the other the 
West Indian Bank, these are, in a commer- 
cial paint of view, great- acquisitions to the 
island. 

To some of my readers an estimate of the 
products for several y&u:s may not be unin- 
teresting, therefore I will give one for 1839 
—1841—1843 

1839. SugM, 27,231 hogsheads, 1,396 tierces, 1,224 

barrels. 
MolftsseB, 198 puncheona, 664 hogsheads 

197 barrels. 
Arrow root, 510 packages. 
Ginger, 2,610 ditto. 
Cotton, 5i9 bales. 
Aloes, 1082 Gourds. 
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1641. Sugar, 16,711 hogsheads, 1,461 tieroea, 1013 
and a quarter bairela. 
Holassea, 321 ptmcheona, 154 hogaheada, 75 

barrela. 
Arrow root, 403 packages. 
QingeT, 192 ditto. 
Cotton, 414 bales. 
Aloes, 1,560 gourds. 
1843. Sugar, 23,548 hogsheads, 1404 tierces, 805 
and a half barrela. 
Molasses, 5096 paocheotu^ 337 aad a half 

hogsheads, 37 barrels. 
Arrow root, 316 packages. 
Ginger, 17 ditto. 
Cotton, 254 bales. 
Aloes, 4478 gourds.]: 



' The Chmrd is from SHj to sixtjr pounds weight. 
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I SHALL pass over the space between the 30th 
of October 1840, and the 2nd of March, 
because, keeping ctoselj to mj quarter:] at 
St Ann's, or attending regimental duties 
elsewhere, my attention was onlj devoted to 
Bridgetown, which I have, I hope, sketched 
clearly enough to make my readers at a dis- 
tance look on it, not with the eyes of stran- 
gers. Well then to resume, on the second of 
March I accompanied a party of ladies and 
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gentlemen to the porous spring, a place I 
bad visited in the previoos XoTember, but, 
when there, was obliged to shelter from the 
rain, for hours, in a house near, and then 
return to St Ann's without satisfying mj 
curiosity. This morning, however, the sun 
shone with rays of bright promise, and the 
eight miles riding through the island was 
pleasant. 

The water at this spring is clear and 
abundant; and flows through pip^ to the 
road, where a pool is formed to receive it 
from a height of twelve or fourteen feet. 
Thus it looks pretty, and is at the same 
time is useful ; as the pool is used for wash- 
ing. An extensive and deli^tful garden, 
well stocked with fruit as well as ornamental 
trees ; and these further adorned with flow- 
ers of various colons, encompass this spring ; 
so that visiters may enjoy a cool retreat 
from the sun under the waving foliage of the 
former ; whilst the delicate aa well as the 
bright colors of the latter delight their eyes. 
There are numerous estates in the vici- 
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mtj, and at the police station, situated on 
one of them, we dined ; and early in the 
eveoiag returned to town. 

On the seventh of March, I rose early, and 
rode from the barracks, through Bridgetown, 
to Holetown, famous as being the place 
where the En^ish formed their first settle- 
ment. A ^gantic tree, with the date of 
that memorable event, 1625, and about 
eighty names of the enterpriung adventurers 
carved on its trunk, on the beach, near this 
town, formerly designated the spot where 
the landing was first effected ; but within 
the last nzty years it has been felled and car- 
ried away for fuel. The want oi that article 
must have been very great to induce any 
one to commit such an atrocious depredation. 

My ride from Hole Town led me some 
miles farther to Speightstown, next to Bridge- 
town in size and consequence. In its 
neighbourhood are beautiful views, and at a 
short distance is Dover hill, on which is a 
small fort and signal post. 

Accompanied by Mr. Eichard Morris and 
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Mr. Harpur Morris, I rode to cherry tree hill ; 
whence is a commandiDg view of the beautiM 
district named Scotland ; a sight, perhaps, 
to leave a more pleasing impression on the 
mind, than many possessed of bolder outlines; 
pleadng £rom the fertility, the cheerfulness 
spread around, I dined and spent the 
night with Mr. Richard Morris ; and the 
next morning before breakfast, rode to my 
quarters in St Ann's barracks. Twelve 
miles riding ^res a good appetite, and my 
repast was highly relished. After resting a 
few houra, I again rode forth for a visit to a 
country house, called Goslins. 

March the thirteenth, re-visited Speights- 
town, to be present at a bazaar, held by the 
the ladies in aid of the funds of the associa- 
tion. 'Twas a pretty sight to see the many 
persons assembled, all animated by one 
feeling, of the purest hind ; one which 
brings bles^ngs on the giver, and one which 
the Saviour has declared to be the greatest of 
all virtues. My mite was freely bestowed ; 
and after a day of much quiet enjoyment, 
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I again claimed the hospitalitjr of Mr. 'R. 
Morris for the night, in order to go with 
him the next morning to Tumer'a hall wood, 
and the huming spring. 

This singular spring is situated in a 
ravine, almost concealed hy lai^e trees at 
the commencement of the wood ; and at first 
sight appears only an ordinary pool of cold 
■water ; over which, when emptied with a 
calabash, a kind of reversed funnel is placed, 
and the under pari; closed, so as to exclude 
air ; then a copper tube, the size of half a 
gun barrel, which it resembles, is fixed on 
the funnel ; and a lighted piece of straw 
applied to the top of the tube. This causes 
the gas to rise and on some occasions to ignite; 
but now, when the light was applied, the 
gas rose slowly, first in smoke, and then 
followed by rather a faint, though clear 
flame ; over which we suspended a sauce- 
pan, containing cold water and two eggs. 
In about twenty five minutes, the eggs were 
quite hard. Mr. Morris assured me he 
had seen them boiled in one third of that 
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time; but the flame was wea^r this morn- 
ing than he had ever knowQ it The truth 
of this statement I can attest; fur in the 
November previous, I partook of some which 
were hard in ten minutes. Tliis difference 
is occasioned by the weather. In the rainy 
season, the bkze is always more vivid than 
during dry weather ; as was fully proved to 
me, on my first visit, by the man who shews 
the spring. 

After extinguishing the fiame, and re> 
moving the apparatus, he simply touched 
the edge of the pool with a lighted straw, on 
which it instantly became encircled with a 
bright fire, and occasioned much trouble to 
extinguish. It had been raining heavily 
the whole of the previous day, which most 
liliely pwduced the prompt ignition. The 
light is put out by means of large boughs, as 
it would continue to bum if not forcibly ex- 
tinguished, and would be dangerous. When 
the apparatus is removed, the pool, which 
has commenced to refil by the water quite 
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coM oozing from bebw, resumes its natural 
appearance. 

Close to thid spring, in the same ravine, 
flows another of clear fresh water, which I 
tasted, and enjoyed, it is so totally different 
from the water in the pool, which is muddy 
and. nasty in appearance. Various are the 
names and inscriptions cut on the large 
locust trees at the entrance of the wood, 
which extends over fifty acres, replete with 
the trees jost named as well as cedar, and 
many otlier valoable kinds, which have with- 
stood the devastating hurricanes, the awful 
shocks of earthquakes, and the storms so 
destructive to this colony. This is in 
all probability the result of its situation, for 
though on high land, it is sheltered by com- 
paratively higher, lying in a sort of hollow 
between mountains. 

There are many estates in the vicinity 
besides the one of which it forms a part. 

After resting on a rock above the spring 
and enjoying our eggs^ we returned through 
the district of Scotland, passing many fine 
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estates, and a tar hole, which, I belieTe, re- 
sembles a pool of water with a substance on 
the surface said to posseaa'the properties of 
tar. Of these tar holes there are several in 
the island, to which thej are said to be pe- 
culiar, though surely the pitch pools in Tri- 
nidad are similar. After inspecting this, we 
ascended to Grenada Hall signal post, whence 
is an extensive view over the island. 

From this eminence, nearly all round you, 
the sea is visible, which, with the bright sun 
sparkling on its waves, and the white sails, 
scattered upon its surface, some appearing 
just on the edge of the horizon — others steer- 
ing majestically into port, contributes greatly 
to the beauty of the picture. 

Again I trespassed on the hospitality of 
Mr. R. Morris for the night, and in the morn- 
ing, enjoyed an early ride with him through 
an interesting part of the island to the 
estate of Mr. Harpur Morris, called Bright's 
Hall, in the parish of St Lucy. 

To really enjoy riding in the West Indies, 
the morning, just at sunrise, should be the 

TOl. IL D 
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time selected, wLen the dew drops ^isteo 
upon evei7 sprnj, tbe air is rehesliiDf^ and 
tbe feathery foliage of the monutain cabbage, 
and palBMj wave in the eaiiy breexe ; Dordo 
the flowers^ though the irtiddaj sao may add 
to the brilliancjc of their coloora. Lock' leas 
lovely, when just opening their baghi blos- 
Boras te receive its first rajs. 

Mr. H. Morris offered me a ^aea. ia hia 
carriage, and to drive me to a spot called 
Cove, through Pye corner, and nnder a Peak 
called Teneriffe ; bat let no. one sofspose 
from the name, that it beais any great resem- 
blance to the far femed peak of that name. 

After this drive wepioceded on horseback 
towards the animal flower caw. Dismount- 
ing and walking ovw the rocks, we ap- 
proached the Gsve, but tbe sea was too. high, 
too boisterouE, to admit of penetraricg' &r, 
or of discersing animal flowers, winch are 
only visible in calm wetlber, and: at low 
water ; thus I was disappointed in my wish 
of inspecting this natural curi«sity, but for 
the smusement of my readers I extract a few 
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lines I have since met with, which appear 
to me to give a clear and graphic descrip- 
tion. * 

One part of this cave is styled the horse ; 
and one of the rocks is designated, from its 
shape, the cauldron, with another in ita 
centre resembling a round of beef. 

We also descended into the bachelors* 
cave, which is certainly worth trouble to in- 
spect ; but here also I was disappointed, for 
the sea was beating in with such violence, 
that our efforts to examine ita wonders were 
all fruitless. 

A cheerful family party and a good din- 



* The animal flower caves are veil worthy the 
notice of tiuTellera ; these beaatiful aaimalculi have 
all the rich and varied tints of the rainbow ; when 
undisturbed in the clear silvery waters of their caves 
they have a novel, enchanting appearance, over in- 
fluencing the beholder, on his first visit, with a 
strong desire of making himself, if possible, the 
proud poaaesBor of one of them. But no sooner does 
an intruding hand, even a drop of water create a 
circle on tha sleepingsurbce,and disturb the unbroken. 
plain, than they instantaneously disappear, most pro- 
bably for safety, 'midst the numerous interstices of 
the rocks. 

D 3 
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ner, dispelled my chagrin at my curiosity 
having been baffled, after which I rode back 
to my quarters, at the residence of Mr. E. 
Morris. 

16th. I set out alone and took a circui- 
tous route through a great part of the dis- 
trict Scotland, which J have frequently heard 
called the most pleasing portion of Barbados ; 
upon such points I never attempt to decide ; 
certainly it will stand a comparison with 
any ; and passing as I did, this morning, 
through Turner's Hall wood, Warren's, &c. 
just after which is seen the Moravian church, 
which forms one of the prettiest objects from 
the road, thence on to Wesseu Hall, and the 
Porous Spring, where 1 stopped to indulge 
my horse with a draught of pure water from 



' *' From the Bommit of Mount Hillaby, the sea is 
visible all round the iat&nd, which then appears as 
represented in the maps ; bu, neither of the towns 
can be discerned thongh the eye wanders over es- 
tates in various directions, looking dowD npon Hack- 
leton cliff and other elevations, which gazing at them 
from a heighth of 1147 feet above Carlisle Bay, 
appear low. 
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the Limpid stream ; and then proceeded to 
Dunsconb, Farmers, (the lower part of 
Mount Hillaby)* into Bridgetowa, formed a 
delightful excursion, occupying a space of 
six hours tolerably fast riding. 

Jn the evening 1 dined with General Mais- 
ter and his lady in company with a gay 
party, and retired to my barrack at night 
refreshed, rather than fatigued ; in antici- 
pation of a ride to Gun Hill, and Hackleton 
clifl^ the next morning. 

Eighteenth March, we started, a party of 
us in carriages, to breakfast at Gun hill ; and 
then went to St, John's church, ; thence to 
enjoy the beautiful view from Hackleton 
cliff, over the district I had rambled the 
previous day ; and presenting an opposite view 
to that obtained from cherry tree hilL .A 
dinner, and an increase to our party, awaited 
our return to Gun hill ; which is well situat- 
' ed; serving, as well as the signal post of 
Moncreiff, as convalescent posts for the 
soldiers of the garrison ; the air being 
considered salubrious on these heights. 
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Od the twenty fifth of March, I rode ftxnn 
St. Ano's early in the morning, and took 
hreakfast with the &mily of the Diamond 
estate ; after which I rode, with Mr. Watts, 
to St. Philip's church, and leaving him 
there; proceeded alone, past Moncreiff signal 
post, to the abode of his brother, who first took 
me to the society chapel ; and thence to 
Coddr JugtoQ. college. 

To the kindness of Mr. Jones, the princi- 
pal, I am indebted for the pleasure I felt in 
inspecting this institution ; but which has so 
often been the subject of enlogium from 
visiters to Barbados, that I shall not venture 
a repetition. I was delighted vrlth the situ- 
tion and with the order and comfort of every 
thing I saw. 

The Rev. Mr. Watts kindly gave me 
dinner and a bed for the night, that I might 
be earlier with his brother the next 
morning, with whom l-ii&d arranged to visit 
the Crane, DawU.sb, and other spots facing 
the Gobbler's rocks, which I had passed at sea 
in December 1839. 
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26tb. T&6Ciraiie,Cobbler'srocks,aQdDavlish 
«re indeed ouriuas places. The firat consists 
of cftvM in rocks, m.^ baths^ either aatural 
or hBwa, iato wJuch th6 sea truhes at high 
water. Tksre are ^ree <^ thesa cares, or 
baths, bearing the aingiilar appellationg of 
the horse, the m&re, and the edt ; differing 
in size, and separated itom eadi other; 
but eeitunly bsuiog do resatablance to the 
animals thej are uamed inm. 

The rocks in which these eafities are 
situated project coapietdy ov^ the sea, 
aid fonn a natural citfiositj a»d beauty, 
DO one would risit BarbadM and aiA 
inspect,* 



* Ov«r one of the tntha At the Crane the follow- 
ing IiQes are inscribed. 

In tfaia nmote, hoarse, resoanding piftee 
Which biUoVB vuh amd eraggy elifta embra^ ; 
These bubbling aprings amidtheae horrors rise, 
But anned with Tirtue horrors we despise, 
Bathe widiamajed, net dread the impeai^iig rock, 
'Tis virtue shields us troia each adverse shock. 
Geaio l»el ascnim posaidt. 
J. R. 



Martes iienae 1769. 
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Dawlish, which is at some little distance 
from the Crane, contains a kind of cavern, 
into which jou descend bj a flight of ateps, 
.which conducts you to two large baths, one on 
the land side, repleoi^ed bj a spring of cold, 
fresh water ; the other bj the sea flowing 
into it ; but at high tide, the waves rush in 
with such impetuosity, as to overflow the 
division that exists between the baths, and 
mingling with the fresh water, form only 
one, till the sea retiring leaves the two 
distinct ^aia ; the one, calm and unruffled, 
but the other still agitated by the ever 
restles waves. 

The coral reef, called by mariners the 
Cobbler's Rocks, whether seen from the sea 
or shore, is terrific to behold. At some 
distance from the shore, the raging billows 
rush over them with a thundering sound, and 
throw up constantly a foaming serf. 'Tis 
beautiful to see the white foam flying over 
these dnrk masses, and watch it falling'in 
light, feathery showers, sparkling in the sun; 
whilst the roaring of waters almost inspires 
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a feeliDg of awe in the minds of the listeners, 
which is changed into that of horror at the 
sight of lai^e spars and fragments of ves- 
sels floating between these rocks, telling 
sad tales of « recks, and loss of life ; of tho 
destruction of many a gallant barque, the 
grave of many a hapless sailor. Strange it 
is that, though such misery often attends 
ships, from Europe, making towards land on 
this coast, and so many times as it has been 
projected, this dangerous reef is still without 
a lighthouse- 
No one can wonder, after so much explor- 
ing, that I hastened with alacrity to accept 
the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Howard, at 
the River estate, to dine ; nor that I highly 
enjoyed a dish of sea eggs, which amongst 
other delicacies, was provided, and which 
appeared to me of superior excellence. The 
Hiver estate, is a few miles distant irom 
Cobbler's Bocks, and is a fine property ; but 
unlike the place of similar name in the 
/alley of Diego Martin, in Trinidad, offers 
not the smallest stream to refresh the sight. 
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29th. March. I parted from Mr. Watta 
and family, and returned to St. Ann's, being 
drenched with rain during mj ride. 

I rested quietly in my quarters till the 
third of April ; and then I went with 
Mr. Bradfield to Mr. Qrant's residence, in 
the parish of St. Thomas for the purpose of 
■visiting Cole's Cave, which is about nine 
miles from Bridgetown, inland, and almost 
in the centre of the island. 

Passing ou the high road, near which it 
is situated, a stranger would imagine that 
be saw only a small copse, in a hollow. 
The descent to it is almost perpendicular ; 
by a cable, fastened to large stumps of trees 
above, and to rocks at the entrance of the 
cave, the visiter ia enabled to descend, 't'he 
darkness enforces the necessity of torches, 
by the light of which you advance about a 
hundred yards (o a spring and rivulet of cold, 
fresh water. Many visiters have waded along 
this stream to a considerable distance ; hut 
not one, that I could hear of, ever reached 
the end of the cave. Marvellous are the 
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tales told of this subterranean rivulet aod 
cave, which oo doubt extendi a considerable 
distance ; for, though no outlet has been 
discovered in any part of the i^ud, a tale 
is told of aduck having being put inits waters, 
and afterwards found at a distant part of 
the coast, stripped of its plumage, as if it 
had eDCOontered difficulties in its transit 

Time, which brings every thing to ligh(, 
will no doubt salve this mystery ; I cannot, 
for I only penetrated to the spring, and then 
returned to the carriage, to breakfast with 
Mr. Grant. 

It is remarked that little fruit is produc- 
ed at Barbados ; but that little is certainly 
very good, particulariy the pines and melons^ 
which are superior in flavour to those of the 
neighbouring colonies. 

Many persons nippose, that during the 
tremendous hurricane of August 1831, the 
island was entirely Gripped of trees; but 
this is an exaggeration of that awful visita- 
tion; Cor, though, a great part of them 
were blown down, and many more uprooted, 

E 
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a considerable number withstood the shock. 
Among the rest, a very lat^ silk cotton tree, 
in a street branching off towards Foatabelle, 
j ust past a broad central street, adorned with a 
large, well-formed image of the roebuck, 
from which it derives its name. 

Of this identical tree the Barbadians are 
wont to eay "When that tree is blown down 
or rooted up, we shall be attacked, not 
before" ; alluding to the fact, that the colo- 
ny has never been invaded by a hostile force, 
excepting the invasion of the parliamentwy 
army, in 1651; and the slight attack of the 
Dutch, in 1664. 

Long may this tree flourish to protect the 
place it embellishes! But, besides this, 
there were to be seen in July, 1 843, 
avenues ot mahogany, and other trees, lead- 
ing up to many of the houses in the country, 
and cocoa nut trees in various directions, 
particularly on the road between St. Ann's 
and the small town of Oistins ; and surely 
some of these must have escaped the fury of 
the hurricane ; or, quick as vegetation is in 
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this clime thej could not have attained their 
present size, in so short a space. 

There is always a delightful feeling e^- 
geiidered by a return to Barbados, however 
much we may have been pleased with other 
places ; it is a feding of home, and that 
sensation has come so stron^y over me at 
times, that I doubt whether the first sight 
of old England would produce greater. In 
these days of railroads and steam vessels, 
with the rage for travelling endemical 
amongst my countrymen, a return to 
England is a common occurrence ; but an 
absence of sLsteen years will excuse a little 
sentiment on such an occasion : even dis- 
tance is nothing now, for if the thought come 
of being three or four thousand miles from 
home, the next instant brings the know- 
ledge, that that distance can be accomplished 
in twenty one days. 
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CHAPTER lU. 



Tee Dorth eastern part of South America 
appertains f c the torrid zoqg, and is situated 
between the 1st and 8tb, the 12th and 16th 
degrees of north latitude, and 60? 36' and 
75o 38/ Longitude, west from Paris. In 
the north and east the territory of the 
Rehublic is hounded, by the ocean, from 
Cabo de Chichebacao, to Cabo de Faria or 
Punta de la Penna ; on the Caribbean sea 
and thence, to the limits of British Guiana, 
bj the Atlantia 
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The Funta de la Penna is the most north 
eastern point of South America, and forms, 
with the opposite western point of Trinidad, 
the Punta de Monos, In the west, Venezuela 
borders on the territory of the republic of 
New Grenada ; in the south on British Gui- 
ana, and through unknown lands extends to 
tlie boundaries of Brazil, thus comprising 
the great plain to the east of the Andes and 
bordering on the sea. 

At the dissolution of the Republic of 
Colombia in 1830, that vast extent of coun- 
try was separated into three great parts ; 
that of Venezuela, comprising the establish- 
ment of a new province, called Barquiaimeto, 
was divided into thirteen provinces, com- 
prising eighty eight munici[^! districts, and 
these a^in into five hundred and twenty 
three parishes. 

Guayana and Margarita preserve the ori- 
ginal names of their respective territories ; 
the province of Apure is named after the 
river forming its boundary ; and that of Ga- 
robo after the field of battle on which the 
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decisive victory, that secured the indepen- 
dence of the country, was achieved. The 
others are cdled after their respective prin- 
cipal cities. 

The province of Camccas has nearly the 
form of au irregular octagon, extending from 
north to soath sixty, and from east to west 
sixty two leagues, and contains 2829 square 
leagues of sur&ce, with a population of 
242,888 soids. The Uniits are, in the north, 
the Gaiibbean sea from the mouth of the 
river TJnare to the point Area, between Cuy- 
agua and Chrononi ; in the east, the district of 
Barcelona ; in the south Apure and Guayana ; 
and in the west Garabobo and Barinas. 
This province is divided into sixteen cantons 
called after their principal towns ; the chief 
is Caraccas, including seventeen parishes, 
which is also the capital of the republic of 
Venezuela ; the seat of the executive power ; 
and of the highest court of justice ; the resi- 
dence of the Archbishops ; and there the 
annual three months assembly and national 
congress are held. It contains sixteen 
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cliurcbes, iDcluding six monasteiies, of which 
three are inhahited by qud3 ; a university, 
an ecclesiastical seminaiy, a military, draw- 
ing, and music academy, and several public 
and private schools ; amongst them, the 
colleges of Independence and Peace. 
The names of the other cantons are, 



La Quadra, con 


joining eizbt parishes. 


Petare, 


ttiree ditto. 




. two ditto. 


Santa Lucia, 


two ditto. 


Ocuman, 


. five ditto. 




five ditto. 


Bio CMoo, 


. nine ditto. 


Orittuo, 


four ditto. 


ChaguatamoB, 


. ten ditto. 


Vittoria, . 


three ditto. 


Maracai, 


. two ditto. 


Tunniro, . 


three ditto. 


Cura, 


. five ditto. 


San Sebastian, 


seven ditto. 


CalabcKi, . 


. ten ditto. 



The province of Garabobo is about 47^ 
leagues from north to south ; and 21-4 from 
east to west ; contains 679 square leagues, 
without counting thesev^teen square leagues 
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of vliicli the lake of YaleDcia consists, with 
a population of 96,967. On the north it 
extends along Funta de Aroa, to the mouth 
of Taracui six leagues vest of Puerto Ca- 
bell(^ OD the Caribbean sea ; joins the pro- 
vince of Canuxaa in the mat ; that of 
Barinas to the south ; and in the west a 
small part of Coro, Barquisimeto, and Baiinas. 
Carabobo includes thity four parishes divi- 
ded into seven cantons. 

Valenoia, vhith contains nkra parishes. 
Puerto C&beMo . . Sre ditto 
Ocumara foar ditto 

Ni^uft which oonbuns fovi 'p&mhea. 
MoBttJban three <]itto 

San Cuios . Bevan ditto 

Pao, a snuUI town, includes oolj one. 

Valencia, the capital of the province, is a 
well builtcity, with good broad street^ and an 
excellent mwket place, and ctoitains r college 
and sever^ schools ; reckons about sixteen 
thousand inhabitants, who eqjoy a healthy 
and deligh^ul climate. 

This city is most advantageously situated 
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for eoBimerce, foimng as it do these tiigfa 
road over which all the merchandize, sent 
from the interior to Puerto Gabello passe& 
The lake of Yalencia, which, according to 
Humboldt, is 222 toises abo?e the level of 
the sea, and from two hundred to two 
hundred and fifty feet deep, contributeo, by 
its evaporation, to the fertility of the 
Talleye of Aragua. 

Puerto Cabello was formerly strongly 
fortified, but all the fortifications, excepting 
a battery at the entrance of the harbour, 
have been demolished since 1825 ; and the 
castle of San Fernando, or the Liberator, 
is at present without artill^, or garriaoa. 
During the war of independence the port 
suffered severely, and the number of its in- 
. habitants was reduced ircan nine to six 
thousand. 

The province of Barquisimeto is bounded 
on the north, by the Caribbean sea, to the 
mouth of the river Yaracui, and by the 
province of Coro ; on the east, by the pro- 
vince of Garabobo ; on the south by those 
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Barinas, and Tnixillo ; and on the west by 
Truxillo and Maracaibo. It is forty leagues 
from north to south, and the same distance 
from east to west. The chief productions 
are wheat, coffee, cocoa, indigo, maize, 
and all European vegetables. The town of 
Barquisimeto, formerly new Segovia, was 
constituted, in the year 1830, capital of the 
province under its present name, stands in 
the midst of a very fertile region ; and is 
well situated for commerce with Yaritagua, 
San Felipe, Area, the plains of Carabobo, 
and Barinas. This town was destroyed by 
the earthquake of 1812; but has been 
handsomely rebuilt, and boasts its culle^ 
and schools, and iirom ten to twelve thousand 
inhabitants. 

Besides Barquisimeto, there are the can- 
tons of 

Quibor, eontaming two parishes, 
Tocujo . eight ditto 

C&rora eight ditto 

San Felipe . six ditto 

Yaritagua . . four ditto 
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Tocuyo lies on a fine, mountaio level, on the 
banks of a river of the same name ; the 
inhabitants are very active and industrious, 
and cultivate com and vegetables of every 
description ; besides feeding large herds of 
cattle, a species of trade introduced into 
the province by Christobal Rodriguez, in 
1548. 

San Felipe is steadily progressing in popu- 
lation, and, from the nature of its situation, 
will become of importance. The town ia 
handsome. 

Coro suffered greatly in the struggle for 
independence, and, though it has in some 
degree recovered, is not to be compared to 
the other towns of Venezuela ; no pavement 
is to be seen in its streets, and the houses 
are very poor. The public buildings con- 
sist of only two churches ; added to which, 
it stands in the midst of a sterile plain, half 
a league from the sea, and two from the 
harbour. La Vela ; so that the inhabitants 
have no water to drink, but what is convey- 
ed, from a league distance, on mules. Verily 
I have no wish to live in Coro. 
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The other districts of the proviace are 
Paraguana, containing eix panshea. 
San Luia . . biz ditto 
Cvunare . . three ditto 
Costa Arlba . . fire ditto 
Caaigua . . six ditto 

And all these, with the capital, included in 
in a space of 941 leagues, with 40,476 
iahatitanta, bordering on the Caribbean sea, 
on thr north ; the province of Maracaibo to 
the west ; and that of Barquiaimeto, and the 
ocean, south and east. 

The greatest extent of the 'province of 
Maracaibo, from north to soath, is 87 
leagues ; from east to west 58; the num- 
ber of its inhabitants is computed at 42,830; 
it comprises nineteen parishes, divided into 
the provinces of Maracaibo, Alta, Qracia, 
Perija, Gibraltar, and Zulia. The principal 
town is built on a sandy, arid soil, partly on 
an islet,and has a poor appearance ; the houses 
being constructed of very slight materials, 
and roofed with rushes ; a pretty church, 
a convent, hospital, and chapel, are the only 
buildings worthy naming. Like Coro, it 
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soffered much during the war, ^d rmmiDed 
the loQgest in the poesessioii of the Spani- 
ards; during which period, ita population 
dwindled, from 20,000, down to 10,000. 
The fortifications, which defend the entrance 
of the lake, and consequently protect also the 
proTincea of Coro, Tnixillo, Barquiaimeto 
and Merida, are preserred, and the present 
Govemment has established a collie, several 
public schools, and a maritime school The 
low situated provinces, near the lake, are 
very insalubrious, but the other portions, 
thongh arid and sterile, are considered 
healthy. 

The lake of Maracaybo has a aarface of 
seven hundred square leagues, forming a kind 
of inland sea of fresh water, and communi- 
cating with the gulf of the same name, the 
most considerable of the Republic. 

The Caribbean sea borders this province 
on the north ; the gulf of Maa^caybo, with 
the districts of Ooro, Barquisimeto and Trux- 
illo on the east ; to the south Tnixillo and 
Merida ; and on the west are Kew Grenada, 



N Google 



72 VEKEZUELA. 

Fampelona, Santo Martha, and Rico H^cba. 

Truxillo, the smallest province of the Ke- 
public, contains 363 square leagues, on which 
reside 44,788 persons, being 123 to a square 
league and comprises within its narrow limits, 
all climates and a soil yielding all the pro- 
ductions of the different zones, exporting 
however only sugar, coffee, cocoa and indigo. 

The cantons of Truxillo, Carache, Escuque, 
and Bocono, comprise twenty three parishes. 
The city is very ancient, with a delightful 
climate and a population of four thousand ; 
but in Truxillo I would not live, for there 
the eye is assailed by the melancholy sight 
of the Goitre, which is attributed to the 
water. 

Merida is surrounded by Truxillo and Ma- 
racaybo on the north ; the Grenada province, 
and Fampelona towards the west ; and 
Apure, Barinas, and Truxillo south and east. 
It is divided into the following municipal 
Districts. 

Merida, including eight pariahes. 
MacucMea, . seven ditto. 
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Egido, 


Bi ditto. 


BaJladoreB, 


three ditto. 


Lft Grita, 


three ditto. 


San Christobal 


four ditto. 


Lobatera, 


three ditto. 


San Antonio, 


one ditto. 



The capital, Merida, retnaioed for some 
time in ruins after its destruction in 1812 ; 
and all traces of the visitation have passed ; 
a busy, industrious population now 611 
its well planned streets, throng the markets, 
and enjoy a climate of perpetual spring. 
It is the see of a Bishop and has a college, 
and a convent celebrated for the beauty of 
the fancy work done by the nuns. 

La Grita is the most advantageously situ- 
ated for commerce , but the small town of 
Mucuchies is the most beautifully situated 
perhaps of any in the Republic. Here the 
traveller might fancy himself among the 
mountains of Europe, such' a resemblance 
does the vicinity bear to many lovely spots 
amongst the Appennines ; and up the moun- 
tains round Mucuchies the corn waves as 
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luxuriantly as before an English harvest. 
Here, were I not an Englislimaii, I would 
gladly dwell. 

Barinaa covers an extent of 1994 square 
leagues, on which reside a population of 
109,497 souls, engaged principally in agri- 
culture and the breeding of cattle. 

The principal commerce of the province is 
carried on with Angostura by means of the 
rivers Apure and the Orinoco ; though it is 
intersected hy the Portuguese, Bocono, Gua- 
nare, Suripa, and the Santo Domingo, all of 
which are navigable. This district is mostly 
comprised of plains fertilized by rivers, and 
capable of carrying on important commercial 
transactions. The principal places, 

Barinaa, comprimng twelve pari^en 

Obiapoa, . thirteen ditto. 

Guanare, . . eight ditto. 

Ospino, . two ditto. 

Araura, . seven ditto. 

Pedraza, ' . . eight ditto. 

Nutrias, . Dine ditto. 

Guanarito, . . three ditto. 
Barinas, in 1787, had a population of 1200 
now reduced to about 4000, which reduction 
tells a sad tale of the horrors of war. . The 
present town has only just risen from the 
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ashee of the former, but has nothing be- 
yond respectability to attract the traveller, 
and is far surpassed by Guauare in appear- 
ance and importance ; this is owing to its 
favorable position, and the wealth of its in- 
habitants, whose chief occupation is the breed 
of cattle, of which they export vast numbers, 
M well as moles, over Core and Puerto Ga- 
bello. Guanare is beautifully constmcted, 
and possesses a handsome and richly decora- 
ted church. 

Nutrias may be regarded as the principal 
haven of the rich province of Barinas, and 
the chief trading place of the Upper Apure. 

Four cantons, containing twenty-four 
parishes, form the province of Apure; sitwited 
south of Merida, Barinas, and Caraccas ; 
whence it is separated by the river Apure ; 
towards the east and south it borders Guayna 
on the Grenada provinces of Oasanare and 
Pamplona. It is the most level, lowest, and 
least wooded of the Kepnblic, therefore the 
most appropriate for herds and flocks, which 
seem to exist there without the care of man ; 
B 3 



N Google 



76 TESEZUELA. 

particularly mules. The climate is usually 
healthy, but in 1832 an epidemical fever 
suddenly broke oat, and continued raging, 
at times, till 1838, during which period nine 
thousand persons perished. 

San Fernando, the chief place for the 
trade of the lower Apure, has been twice 
destroyed by fire. Owing to its advantage- 
ous position it has both times been spee- 
dily rebuilt ; but it contains not more than 
three thousand inhabitants, who, the greater 
part of the year, are subjected to most op- 
pressive heat. 

With an extent of territory covering 
1155 leagues, and divided into eight can- 
tons, Barcelona is inhabited by a population 
of 52,103. The extent from north tosouth 
comprises 45 leagues ; and from east to 
west, in the southern part along the Orinoco, 
it is 55, whilst in the north it extends only 
28 leagues. 

The town of Barcelona, situated at the 
commencement of the vast plains that reach 
to the Orinoco, is poorly built, but is in a 
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most favorable aitaatiou for trade with the 
West Indies ; many of the productions of 
the extensive and fertile valleys being ex- 
ported thither. The river Jfeveri is navi- 
gable for coasting vessels from the town, 
and serves for communication with Santo- 
mas, Curazao, Trinidad, La Guaira, and 
Gumana ; whilst large vessels anchor in the 
bayof Barcelona, considered as the princi- 
pal port in the province. Soledad, on the 
banks of the Orinoco opposite to Angostura, 
is also situated favorably for the produce of 
the southern part of the district. 
The Cantons of Barcelona are 

Barcelona, conbuning eleven parishes 



Kritu, 


four ditto. 


Onoto, 


. three ditto. 


Aragua, . 


ail ditto. 


San Matteo, . 


. five ditto. 


San Diego, 


BOTen ditto. 


Pao, . . 


four ditto. 


Soledad, . 


eight ditto. 



Cumana is bounded on the north by the 
Caribbean ■ sea ; north east by the gulf of 
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Paria ; od the south by the chief stream <^ 
the Orinoco ; on the west by Barcelona ; 
and east by the Canno Y^re. Its greatest 
extent is in the direction of south east, be- 
tween San Rafael de Barrancas on the Ori- 
noco, and the Punta Escaraero on the pe- 
ninsnla of Araya, reaching 64 leagues ; its 
whole surface being 1463 square leagues, 
with a population of 50,671. 

The diief productions of the province 
are salt, maize, cotton, fish, cocoa, tobacco, 
and coooa-nut oil, which prindpaJly pass by 
the harbours of Cumana, Gaxupano, Kio 
Gariba, Gturria, and on the river Guarapiche 
towards the ports of the Republic. 

The island of Trinidad is a great source 
of profit and advantage to Cumana, the nine 
Cantons of which are 

Cumana, costiuning mx p&riahes. 
Cum&nacos, . sx ditto. 

CariAco, . . seTeii ditto. 
Ko Caribe, . . two ditto. 
Campano, . lUDe ditto. 

Goiria, . . four ditto. 
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f^ngm, 


ail diito. 


Mftturin, 


. eix ditto. 


BamincaB, . 


three ditto. 



Cumaoa is the most ancient town in Casta 
Firme, and the capital of a province former- 
ly called New Andalusia ; it lies on an emi- 
aence, on an arid j^ain aboot a mile from 
Hie entrance of the baj of Gariaco, from 
whi<^ it is separated by a sandj level Tbia 
place was totally destroyed by an earthqtu^e 
in 1 766, and has so repeatedly tnifiered, that 
it poaseasefi no fine bulLdinga, and only on 
the banks of the Manzaaares, which dividea 
the tonra, is r^etation seeo. 

Cumaoacoa is a small town eoatainiog 
2300 mhabitants, situated on a ^t where 
searoely any rain ever falls ; though only 
about seven l^iguee from Cumana it produces 
very superior tobacco, preferable to that 
grown at Bariaas, and but little inferior to 
that of Oaribe. 

The province of Guayuia is larger than 
^ other twelve provinces of the Elepublic 
|»it togetfaw ; extending over 20,149 square 
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leagues, bordering to the north on Barinas, 
Caraccas, Barcelona, and Cumana ; to the 
east on the Gulf of Paria, the Atlantic Ocean, 
and British Guayana ; towards the south on 
Brazil ; and towards the west on new Gre- 
nada and Apure. It is divided into five 
cantons : viz. Angostura, Low Orinoco, 
Upata, Oaicara and Rio Negro ; of which 
the principal places are Angostura, Piacoa, 
Upata, Caicara, and San Fernando de Ata- 
bapo. Notwithstanding the superiority of 
Guyana in point of size it is very inferior in 
population, not containing as many civilized 
persons as any one of the other provinces : 
the total number of its inhabitants, accord- 
ing to Codazzi, scarcely exceeding 56,500, 
the greater part of which consists of inde- 
dendent tribes scattered over a territory of 
16,000 square leagues; the remaining 
4,149, having a population of 15,431, half 
of which consists of civilized native Indians. 
For centuries past, Guyaua has been the 
land of fable, and is yet for the most part a 
terra incognita ; though latterly some im- 
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pbrtant information has been obtained by 
. the Cheralier Schomberg in his adventur- 
ous researches on the borders of the Orinoco. 
- Angostura is the residence of the Bishop 
of Guayana, and possesses also a college with 
several public schools. A new cathedral was 
completed in 1841. 

The island of Margarita, which constitutes 
tiie chief portion of the province of that 
name, is situated between 10° 12' of 
north latitude, and G*?" and 69' west lon- 
gitude, and comprises a surface of 32 
square leagues. The smaller islands, which 
are piincipallj uninhabited, contain, collec- 
tively, about five ; the whole province being 
inhabited by 18,305 souls. 

Margarita was discovered by Columbus, in 
1498, and soon obtained celebrity, for the 
pearls found on its coasts ; a source of wealth 
which failed at the commencement of the se- 
venteenth century. The island is six leagues 
from the continent and has three ports ; the 
most important being Fampatar, on the south 
E 5 



N Google 



82 YEKKZUEU, 

eastern coast containing a fort that defends 
the entrance to a spacious, well sheltered Bay. 

The coast is generally rocky and sterile ; 
but in the interior there are fertile landayield- 
ing su^cient for home consumption though 
nothing for exportation, that prindpally con- 
sisting in the fish abounding on the coast, tur- 
tle, tortoise-shell, and a little poultry. The 
highest mountain, Cerro Macanao, is about 
4890 feet above the sea, and is situated on 
the Tvestem part, which is almost totally 
uninhabited. ^ 

This proYince is divided into two can- 
tons: 1st that of Asuncion, including six 
parishes with the town of the same name, 
situated oq a £raitfdl plain, watered by the 
rivulet Asuncion, and about two leagues 
from Pampatar. It is the residence of the 
Governor and contains a coll^ and a school 
for pilots. 

2nd. The Canton del Norte, with its chief 
town Norte nearly seven hundred feet above 
the sea ; but inclining, with a gentle slope 
of about two miles, to the second port San 
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Griego. To this canton, which indudes six 
parishes, belong the islet of Blanquillo, and 
the group called Herraanos ; whilst the other 
islets of the province of Margarita, among 
which the largest are those of Goche and 
Cubagua, appertain to the municipal district 
of Asuncion. 

The population of the thirteen provinces, 
collectively, may at this period, 1844, be 
estimated at about nine hundred and fifty 
souls. 

Venezuela was constituted an indepen- 
dent Republic on the lUh of May, 1830; 
when the great Republic of Columbus was 
ftffmally dissolved and divided into three, 
the others 'being named New Qrenada, and 
Quito, or the Equator. 

On the 14th of October, in the same year, 
in congress, in the city of Caracca^ it was 
decreed, that children bom of slaves, from 
that date, should, on entering their eighteenth 
year, become free ; which law, having effect 
throughout the whole of Venezuela, may be 
regarded as an amendment of the decree 
promulgated by Bolivar, el Xnbertador, 
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Id September, 1841, the minds of the 
inhabitants at Caraccas were much excited 
by intelligence, that the Cheyalier Schombffl:g, 
accompanied by a military force, had hoisted 
the British standard at Barisna, taken pos- 
session of that place, and Aoiacuro, forming 
the entrance or mouths of the Orinoco, 
in the name of her majesty, the Queen 
of Great Britain ; the ferment was very 
great, if not general, at least among 
the politicians, or political observers ; and 
the government of the Republic so far at- 
tended to the report, as to send a commission 



i-vGoQ^lc 



of two of the most respectable gentlemen of 
the country to the governor of Deraerara, 
with a view to obtain explicit information 
on so momentous a subject. This, however, 
by the zealous patriots, was not considered 
sufficient, according to whom, more energetic 
measures should have been adopted ; they 
became more and more exasperated ; the 
journals took it up ; the one called M Vme- 
zolano" inveighed furiously against the 
supposed act of Aggression on the part of 
another power ; censured the proceedings of 
Government ; and urged, as expedient, the 
immediate employment of a strong force to 
repel the invasion of their territory. 

This declamation was opposed by " La 
Qaeeta," which warmly defended the mode- 
ration of the executive power, and criticised 
severely the violent language of the other jour- 
naUst; who retorted with bitter remarks on his 
opponent ; this last, retorting with stiU more 
vehemence ; and thus " El Venezokmo" 
and " La Qaed:a" waged a war of pens, on 
the important aflair, till dispatches were 
received from the gentlemen, deputed by the 
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GoTornor of Demeraxa, anaoancing that all 
was satis&ctorilj explained, that the Cheva- 
lier's visit to Barisna was aimply to make 
researches relative to his miBsion ; that he 
was not accompaaied by a military party ; 
neither did he hoiat any standard ; bat only 
placed some land marks to determine, or 
assist bis observataonH ; the gentlemen added 
" that the question as to limits of territory 
would be decided by the two cabinets." 
This declaration, in great measure, allayed 
the agitation, which certainly had not tended 
to injure the professional interests of the 
Venezuelan newspaper editOTS or proprietors ; 
in as much as the Chevalier Schombeig's 
visit to the mouths of the Oiinoa^ afforded 
them ample means of filling their papers, 
for several weeks ; during which period the 
subject was the universal topic of conversa- 
tion in Caraccas, and probably throughout 
the Republic of Venezuela. 

It appears yet doubtfiil to whidi of the 
two powers, the mouths of Uie Orinoco pro- 
perly belong. In some old map^ t^ey are 
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placed witihin tJbe limits of the Dutch poe- 
sessioas ; when that which is now " British 
CKuaoa," formed part of them ; and what 
appertained, formerly, to the Dutch on that 
side, should surelj belong to us now ; but 
the Yenraudeans maintain that the uiouths 
of the Orinoco were formerij comprised in 
the territories of the Spaniards, whose suc- 
cessors in that part of the world they have 
constituted themselves ; they therefore claim 
Barisna and Amacuro, and are said to have 
establishments there, whereas we certainly 
have not. 

It was during this excitement I arrived at 
La Guayra, and took up my quarters for 
a £bw days, at the Hotel del Vapor. The 
weather was hne, and I looked forward with 
pleasure to seeing a little of this promising 
Republic ; traversing scenes, so greatly differ- 
ing from those of home ; amongst people so 
opposite ; and I may say, who have made 
for themselves a name amongst nations, who 
have stru^led for, and obtained freedom. 

To me. La Ghiayra offered nothing remai^a- 
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ble, either in situation, houses, or public 
buildings ; yet it is flanked by mountains and 
ravines, that ought to be romantic, if not 
sublime. The heat is excessive I and that- 
perpendicular diS, Mr. Hawkshaw describes, 
with its naked, parched appearance, seems 
to make one hotter. I know not if that 
gentleman gave me the idea, but certainly 
I never looked at that diff, without think- 
ing of the sides of a brick oven, and 
turning to the sea to breathe more freely. 

The day after my arrival, T dined with the 
the vice-consul ; and the next morning, 
started, on a hired mule, for Garaccas; at 
once commencing a winding path through 
the valley of Marquetas, and over lofty 
mountains; The journey over these heights 
is less fatiguing than crossing some of the 
mountains of Trinidad; but must cause great 
astonishment t6 a novice in travelling, par- 
ticularly when he is told the ascent up which 
his mule is plodding its laborious way, is 
the high road to the capital ; then the manner 
in which the merchandise is carried is amu- 
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sing, the appearance of the caleteros, carry- 
iog their fish upon long poles placed across 
the shoulders, then perhaps a herd of aases 
driven fiiriously by an arriero, half clothed, 
singing a kind of wild chorus whilst the 
animals he drives rush on as if frightened 
at the noise behind them. All this is novel, 
the scenery picturesque, and- the path 
adorned by a profusioo of wild flowers. 
About half way up the acclivity, there are 
two ventas, or posadas, close to each other, 
where it is requisite for the traveller to take 
refreshment, ere he proceeds ferther ; and 
not only does he require some of the 
good things of this life, after his ride from 
La Guayra, but his mule needs rest and 
food also ! so hece I remained, enjoying the 
converse of my host, whilst my mule ate his 
malo^o, which is nothing more than green 
maize, or Indian corn, grown to a certain 
height, and cut down before it comes to 
maturity. 

When circumstances will permit, it is 
advisable to start for this route early in the 
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morning, before the sun ha.s dried up the 
dew drops from the branches, or made the 
flovreta droop beneath ita scorching rays ; 
by doing this you breakfast at the venta and 
have time to enjoy the splendid views euch 
an excursion affords : but all the beauty on 
tiie side of la Guayra, with the festoons of 
foliage, hanging, like a graceful curtain, 
around, and through which you gaze down 
OQ the sea, whilst the only idea to be formed 
is, that you are suspended in mid air over 
the town, is nothing to the magnificenoe of 
the view as you catch the first sight of the 
beautifully situated city of Ganaccas. That 
lovely valley girdling the city, which is in 
turn girdled by towering mountains, the 
Silla risdng high above the rest, like a parent 
watching over tenderly beloved children. 
Kothing can surpass the splendour of such a 
panOTama. The wayfexer, when first the 
city, in its beauty, bursts to view, is more 
than five-thousand feet above the sea, and 
the valley, into which he gazes with such 
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woDder and delight, lies nearly 2,000 feet 
below him. 

Ere I reached the pl&in, rain came on, 
and I «otered the city wet through, observ- 
ing nothing, and only anxious to reach the 
Hotel del Vapor. Sach was my journey 
irom La Guayra to Garaccas in 1841 ; but 
a iriend, who left in 1342, told me that a 
carriage road over the mountains wa« almost 
completed ; ha had passed o¥er it, on horse- 
back, and observed itB rapid progress. The 
formation of this road had been planned by 
students from the college of Caraccaa, and 
shows the stride of improrement making in 
this Republic. 

Surely, in this speculative age, when every 
island must be croased by a railroad, when 
England, to say nothing of the other oatioofl 
of Europe, has a prospect of becoming some- 
thing like a gridiron in ^pearance, a pLw 
will soon be laid to ci^ a tunnel through the 
mountains, and a railroad transpcfft future 
travellers, in an hour, a distance it took me 
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four of laborious riding to accomplish. 

The city of Caraccas is very extensive, 
many of the streets being a mile and half 
in length ; but there is rather a sombre look 
pervading them, owing, in my opinion, to 
the houses which have a gloomy monastic 
appearance with barred windows and large 
doorways, resembling, in some respects, the 
partes cocheres seen in the mansions of the 
rich and great in Europe ; though here they 
look like the entrances to prisons. The 
churches are handsome and numerous, the 
cathedral still shews the same dial as it pos- 
sessed in 1812 and the band still denotes 
the hour, 4 o'clock p. m., at which that aw- 
ful catastrophe occurred. Thus pointing out 
to the constant passers by the uncertainty of 
life, and how soon " even in the twinkling 
of an eye," they may be called to their 
doom j but this is not the only thing we are 
reminded of by that mute monitor ; it tells 
us to be thankful that, 'midst the devastation 
and ruin then caused, we were spared, spared 
to enjoy the beauties of this beautiful 
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world, and bless that Almighty Power who 
watches over us, whose eye never sleeps, and 
who visits us with such calaraitiea only 
in mercy, to teach us, self-depending mortals, 
as we are, how futile is our power, how 
omnipotent His, 

One ornamental luxury is required in Ca- 
raccas ; a public garden for the general in- 
habitants, for though some private individuals 
have parterres abounding in all the beautiful 
trees, shrubs, plants, and flowers, of that re- 
gion and others, in the greatest perfection and 
profusion, and amongst the most luxuriant 
are those of Gieueral Paez, and Madame Ki- 
vas, no place of the kind has yet been 
projected for the people ; neither is there a 
bathing establishment. 

But the thing most required, in a state just 
struggling into intelligence, is wanted ; no 
public library opens its doors to satisfy the 
appetite for knowledge just beginning to be 
felt. In the colleges reside professors of 
the different European languages ; but some- 
thing, surely, is required for others. Learning 
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must not be confined to a coU^. It is, 
therefore, a pity, that in a lai^ge city like 
this, more than one public library is not 
formed. 

The market is well supplied with all the 
European fruits and vegetables; besides 
those peculiar to the country and the tropics ; 
which are fer superior to those seen in the 
colonies : the Cristophine, generally so rare, 
is here seen in immense heaps. But the 
plaza is not sheltered ; and there, hour after 
hour, the vendors sit exposed to the scorch- 
ing mid-day sun, or the pelting rain. 

As a residence, few places possess more 
advantages than Caraccas ; the climate 
agrees with persons of all nations ; private 
residences and living of every description are 
cheap ; or should an hotel be preferred, ^e 
diuly expenses at the principal, including 
wine, &c., is only fourteen rials*. A^ 
a proof of its salubrity my hostess told me 
that invalids frequently came there in a 

* A rial 1b iaH a fraac or fin pence Englid. 
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state of great languor and exhaustion, but 
after a few dajs their appetites returned, 
and they regained their woDted health. 

A small theatre offers amusement for the 
lovers of the drama ; and a Tertulia at the 
Bolsa (Exchai^e) provides chess, billiards, 
dominos, cards, &c., or conversation ; but 
when I was ia the city, this club was held 
at the hotel del Vapor. 

The ladies of Garaccas seldom appear in 
the streets except on Sundays or religious 
festivals, when they are seen elegantly attired. 
Perhaps the want of carriages and the rug- 
ged, badly paved streets, are the reasons why 
they confine themselves within the precincts 
of their gardens ; but a good public prome- 
nade would a.dd greatly to enliven the city. 
General Faez, who was President in 1841 
possesses a handsome hoose, and a beautifully 
arranged garden, containing rare fruits, trees 
and flowers, but no guard or sentry at his 
door denoted it as the abode of any import- 
ant functionary. General Loublette has 
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since succeeded to his office of President of 
the Republic. 

The inland trade of Venzuela is very con- 
siderable ; on the different roads large droves 
of mules laden with merchandize are con- 
stantly to be met, and the coming of these 
droves creates no little excitement ; for the 
muleteera drive them at full speed dovfn hill 
so that travellers must be on the alert, and 
either rapidly precede the party or draw 
aside at a broad part of the path to allow 
them to pass. 

The peons, [leasants, or labourers are strong, 
active, and industrious ; but want of popu- 
lation is a great drawback to the advancement 
of commerce in this country ; to increase 
which the Government holds out great 
encouragement to emigrants, by grants of 
land, to settle there. In the afternoon of 
the day after my arrival, I proceeded, at- 
tended by a guide on foot, to Las Ajuntas, 
and was four hours on my journey. 

Between las Ajuntas and Caraccas, at a 
place called La Binosas, a short distance 
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from the road, two large trees were shewn to 
me, as that extraordinary kind, named " Palo 
de Vacca" ; the owner of them gave me some 
of their sap, which had the same creamy 
semblance, the same flavor, as the sap of the 
tree, in the forest of Santa Gmz, described 
by Sir R. K. Porter ; but on my mentioning 
that to General Paez, he said it was probably 
a mistake ; and the trees at Eimosas were the 
" Caoutchoue", which yields a sap some- 
thing similar to that of the Palo de Vacca. 

I had some difficulty in conversing with 
General Paez, who would speak only Spanish, 
assuring me that he knew neither English or 
French ; but I afterwards heard that he un- 
derstood both languages, but was diffident in 
speaking them. His son speaks English and 
French perfectly well. 

Baron Humboldt says, in his narrative, 
that, between Antemano Las and Ajuntas, he 
crossed the Rio Guayra, seventeen times ; 
but at this period there were only three fords 
to pass through : perhaps the course of the 
river has been changed, or, as he advised a 
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new road, formed. He also describes the 
pea«btreesiQtheoTcbard9,aroiiDd Autemano, 
as full of blossoms id February, 1800. I 
saw these same orchards with the fruit not 
quite ripe, though, a part of it bad been 
gathered. 

At this little village I remained the night, 
and the next morning started earlj, passing 
through San Pedro, a place completelj 
encircled by mountains, and La& Lajas, to 
Coquixas, a distance that took me ten hours 
to accomplish ; but then it was through 
a charming scenery ; sometimes I wended 
my way along a fertile valley, then over 
mountains, and iuto other hollowfi, if possible 
more luxuriant than the former ; fording 
perhaps a river dashing on its rapid course 
to the sea. Bridges are so unusual in Vene- 
zuela that travelling in carriages is almost 
impossible. I passed along a good bridle 
road, but met no vehicle of any description. 

September 15, I was journeying from 
Ooquixas to Vittoria, traversing Con- 
s^o, and many villages and hamlets whert^ 
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if tired and &int, you inaj rest and obtain 
a simple repast, composed of chocolate, eggs, 
milk, cakes made of maize or Indian com, 
and in places of somewhat more importance, 
at the Pulperiaa, good bread, biscuit, and 
rice are added. 

In the neighbourhood of Vittoria are 
many cocoa and coSee plantations; it is 
hence the Vittoria wheat was brought, and 
no doubt yielded the four crops a year so 
much talked of : certainly in no climate 
chequered with frost or snow can that be 
the case. 

I only remained at Vittoria sufficient time 
to take refreshment, and then, a mule being 
kindly lent to me by a Mend, (Senor Ba- 
mtiu for my guide) went on to San Matteo, 
and, after fording three rivers, arrived at Tur- 
nero, where I resolved to sleep ; but started 
at dawn next day and went to Maracai to 
broak^t 

Ova: the village of San Matteo, on an 
eminence stands a house once the residence 
El lAb&rtador. Of course every one would 
F 3 
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pay a visit there, for though in every plture 
you meet something made sacred as con- 
nected with him, still you seem to feci double 
interest when on a spot sacred to his domestic 
moments. 

Maracai is about the sair.e size as Vittoria, 
and looking, as Mr, Hawkshaw says, " dull 
and silent," inhabited almost entirely by 
natives, viho are principally engaged in the 
cultivation of cotton, with a little sugar and 
coffee. 

The ride from Maracai to Sad Joaquim 
took me seven hours, during which time I 
forded six rivers. Oh how I longed to see 
them spanned by a graceful suspension bridge, 
a kind I always think most suited to lovely 
scenery. 

To ride from San Joaquim to Guacara, 
occupied only two hours ; and thence> 
another three leagues brought me to Valencia' 
which is quite as handi^ome, though not as 
large as Caraccas. 

The entrance to the town is over a fine 
bridge, the second I had crossed that day- 
This cityEtar.ds on a flain fcrn"irg the com- 



N Google 



VESEZ0BLA. 101 

lAeacemeQt to the valley of Aragaa, and 
encircled or nearly so by hills : some rugged 
and naked, others clothed with foliage. 
From the summit of the old Fort of Cabrera, 
situated just over the road, between Maracai 
and San Joaquim, you catch the finest vieW 
of the lake of Valencia shining like an im- 
mense sheet of molten silver. 

Id the city is a good hotel kept by au Eq- 
glishman : remember this, my fellow country-^ 
men, and should fate send you, or inclination 
lead you to Valencia, patronise him as I did ; 
and pray do not forget to visit the fine resi- 
dence of General Faez which contains pictutea 
of an immense size, representing the different 
battles between the Spanish and Columbian 
forces daring the war of Independence ; to 
every picture is appended a narrative of 
each action, t^iat terminated in favor of the 
latter, under Bolivar, whose name is revered 
and cherished throughout the-republic. Ko- 
lhi»2 suCT^ ^^^ reverence more than the 
manner In wUcii ais °^^^ ^ -^^ Libertador 
is spokeo ; it eoioes mtli a vul^ "f P"'ie and 
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a flash of the dark eyes, whenever occasion 
oflers. No wonder the Venezueleang feel 
thus ; and, as I pasaed before the pictures* 
I experienced for him the same admiration ; 
but were I a painter, another picture should be 
added. I would do honorto one deserving of as 
much reverence as Bolivar. I would repre- 
sent that meeting where a hint was thrown 
out, that sovereign power ought to be be- 
stowed on El lAhertador and the moment 
chosen should be, when General Paez rose, 
dagger in hand, and threatened death to any 
one, he thought capable of forming the wish 
to enslave his just liberated country. 

On my return to Caraccas I turned from 
my road to visit Macunda and here I caught 
a beiutifnl glimpse of the lake of Valencia. 

Before daylight the next morning I left 
Macunda,, and passing through Guacara to 
San Joaquim, breakfested, and then went to 
see a warm spring on the Mariara estate ; like 
most of these sort of springs it is of no 
use to the inhabitants of the country, 
though capable I should suppose of being 
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made as oseful as those of Gaadaloupe and 
Martinique. 

It issues from the ground forming a small 
pool, but too small to bathe in, and thence 
oozes off in a stream that h lost in the ad- 
joining fields. 

Twelve hoars riding at length brou^t me 
to La Trinidad, an estate belonging to Gene- 
ral Riez, which is only about a tenth 
part of it cidtirated, for want of sufficient 
labourers, but the proceeds of that small part 
produce a revenue of five thousand pounds 
sterling yearly. 

The situation of this residence is beautiful, 
commanding a view over a wide extended 
plain and the town of Maracai, beyond which 
fitter the stili waters of the lake, its shores 
bounded by rising lands and mountains, the 
highest of which is lost in the clouds. 

Altogether it is a spot well suited for a 
soldier to rest on his laurels, and forget the 
turmoils of war and rapina 

Leaving La Trinidad the following morn- 
ing, I commenced my return to Garaccas ; 
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passed the first night at San Matteo. the nezt- 
at San Pedro, and at three o'clock on the 
third daj was again at Caraccas. 

The epithet, ohstinate as a mule, certainly 
does not applj to those of Venezuela, for 
they are Btrong, active, easily guided, and 
capable of good speed, reqmriog nothing but 
the malojo to eat, which is to be [Hrocnred 
in all places and is very cheap ; many of 
them after the most fatiguing journey pre- 
ferring it to any com offered. 

Every thing in this country is cheap but 
the mules, and either in purchasing or hiring 
you must pay dearly for them. 

A short risit to La Guayra and walking 
about the city, occupied ray next three days ; 
but on the 27th I accompanied two gentle- 
men to Pitari to dinner. 

This was a delightful ride, leading past 
the base of the saddle mountain reaching 
nine thousand feet above the sea ; a friend 
told me he had ascended to the summit, but 
that it took him two days, and as my time 
was limited I was compelled to wait till I 
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could again visit this couDtrj ; all I could 
aow do was to gaze in admiratioa at its tower- 
ing grandeur. 

My next peregrination was to the estates 
of Fundacion, and Santa Cruz belonging to 
M. Rivas ; the former highly cultivated in 
coffee and cocoa, the latter in sugar. 

The road to these estates is pretty good 
in fine weather, but from Santa Cruz to the 
spot in the woods where the Cow trees are 
found, it is impossible for any animal, lai:ger 
than a dog, to penetrate. How we scram- 
bled through I know not, for it was a toil- 
some task. But when reached the Gaiacto- 
dendron of botanists, the Palo de Yacca of the 
Oaraccas, and by which we understand the 
Cow tree, is not particularly pleasing in ap- 
pearance ; it grows £rom forty to fifty feet 
high, and lias leaves something like the 
laurel but thicker and more tough. I was told 
there waa only one of these trees in this 
wood but my friend with his cotUeau de 
chasse discovered five others considerably 
smaller than the celebrated one I first saw, 
t 5 
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and which was described by Sir Ejbert Kerr 
Porter, though yielding the same kind of sap 
and is ic reality something like cream, can 
never I think be used as a substitute if 
I can judge by what I then tasted it being 
clammy and adhesive to the lips. 

The day after, visiting the Palo de Vacca 
I rode to Petaguira, with Colonel Brand, and 
an English officer who served under Bolivar, 
and lost his hearing from the firing of Artil- 
lery during the war. 

This gentleman was so deaf that he car- 
ried a small slate in his pocket to hand to 
me when he observed me about to speak. 
Upon that I wrote my observations, and he 
gave a verbal reply. The Venezuelean go- 
vernment has bestowed a pension of twelve 
hundred dollars per annum on him. for his 
services, with the rank of colonel, and he 
resides in Caraccas. 

It was very obliging of him to accompany 
me this morning, for it was a terrible road 
we had to pass along ; but I wished to in- 
spect the dormant gold mine, which had the 
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86 nblance of a common cave of little depth, 
the sides, in many places, glittering with a 
kind of ore, but not of any value. 

The gold is contained in veins of deep 
black mud which the Colonel convinced me 
of by scraping off a small quantity of it and 
causing it to be dried, when the precious 
dust appeared shining amidst the dross, 
the Peons, or peasants, in the vicinity collect 
this sort of mud, wash it in the river below, 
dry it in the sun, and then, separating the 
gold dost, sell it By these means they earn 
about four rials per diem, though, as is na- 
tural, mnch to the displeasuse of the pro- 
prietors who would have the mine explored 
could they form an association for the pur- 
pose. 

What pleased me most at Petaguira, was 
a garden containing peach, apple, quince, chiri- 
moya, and other fruit trees, with flowers, and 
vegetables, I have never seen surpassed, 
excepting on the mountainous estate, Galli- 
pan, where I feasted on a kind of wood 
strawberry, growing on each side the border. 
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How straoge it is, that beautiful as the 
fruit of Garaccas really is, in the markets 
you never see a good peach or sweet, jvucy 
apple. They are gathered before they are 
ripe, and in consequence lose their flavor ; 
But the preserves made -of them are in some 
measure a recompense. I never saw in any 
country a greater qunntity of sweets. 

We slept the night before inspecting this 
mine in a wretched cottage at Palo Negro, a 
small hamlet, in a dreary situation. 

On the ninth of October, I left Garaccas for 
La Guayra, whence, on the seventeenth, I 
accompanied a friend to the Hadendo, Galli- 
pan, situated, one would fluppose when there, 
up mountains, on a level with the Silla, and 
commanding a most beautiful view of the 
city of Garaccas. 

I never saw any thing more lovely than 
this spot, surrounded with coffee and cocoa 
plantations, peach, apple, quince, and many 
other fruit trees. 

* If the height of the SUla be, ia reaHij, 9,000 
eet, it is conaidenbly abore Galipan. 
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Venezuela is entirely free from mendicity ; 
tJie only instance I witnessed at all ap- 
fffoaching it, was one day^ when returning 
from Valencia, my guide suddenly called to 
me on the road " Senor, el Ciego !" — " Sir, 
the blind man." On looking towards the place 
he indicated I saw one, at the corner of a 
hut, a little off the road — this convinced me 
that it was customary for travellers to give 
to the indigent blind. 

The people are uncommonly mild and 
peaceable ; it is easy to gain their good will ; 
and they appear particularly partial to the 
English, probably because they are much in- 
debted to the efforts of those among our 
countrymen, who assisted so powerfully to 
obtain independence for them. It is affirmed 
' that, towards the close of the contest, called 
in Venezuela the War of Independence, 
Bolivar reckoned ten thousand British volun- 
teers, under his standard. 

In all inhabited parts of the country, the 
produce is considerable and varied ; consisting 
(^ sugar, cocoa, coffee, rice, indigo, tobacco. 
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cotton, iDdian com, vaonilla, Guinea corn, 
fruits, and vegetables, in abundance ; among 
the fruits, peaches, apples, quinces, together 
with those of the tropics and the West India 
Colonies, with a peculiarlyfine one called 'chi- 
rimoya," or a name similar in souad, for I 
never saw it in print — ^it is of a delicious 
flavour and extremely nutritious, something 
like the custard, or sugar apple, but vastly 
si^rior ; it grows too on a fine, lai^e, shady, 
evergreen tree. There are immense herds of 
cattle, heef, consequently very plentiful, be- 
ing sold, to the best of my recollection, at 
about an English shilling the arroba, twenty 
fire pounds weight, but every partide of fat 
is cut away, and the purchaser gets only the 
lean, unless otherwise bespoke, or agreed 
for, when the price is higher ; the fat gene- 
rally is converted into tallow, greater part of 
which, if not all, is consumed in the country. 
At Aroa, about sixty miles from the sea, 
and eighty in a straight line from Puerto 
Cabello, according to Mr. Hawkshaw's Kemi- 
niscences of South America, there are valu- 



ji-vGooglc 



TOEZUSLA. Jill 

n,ble copper miaes, which yielded, as he 
states, in his geological description of them, 
a considerable quantity of ore, about the 
year 1833. 

There was a small theatre at Caraccas, 
but not open. 

A friend having recently favored me with 
the foUowing ioformation, it i8> with his 
permission, inserted in his own words. 

"Venezuela 1842. — " As regards Venezuela^ 
or rather Caraccas, of which I only can speak, 
although I b^eve it may be takeu as a fair 
sample of the Republic in general — there 
seems to be much ignorance, indeed few 
people in this county have ever heard of 
such a place, and those who have imagine, 
because it has been revolutionized, that it is 
still unsettled, and indeed that it is danger- 
ous to reside or invest capital there. All I 
can say is that I resided there upwards of a 
year, holding an appointment which periiaps 
gave me a greater opportunity of judging of 
the stability and integrity of the people, as 
well as hearing viva voce irom the most -in.* 



N Google 



1I2 TENEZDELA. 

flueotial merchaDts there of the immense 
field open to the capitalist iD almost every 
branch of trade ; indeed the climate and 
soil, as you are aware, is not to be surpassed 
in the world — where I have seen cotton, 
cocoa, coffee, indigo, and sugar grow to per- 
fection. I think I saj enough when the 
Planters can pay 12 per cent, for money ; 
their profits must be great to enable them to 
do so, and yet that is almost the lowest inte- 
rest for it. 

"The Colonial Bank has a branch at Ga- 
raccas, with agencies at La Guayra, Porto 
Cabello, &c., and can discount the best paper, 
and almost to any amount, with unexcepti- 
onable security, at 12 per cent, and I am 
informed that their losses have been most 
trifling; nothing to be compared to their 
branches in the West India colonies, and 
although the government have lately opened 
a bank (1841) and discount at eighty the 
Colonial still retain the preference at the 
unchanged rate, 12 per cent., but this will 
not sui^rise you when I say that many per- 
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Sons are still diacouating with prirate iDdi-- 
viduals at one and a half to 2 per cent, per 
month for accommodation for twelve months 
as the hank onlj profess for three or six 
months, which is inconvenient to the planters 
Who wish to realize their crops, which gene^ 
rail/ are sold to the merchants, in Oaracca^ 
to enable thenl the better to meet their lia- 
bilities, and which thej seldom or never fail 
to do.* As to their honestj and the aecu- 
ritj, I can vouch for, having, a mere stranger, 
scarcely speaking any of their language* 
chartered a smill schooner at La Guayra, 
with a mixed and poor set of mariners, not 
speaking a word of English, embarked alone 
for Porto Oabello, for the purpose of return- 
ing with a laige amount of specia The 



* The "Colonial Battle being under the direction 
of a manager onl^, persons prefer dealing with It in 
preference to having their monetoiy affitira pryed 
into hj a board of six or eight directors, of which 
the National ia composed. 
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dollars, some fort; thousaDd, were rolled 
down the wharf in the middle of the day, in 
EdsteeQ or twenty kegs ; and of course their 
weight and jingling, told pretty well their 
contents ; nerertheless, I returned alone, feel- 
ing perfectly flecure, (by the bye there are 
few other countries where I should hare felt 
as easy in mind), and on arrival at La Quayra, 
they were carried over the mountains, on 
mnles* backs, to the capital, under the guid- 
ance of a Peon, without any kind of escort ; 
indeed I did not accompany them myself 
from La GoajoB, and I (Europeans should 
blush when they doubt the honesty of the 
people who could safely conduct such tangible 
temptation with a very small pecuniary 
reward) have such implicit faith, I would 
trust untold treasure exposed, to people like 
them, without an idea of losing a farthing 
by theft. 

On the Idth of October, I embarked on 
board the Firefly and took- my leave of Ve- 
nezuela ; hut before I quit the subject let 
me give a hint or two to future travellers. 
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To see every thing properly, to acquire all 
the information the intelligent wayferer 
would wish, a knowledge of the Spanish 
language is indispensable ; and as a kind of 
guide I recommend a work written by Colo- 
nel Godazzi, which contains a luminous and 
comprehensive history, and description of 
the country. This work was published in 
1841, but I think it is scarcely known to the 
British public. 

I have irequently quoted from Hawkshaw's 
work which is but little inferior to the above 
and which I regret much not having had with 
me during my excursion. 
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CHAPTER I. 



NoTffiTHSTiNDiKQ the pressure of the timeS, 
and a series of awful calamities, during past 
years, this beautiful island retains its pris- 
tine attractions, or, rather, is more lovely 
than when I last viewed its richcess. 

IJever could it have shone more glowin^y 
than on the 24th of January in the present 
year, the rain of the early part of the day 
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and of the two or three preceding, had im- 
parted a more than usual brightness to the 
verdure, and cooled the air, whilst a brilliant 
tropical suQ spread a blush of splendor over 
forest, niountain„sea and vallej. 

There is something in the softness of the 
vale of Basseterre and the cultivated sides of 
Monkey Hill, behind which rise other moun- 
tains higher and higher, till thej are crowned 
by the gigantic Mount Misery which seems to 
stand the frowning guardian of the loveliness 
beneath. 

This island is siuated in 17f 18' North 
Latitude and 62? 40' West Longitude, is 
about fourteen leagues in circuit, seven in 
length, two in breadth, and contains sixty- 
three square miles divided into nine parishes. 

Christ Church, containing twelve eetatee. 



St Ann's, 


fourteen ditto. 


St. George's, 


nineteen ditto. 


St. John's, 


nineteen ditto. 


St. Maiy's, 


thirteen ditto. 


St. Paul's, 


uzteen ditto. 


St. Peter's, 


. twenty-two ditto. 
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St Thomas's, 


. . fifteen 


ditto. 


Trinity, 


thirteen ditto. 




Total of Parishes 


143 



The following ia the quantity of produce 
shipped from this Island from ihe 11th 
October, 1843, to the 10th October, 1844 — 
to which I annex the quantity shipped 
during the corresponding period in the 
previous year; and heartily congratiilate 
the proprietary body on the increase during 
the past : — 







1844. 


1843. 


AddL 


SugT. 


HhcU. 


6,851 


4,376 


2,476 




Tiercefl 


3<4 


161 


193 




Bamll 


3,374i 


2,460i 


914 


Em. 


Pimi 


769 


403 


366 




Hid.. 


60 


18 


32 




Bamh 


12 




12 


Holaaau. 


Pmi 


3,686 


3,440 


1,146 




Hhi. 


•2i 


10 


14 




Tanks 


66 


42 


14 



The following articles hare also been ex- 



N Google 



BT. OnaiSIOFHEB. 119 

ported, for the year endiag the 10th of Octo- 
ber last : — 

Arrow root, 14 barrela, 21 boxes, 1 jar. 

Caasada, 1 box. 

Ca7eiiiie Pepper, 1 box. 

Cocoonuta, 23,938. 

Nute, 13 barrels. 

Ox Hides, 371. 

Peppers, 2 kegs. 

Hcklea, 2 puna., 22 hhds., 78 casks, 68 barrels, 

8 jars, 1 box, 7 kegs. 
I^te and seeds, 1 packages. 
Potatoes, 120 barrels 24 bags. 
Preserres, 47 boxes, 3 jars, 6 casks. 
Salt, 5,628 barrels. 
Sbrab, I cask, 1 jug. 
Succades, 11 boxes. 
Taroarinds, 135 oaaka, 13 barrels, 02 kegs, 

19 jars. 
Toils les Mois, 3 cask^ 2 pans., 54 bbls., 377 
boxes, 4 kegs, 1 oonister. * 
Turtle, 33. 
Yams, 8 barrels. 



* Recently a plant called loiu les moirs has been 
iirtroduaed into the colony, and rivals the arrow root 
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The population of the island according to 
the census of 3rd of June 1844, waa males 
10,523. Females 12,654, making a total 
of 23,177. 

The following is an abstract of the revenue 
of this Colony, for the year commencing 1st 
January, 1844, aud ending 31st ultimo : 



ReceipU. 


Sterling. 


B&knce in favor of the Public 


£25^5 18 ^ 


Net proceeds of dntiea under 1 
5 and G Vict, c 49 J 


2588 17 3i 


Tonniige Act 


1093 5 10 


Import Act . . . . 


7667 15 3 


Hawkera and Pedlers Act . 


28 6 8 


Fines and Foes 


467 9 3 


Classical Seminary 


33 5 


Game Licenses 


16 3 




£14,481 10 



in quality ; whilst its appearance is infinitely more 
omamentaJ. The stalk reflembtes that of Indian 
Com, the leaf that of tlie tulip, and a beautiful red 
bloBBom rises to the top, and expanding forms a pleas- 
ing contrast to tbe bright green leat 

The powder is formed by a similar process as arrow 
root, tbe younger fibres serving for vegetables in lieu 
of Yams, Tanniera, or Heddoes. 
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Expenditure. 


Sterling 


FubUc aeFTUits 


i2088 11 2 


PubUc BnUdinsi 


575 6 H 


PoBm 


1947 14 i 


Hiiolkneotia CirilSemco . 


3449 S 0) 


Priaoner'B Diet and Cbthing 


299 11 H 


Uedical Attendance on Prisoners 


46 C> 8 


Ports and Armourer 


17 12 8 


Printing 


185 11 ei 


Census 


S09 1 H 


CoK,n.rf».dM.dioJAtt.nd».eeon| j,„ ^ ^ 


Inquests 


) 


Bonds . 


1482 10 


Inunigration . 


500 


Drawback on duties 


112 18 9 


Stationary 


4 12 « 


Balance in faror of tbe Public 


3103 4 7 



X 14,431 10 

The inhabitants ot St Christopher may 
Trell boast of their isknd beauties ; and in 
good truth, if the loveliness of nature can 
create happiness they are blessed indeed ; 
but their town is not in accordance with the 
surrounding objects, though much improved 
since my former visit. 

VOL II. Q 
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The hoiraes being built of wood bate an 
BnprepoasessiDg appearance though internally 
they combine comfort with elegance. The 
Government House has been much embel- 
lished, and Pall Mall square is now a pretty 
place adorned with some large, shady, sand- 
box trees. Still Basseterre might be a much 
prettier place ; mats nous attendons, Victoria 
read, and another leading to Canada Hill, 
hare been formed ; therefore a spirit of 
improvement has visited the Christophians. 

The Fountain estate, about a mile from 
the town, is of great antiquity and described 
in a French work of 1650, as a magnificent 
Chateau with a chapel, a vast garden, adorned 
by fountains, many fine stables, servants and 
other offices ; provision stores, cool cellars, 
and a town, inhabited principally by 
riave^ called Angola. At that period the 
island was divided between the two great 
nations, and the inhabitants of both sides " 
are represented in the work above mentioned 
as living on terms of reciprocal harmony and 
•Ten friendsliip. 
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La Fontaine, being the reddence of the 
French Governor the Chevalier de Poincj ; 
and Middle island the ahode of the English ; 
the former etill retains tmces of its ancient 
eplendor, but the latter, an island no longer, 
is interesting from containing the grave of 
Sir Thomas Warner, the first En^ish settler, 
and afterwards governor, who died, as 
denoted by the inscription on hia tomb, 
close to the church of St. Thomas, Middle 
Island, on the tenth of March, 1648. 

Each parish has its little church ; and 
in them the spirit of the settlers is displayed. 
It Ib true thej boast no architectural beauty, 
or Gothic ornament, but the prettiest and 
most pictturesque spots were chosen for their 
sites. 

There are four fortresses ; that of Brim- 
stone Hill being the principal, and occupied 
by a garrison of her Majesty's troops ; Fort 
Charles which is dismantled ; Stone Fort 
also abandoned, except by a few poor fami- 
lies ; and Fort Thomas which is but slightly 
fortified. 

a 3 
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Now, kind reader though Mount Misery 
first attracts our attention, and BrimBtone 
Hill looks smilingly ; though the dancing 
waves glitter joyously before our eyes, we 
will leave Basseterre and take the bridle 
road to Sandy Point, arrogating to itself the 
title of town, and which really is worthy a 
visit if only to pass through the half mile 
of sea^side grape, the golden fruit hanging 
in large clusters amongst the lai^e, round 
leaves. 

Dieppe, too, rejoices in the name of town, 
though in reality only composed of an estate 
of that name, and a few houses. It is a pity 
to have your pleasure, at the sight of these 
pretty, rural hamlets, destroyed by a word 
that to most peri-ons brings an association of 
large, dusty looking houses, streets, with 
perchance wood pavement, flag stones, shops 
and a busy, active population. 

Nichola town — a few houses embosomed 
in trees surrounded by the bright green cane, 
and the brightest, gayest flowers. 

Cayon must not be forgotten, where there 
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is a Moravi&D Mission and a pretty chapel ; 
and hexe is crossed one of the four rivulets 
that intersect the island. On the north side, 
if the atmosphere be clear, the Islands of 
St. Eustatia, Saba, St. Barthc^omew, and St 
Martin are seen, looking like emeralds set in 
brilliants. 

In this ride, or nearly so, round the 
island, the best views of Mount Misery are 
obtained from the north and south ; through 
every where it fonns a conspicuous object, 
rising as it does 3,711 feet in perpendicular 
height, making Brimstone Hill look but a 
hillock in comparison. 

This latter is on the western coast, extend- 
ing gradually from the sea to an elevation 
of 750 feet. The sloping sides of the 
mountain are covered with verdure, up 
which a circling carriage road conducts as far 
as the parade ground beneath the citadel, 
which forma a most imposing object. Belong- 
ing to the fortress are seven large tanks, one 
^pable of containing ninety thousand gal- 
lons, besides smaller within the vralls. It is 
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a most formidable fortification, and a lovely 
spot ; for in some parts the foliage hangs in 
festoons from tree to tree, forming a canopy 
kings might have envied. I speak only of 
one side of the mountaiii ; the others are 
inaccessible, and flanked by rocky heights. 

Whilst at Brimstone Hill I felt a great 
trish to see the crater under the emnmit of 
Mount Misery ; and having prevailed upon a 
few gentlemen to join me in my excursion, on 
the sixth of February, 1 845, 1 left the fortress, 
descending towards Fort Charles, which we 
left on our right, proceeded to the village of 
Sandy Point ; then ascending to an estate 
called the Farm, rested awhile, before com- 
mencing the difficulties of our way. At a 
hut, some distance from the farm, we left 
our horses, and walked to a forest still more 
elevated ; through this we scrambled, still 
ascending, over ground obstructed by trees, 
coarse, long grass, noxious weeds, some parts 
steep and rocky ; others humid and slippery ; 
others, again, nothing bat deep ruts of thick 
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Mud; the density of the wood, on either 
side, leaving us no choice. 

In some places, wh3re terrific precipices, 
with only narrow, sloping pathways to climb 
over them. 

At length, after a fatiguing ascent 
of three quarters of au hoar from entering 
the forest, we emerged upon rather a levd 
space shewing some few remains of cultiva- 
tion. Coffee shrubs, bearing large green 
berries, were seen surrounded by brushwood, 
fallen trunks of td'ees, and weeds. Amongst 
all these was a gigantic looking tree of the 
silk cotton species, containing, within the 
^vity of its enormous trunk, refreshing^ pure, 
cold water, about two feet in depth, which 
certainly was supplied by a spring under the 
tree, for, though we all drank heartily, we 
did not diminish the quantity. Rain water 
it could not be, the branches were too large 
and shady to admit of any penetrating to 
the trunk. 

Leaving this table land, which is called 
Blake's Level, we continued our route, alt^er- 
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nately ascending and descending for a space 
of two hours and a half, bj which time we 
had attained to a considerable height, sepa- 
rated by an awM looking precipice, from 
Mount Misery, which waa frowning full 
in view many hundred feet above us. 

This precipice is by most persons consi- 
dered aa a crater, formed by a Tolcanic 
eruption in past ages ; but not even a 
tradition of such an event remains. 

From this spot, generally termed the "Top 
of the Crater", no view could be obtained j 
we were surrounded by an almost impenetra- 
ble wilderness ; and when Ve climbed some 
of the tallest trees, in the hope of an' extend- 
ed panorama, the mists hanging upon the 
surrounding heights prevented our seeing 
any thing clearly. 

We were a large party, including our 
followers, but not a merry one, for there was 
something so solemn in the grand solitariness 
around, that we became thoughtful ; still 
curiosity l«d us on, and we prepared, by an 
abrupt and precipitous descent, to visit the 
bottom of the crater. 
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Thia passage is not unaptly styled Jacob's 
Ladder ; but no one caa describe tbe di$- 
cuUies of siicb a task, nay tbe impractica- 
bility, were it not for tbe trees, brushwaodi 
and gnarled runks, growing on tbe side of tbe 
precipice. Occasionally arched, fibrous roots, 
^oemed formed into rude bandies, and tbese 
must be sought for and firmly grasped at 
each movement of the feet ; for there is 
scarcely a level spot to place tbem on ; in 
^me parts they rest on roots and tbe next 
step leads to oblique slippery ground, then 
to scraggy rock or smooth, round atone. In 
some spots a spring from one tree to another, 
nervous work when such a cavern of rocks 
yawns beneath into which one false step, or 
missing yo^r bold of tbe supporting branch, 
would burl you. 

As tbe bottom is approache 1, v egetation 
disappears for a -space, and ere it again ap- 
pears, sloping, shelving rocks must be sur- 
mounted. 

Thus the traveller toils ou till be comes 
t9 a more Uvel space, and a lak^ Qf cool 



N Google 



130 ST. CHRISTOFBER. 

clear water, about four acres in extent. 
Opposite the lake, on the acclivity of the 
mountaiD, are scattered small, slanting hil- 
locks emitting smoke and a clay-like 
Inaterial mixed with sulphur, lumps of which 
lie round, some adhering to stones of dif- 
ferent sizes and shapes. I much wished to 
have taken a specimen, but the trouble of 
the ascent prevented. 

tn one part there is a spring of muddy, 
clay-colored water, bubbling up with a hiss- 
ing noise and much smoke. This spring 
forms a pool much too hot to touch, but 
around it were smaller ones of clear water, 
less hot, and in the lai^est of which our 
followers amused themselves by bathing 
their feet. These waters have a strong 
sulphureous taste and smell, ^most as 
nauseous as some more distant springs of 
cold, clear water. 

To arrive at these pools and springs, called 
collectively, " the Sulphur" is as laborious a 
task as the descent to the lake ; scrambling 
from one spot to the other, first to a hot pool 
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into which you nearly tumble, then into a 
cold, the taste of which is too oauseoas to 
think of, though they shine like molten 
silver. 

I have forborne to say anything of the 
ravages caused by the late earthquake, be- 
causa I foncy my readers would prefer hear- 
ing of the present state of the island ; but 
as I am now upon the subject of Mount 
Misery, I think it right to mention, that a 
spiral cloud of white smoke was seen to 
ascend, and the sulphureous spring is said 
to hare bubbled up and orerspread the space 
around. I was also told that the appearance 
of the crater is changed and the difficulties 
of the descent much increased. There is a 
strange mixture of curiosity and awe in the 
feeling with which the wanderer finds him- 
self in such a sitoatien ; the former feeling 
leads lim on to explore frrah places, to 
pierce fether into these wonders of nature ; 
but standing amidst such a wild scene, 
looking into the lake beneath, or up to the 
rugged mountain bending over it, at a height 
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tif a tbousand feet plus ou moins and ia a 
tnanner buried iti the depth of a volcanic 
region, the latter prevailed ; and we pre- 
pared to re-asceod the precipice. 

ISot m&nj years since. Lieutenant Dacres 
of the 67th Regiment, missing his hold in 
this passage, fell to such a distance and was so 
dreadfully injured, that his companions with 
great difficulty succeeded in rescuing him, 
but he died a few days afterwards, much re- 



On reaching the top of Jacob's Ladder we 
found that the day was so far advanced that 
the utmost expedition must be used to clear^ 
if pos^ble, the wood, before darkness came 
on, but notwithstanding our efforts the ob- 
Btructions and impediments were so numerous 
we could not succeed ; and our path through 
that gloomy forest was iu complete obscurity. 
Not a star was perceptible through the 
thickly twined tminchra of the tall trees 
above our heads ; no moon shed a cheeriog 
light to point out to us which way to bend 
our steps. Thus uncertain as to whether we 
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were right or wrong we toiled on and fortu- 
natelj eacaped all dangers. 

The wood was cleared, the hut reached, 
our horsea mouated, and at about ten o'clock 
we arrrived at Brimstone Hill in safety. 

Let me however advise all future tourists 
who may viait the crater and its " Sulphurs," 
to start by the dawu, for it is impossible to 
calculate the time required for such a jour- 
ney, when the impediments you are likely to 
meet are unknown. 

The 8th of February was kept vdth re- 
ligious solemnity, being the anniversary of 
each a dreadful visitation ; and on the follow- 
ing morniEg I again rode from Brimstone 
Hill to the village of Old Road ; turning 
to Wingfield Manor the sea is behind ; but 
nothing can be more beautiful than the way 
you are traversing, particularly from a height 
looking down on the Manor and Romney es- 
tates. Fruit trees border your path and are 
scattered in every direction. The Mammee 
Apple, or Apricot de Saint Dominique, the 
Man^, the Cocoa-nut, the Cedar, the Gos- 
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tard Apple, all here present their beauties 
to the gaze of the admiring equestrian. 

Leaving Wingfield and ascending to a 
wood, we entered upon a narrow, precipitous 
tract, becoming more narrow as you advance 
obstructed by trees and weeds and windim 
past frightful precipices on one side, witl 
banks on the other, which, in many places, 
are fallen down so as to oblige the traveller 
to (damber over the fragments ; then again 
we encountered rocks, stones, mud, and all 
the disagreeaUes of the wood path we had 
traversed in our risic to the crater, attended 
with heavy rain which lasted two hours ; so 
that when we came to Spooner's Level we 
viesre wet through all our clothes. 

The Level consists of a vast tract of pas- 
ture lands, having two lakelets or ponds on 
them, containing good water. From the 
more elevated portion of this plain there-is 
a fine view of the opposite side of the idand 
Cayon, the mountains, valley, trees, &c., 
with the sea beyond. The rich appearance 
q£ the verdure and soU evinces that for the 
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purposes of agriculture this part is greatly 
adapted, and at a slight glance, the imagi- 
native visiter will plan a residence, command- 
ing interesting scenery with a mistQre o! the 
lovely and sublime not often met ; luzuriaDt 
gardens, avenuea, parterres, &c., with cane 
fields lying beyond, and cattle grazing on 
the pasture. Oh I it might rival any place in 
the wh(de cluster of the Antilles, were it not 
for the rain whitih ^Is there daily and hourly 
throughout the year, and this circumstance, 
together with the remains of a forsaken re- 
sidence,. and the difficulties of the approach, 
tells why this fine space remains in almost 
its primitive state. 

The raio having abated, the return through 
the wood was more agreeaWe, and we noticed 
Vestiges of gardens^ with fruit trees, shrubs, 
and many beautiful fiowers, perhaps planted 
by the slaves of the possessor of the once 
proprietor of the forsaken Level. 
- In Tob^o, en approaching a wood, the ear 
is assailed by the cries or c^Is of different 
birds, bat here, we neither saw any thing to 
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allowus to suppose St. Oiristopher is favored 
with those beautiful creatures, which form 
60 striking a feature io the scenery of the 
West Indies generally. la the southern park, 
however, the emerald humming bird ia seen 
amongst the blossoms of the fields and gar- 
dens in all its radiancy. 

From Brimstone Hill there is a command- 
ing view of the greater part of this island) 
and the neighbouring Dutch Fossessioqs of 
Saint Eustatia and Saba, which appear, at 
times, almost to join Saady Foint In clear 
weather the more distant islands of Saiot 
Bartholomew and Saint Martin are percepti- 
ble. Nevis is plainly seen by day, and seems 
to form a component part of Saint Chris- 
topher, but a narrow channel separating the 
two islands; their capitals, Basseterre and 
Charlestown, are ten miles from each other : 
boats and canoes frequently passing between 
them. 

On the windward side, at an agreeaUe 
part c^ the island, called Gayonne; is a long 
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established Moraviaa Mission, and aaother 
in Basseterre. 

At the Brigade Office is deposited a jouf' 
nal of occurrences during the siege of Brim- 
stone Hill, by a considerable Erench force, in 
the jear 1782, when it was not so strongly 
fortified as at present : since that event the 
citadel has been built. 

There is also a narrative of the French 
fleet under Admiral Villeneure, appearing in 
1805, before Basseterre, and levying a large 
contribution ; it being there stated that the 
Admiral demanded forty thousand pounds as 
a ransom, to spare a bombardment of the 
town ; that sixteen thousand pounds, all 
that could be collected, were delivered over 
to him, with which he departed peaceably, ' 
expressing an intention of paying a visit to 
Brimstone Hill ; but that the French fleet 
stood out to sea, and did not approach within 
range of the guns of the fortress : at that 
period the garrison was too weak to afford the 
slightest relief, or assistance to Basseterre 
and could only remain on the defensive. 
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A little to the southward of Basseterre is 
an estate, of which large salt ponds consti- 
tute a part ; and it is related, that, formerly, 
when the American vessels came there for 
salt, such was the active sale of that article, 
the douhloons, with which coin it was paid 
for, were taken up in wheelbarrows from the 
sea shore, for the sake of expedition, to the 
Proprietor's house ; but as the American 
merchants subsequently procured their sup- 
plies of salt from Turk's Island, that 
important branch of commerce has been in 
some degree lost to the property above 
mentioned. 

How often 'mid the cares and troubles of 
bis after life must Columbus have dwelt on 
the remembrance of this island I which, no 
doubt, appeared to him as lovely aa it now 
does to all others, or he would not have 
bestowed his own name upou it. 

Verily, for that, if for nothing dse, fair 
island, I honor you. 
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Who that ever sailed along the leeward shore 
of Saint Yincent, and seeing all look so 
beautiful, so inviting, could imagine that 
any thing like insalubrity prevails there ; 
or, who could stand upon the deck of a ves- 
sel gliding from Kingstown bay by day, when, 
a bright sunshine shone on Fort Charlotte 
sparkled on the various bays, and glittered 
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on the trees and cane fields of the estates 
near the coast of the northernmost part of the 
island, and gaze up to the Morne Soufriere,and 
fancy that to be the spot, whence issued such 
an awful conflagration, such appalling thun- 
der, and devastation, in 1813. ' 
This island is between 18 and 19 miles 
long, and between 11 and 12 broad ; situ- 
ated 21 miles S. W. of Saint Lucia, in 13o 
10.' north latitude, and GOo 37' west longi- 
tude, contains 84,286 acres, and 22 rivers 
capable of turning mills. 

The produce of St. Vincent appears to 
have decreased greatly, between the years 
1839 and 1842 ; in the former, the exporta- 
tion was; — 

Sugar, 8,828 Hogaheada, 299 TiercOT, 143 Burrela. 

Bum, 4,571 Puncheona, 4 ditto, 47 ditto. 

Molasses. 937 ditto 

Cotton 137 Bales 

Cocoa, 12 Bags 

Arrow Root, 2,173 Boxes, 67 Barrels 
IN 1842. 

Sugar, 8,504 Hogsheade 

Bum, 9d Puncheont^ 19 Hogsheads 
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Mfilnminn. 3,312 ptmobeons, 78 hogslie&dii. 
Cotton, S60 Bales 

Arrow Root, 1,287 Boxes, 36 Puncheone, 692 
Barrels. 

The population, accordiog to the census 
taken June 3rd, 1844, amounted to 27,248. 

Kingstown is so like the other principal 
towns, that are not remarkable for any thing 
peculiar, either in situation or buildings, that 
a description is superfluous. A winding 
road leads up an accUvitj, a distance of two 
miles, to Fort Charlotte ; a little below which 
is Old Woman's Point, and lower still> 
New Edinburgh. 

At the opposite end of the town is 
Dorchester Hill, with remains of barracks on 
- its summit, shewing, that formerly it was 
garrisoned. There is still a large tank of 
excellent water. Mount Sion, also on this 
side, with its signal staff, is a pretty object 
from the town, and serves for a cheerful 
walk before breakfast, or a ride in the even- 
ing. 

The Botanic Garden and Government 



N Google 



House are on a level spot, about a mile from 
Kingstown : amongst the many flowers and 
trees, by which the former is adorned, are 
large nutmeg, clove, and cinnamon treea 
in great perfection. 

Undoubtedly, the Soufriere is the first 
curiosity a stranger would visit in St. Vincent, 
to ascend which there are two roads from the 
capital ; one a good bridle path, leading 
through a small seaport town, or village, 
called Calliquaw, past may large estates, 
and over several fordable rivers ; the other 
by the windward, or leeward side of the 
island. 

The ascent is not attended with any great 
fatigue, as a steady mule will take you to the 
summit, which is about eight miles from the 
base, and twenty four from Kingstown. 

I should recommend ascending by one 
road and descending by the other. 

The height of the mountain is 3,700 feet 
above the level of the sea, and the Soufriere 
is on the top; by the eruption of 1812 a 
second crater was formed, near the original, 
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Wt Separated by a narrow, eloping ridge of 
land. The old crater contains a vast depth 
of water, ascertained, from sounding, to be 
ninety six fathoms ; and its diameter 
measuring seven furlongs ; from the lip, as 
it is called, or top of the bank, to the level, 
or commencement of water, the depth is six 
hundred feet. 

The new crater is almost dry, at least was 
so on the 27th August, 1841 ; not a vestige of 
fire was to be seen, or any warm water near ; 
consequently the volcano may be considered 
extinct, although on that day, between three 
and four o'clock, a loud rumbling noise was 
heard, at the sloping, narrow ridge which 
separates the two craters. 

For some years after the dreadful explosion 
the water was hot and smoking, now it is 
quite cold. 

On the Grand Sable estate there are three 
tunnels which, after crossing the river Byera, 
form the pass into the Carib country. There 
is also a tunnel, called Mount Young tunnel, 
360 feet in length, more than one hundred 
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of vhich are blasted out of solid rock ; a 
work that took many years to complete, and 
cost upwards of £. 3000 sterling. 

It opens a communication, under a promon- 
tory of Mount Young, with Byera Bay, 
where all the sugars from Grand Sable estate 
are shipped, and all supplies landed. 

In that part of the mountain facing the Bay 
ample ezcavations are made to serre as ware- 
houses, for the reception of the produce 
ready for shipping, and to receive the mer- 
chandize imported, from a commodious wharf 
to which are attached many ingenious con- 
trivances to protect boats from the force of 
the waves, to raise them out of the water 
and convey them on rollers to a place of 
shelter until again required for use. 

In the interior of the tunnel is a copious 
stream, of clear, fresh water, gushing from 
the rock, and Sowing down a channel into 
the sea. Within twenty yards of the en- 
trance, which is strongly secured, a watchman 
remdea, and a small excavation, used as a 
powder magazine, comes under his surveil- 
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AmoDgst the many loTely spots visible 
firom Mount Young is one, more beautiful 
than all, called Maxwell's valley, abruptly 
tenninated by a ledge of rocks, above which 
are scattered the provision grounds of the 
labourers. 

Down these rocks, which are overhung 
with woods, dashes a sparkling stream flow- 
ing into a basin beneath, and thence, winding 
through the centre of the valley overshadow- 
ed, on either side, by fine bread fruit and 
other trees ; its course terminating at the 
foot of a Mango, where it &Us into a canal. 

Proceeding down to the valley, romantic 
woods on one side, precipitous rocks on the 
other, a perpendicular mass of rock bursts 
on the sight, of most beautiful and varied 
forme, resembling shell work ; and growing 
from its side, about midway, rises a tree of 
large dimensions, extending majestically to 
the surfe^e of the rock, and its roots descend- 
ing in parallel columns from thirty to forty 
feet to the base, where they form a circular 
kind of arbour, with a narrow entrance, 
VOL ir. H 
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through which a streatalet glides into a rude 
basin formed by nature from the rock. 

This singular and attractive spot is desig- 
nated as the dropping well, and is as invit- 
ing a place as can well be imagined to linger 
in. 

Another pretty ride from Kingstown is to 
the Belair estate, on which there is a spa, 
the water of which issues from a low bank, 
and as it bubbles op has a white appearance ; 
but when poured into a glass is perfectly 
clear, and tastes agreeably, though the 
flavour is rather peculiar ; there is another 
spring of the same kind on the Gomier 
estate, and both are supposed to possess 
medicinal qualities but I am not aware that 
an analysis of the waters has been made. 

The Maniaquaw valley, a fine, cultivated 
plain, is on the road to the upper Vigie, 
whence is an extensive view of the windward 
coast. A ride to this spot is particularly 
recommended to the tourist ; it extends 
from Kingstown about fifteen miles, and in 
Bueh an excursion he will be able to judge 



ji-vGooglc 



ST. VINCENT. 147 

of the general appearance of the whole 
island. 

To the kindness of many I was indebted 
during my short residence in St Vincent ; 
to Lieutenant Minty and his lady, whom 
I saw almost daily, to Mr. Mc Donald, 
Mr. James Porter, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Sackville 
Taylor, and several others, I tender my 
my warmest thanks for the smiles which 
ever welcomed my approach, and the kind 
regrets expressed at my departure. 

On the sixth of September, 1841, I left 
the island, in the steam vessel, Tartarus, 
which sailed from Kingstown bay about nine 
o'clock, a. m. 
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Thopgh the scenery on the coast of St. 
Lucia is not to be compared to that of the 
leeward side of St. Vincent, yet a sail be- 
tween the two islands is one of the prettiest 
in the West Indies, comprehending, at a 
glance, the islands of Martinique, Dominica, 
St. Vincent, and Lucia, with the southernmost 
point of Guadaloupe ; and I am ready to 
confess to the picturesque appearance of the 
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Pitoas nhich stand as saatiasls on either 
side the eatrance to a bay ; whilst the mouo- 
taias certainly tower above each other ia 
majestic graadear. Ia Trinidad thej are as 
majestic but then it is a smiling sablimitj 
Grenada and St. Vincent are all softness 
bat St. Lucia to me always looked frowning 
then Castries is dirty, dull and miserable, and 
never seems to look to advantage excepting 
when seen from the summit of Mome Fortune, 
which is two miles and a half distant, and eight 
hundred and fifty feet above the level of the 
sea : here too you see the batteries at Tapion, 
and the Yigie (commanding its entrance) 
Pigeon island, many plantations, and in clear 
weather, the shores of Martinique ; behind, 
the view is shut in by higher mountains, 
the formidable Trace more lofty than all. 

On the tenth of August, 1841,1 started 
for my first tour, during that visit, accompa- 
nied by Messrs. Gnx and Trotman, to explore 
the valley of Gfrand col de Sac ; vall^ des 
Eoseaux ; vallee de I'Ance Galtet ; vallee 
and village de I'Ance a la Kaye ; vallee de 
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la baie de Gaoaries, to the tovii, or village, 
of SouMere, a distimce of abo]it thii-tj miles, 
over an intricate, though pretty good bridle 
road and through interestkig and picturesque 
scenery ; we only stopped once at the village 
de Tance a la Baye to rest and refresh our 
selves, yet we were benighted and rode for 
about two hours, in darkness, over woody 
mountains, not knowing whether we pur- 
sued the right path, and stumbling every 
now and then against trunks of trees. 
What a relief it was when the lights of Sou- 
friere guided us to our resting place. Whilst 
at Soufriere I almost felt inclined to change 
my mind and fancy a great deal of cheer- 
fulness in St. Lucia, fOT its valley looks 
smiling and though the Fitons rise frowning 
close to it, the one between three and four 
thousand feet, the other quite three, they are 
covered to their very summits with forest 
trees, round which the vapours cling in darken- 
ing masses or in light gossamer festoons. On 
almost every house in this little town there 
is a vine producing some of the finest grapes 
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which iaduces a wonder that fruit is Dot 
more generally cultivated in the islands. 

Whilst making Soufriere my head quartera. 
I rode through the valley, Fond St. Jacques, 
and to the Belle Flaine estate which affords 
full iffoof of the capability of Europeans for 
the culture of cocoa and coffee in tropical 
climates. 

Here it was ciUtivated in perfection and 
scarcely a native employed ; sixteen Ger- 
mans, most oi them married, are located 
there, each possessing a pretty cottage to re- 
side in, with a garden attached filled with 
fruits and Sowers ; all wore the look of con- 
test and comfort, and more than all of 
health — the air «n the height suiting their 
constitutions ; for, notwithstanding its name. 
Belle Plaine is situated on a lofty eminence 
about ten miles from SoufHere. 

In the valley leading to the above estate 
is another, called La Perle, which also affords 
proof of what the land in the islands might be 
made to produce : as you approach the dwell- 
ing house, you pass under the shade of sixlarge 
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date trees, the seeda of which were brought 
there and planted hj a gentleman, a few 
years since. They noyi look as flourishing 
as if their parent tree had come to maturity 
in St. Lucia, instead of Africa. 

On the Diamond estate in the same valley 
there was formeriy a bathing establishment 
supplied by a warm spring issuing fr'om the 
ground, which, when the grass and long 
weeds are cleared away, is still to be seen ; 
remains of the bath lie scattered around, and 
siiould the house belongiag to the estate be 
OQce more inhabited, perhaps will be restored 
to use. 

On returning from Belle Plaine we visited 
the Soiifre about a mile from the town, and 
very easy of access ; no fire or flame was 
perceptible, but many pools of boiling water, 
of a thick, forbidding colour, were foaming 
with great noise ; from some of these pools, 
a dense smoke arose, and sulph^ir in differ- 
ent sized masses was scattered all around. 
The volcano is of some extent, on an emi- 
nence not very lofty, but visible from the 
higher grounds to a distance. 
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On the 13th of August I retunied with 
my friends to Castries. 

I koow not why this is such a cheeriess 
place, for some of the buildings are good, 
and the Government House stands beauti- 
fully, overlooking the carenage, and the 
town ; ascending to this edifice I saw a mag- 
nificent locust tree, the branches laden with 
fruit drooping over the road. 

Then Morne Fortune is idways a delightful 
ride, though steep, the view from it mag- 
nificent and in its vicinity is excellent pastu- 
rage for cows, therefore Castries is one of 
the few places in the West Indies where you 
can procure fresh butter. 

One evening, just after my return from 
the Morne, where I had been dining, a shock 
of an earthquake was felt and caused great 
alarm ; the houses shook violently as if about 
to Ml, and the inhabitants rushed into the 
streets in great dismay. 

The Commissariat establishment, its de- 
pendencies and stores bordering on the 
Carenage, enlivens that end of the town, 
H 5 
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and adds to the picturesque scenery, viewed 
from a vessel when entering within Fort Ta- 
pion and the Vigie, and as it glides under 
the Governmeut House above the Carenage,' 
midway towards Morne Fortune, 

From the Commissariat buildings to Fort 
Tapion the road conducts by the village Ba- 
nane and the Half Moon Battery, which is 
advantageously situated and in excellent 
order. On that line of coast are Mangrove 
trees similar to those of Trinidad with oysters 
adhering to the branches and sterna. 

South of Tapion is an abandoned Fort called 
Ciceron, and iu its vicinity, rich lands frith- 
out any apparent owners : but inhabited by ' 
a number of labouring people who have 
built cottages and cultivated some acres of 
ground for their own support, and are sup- 
posed to be runaway slaves from the French 
islands of Guadaloupe and Martinique and 
style themselves, or are styled, Fosse par 
terre people. 

About eight miles from Castries is the 
village of Grosilet, on the sea shore, and op- 
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pofiite to Pigeon island, which, seea from 
this place, has the appearance of a lion re- 
cumbent ; the channel which separatea it 
from St Lucia is nearly a mile broad. 

This little island, about three quarters c^ 
a mile in length, contains buildings for a 
considerable hospital, supposed to hare been 
intended for the reception of convalescents, 
£rom all the West Indian colonies; and 
occasionallj sick soldiers have been sent 
there from Dominica and Castries. . 

Its position seems well adapted for the 
recovery of health, open as it is to the sea 
breezes, and offering the advantages of 
lathing, with suf&cient level ground for 
walking : two small mountfuns, and a hillock, 
on which a signal post is fixed, give to this 
ifdet. when regarded from a distance, the 
appearance above mentioned. 

The river. Grand etd de Sac, on the route 
froiQ Castries to Soufriere,flows past the valley 
of the same name ; it is only a narrow 
stream, and fordable in. dry weather, but in 
theruny season impassable ; as wdl as the 
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other rivers intersecting the Yallee dea 
Roseaux, and de TAnce Galtet : this last is 
generally selected as a resting place on the 
road to Soufriere, because a small village 
there affords refreshment and forage for 
horses. 

Few colonies have undergone such vicis- 
sisitudes as St. Lucia, since the first settle- 
ment of the island by Europeans. Devasta- 
ting hurricanes, and earthquakes, have caused 
such wretchedness and ruin that it is 
surprising how it has ever attained its 
present state. 

The slave population, liberated at the 
height of the French revolution, during the 
Reign of Terror, were subsequently again 
reduced to slavery, and remained in that 
state, till finally emancipated on the 1st of 
August. Since that period it has been, com- 
paratively, but little disturbed. 

An earthquake- on the 11th of January 
1839 created alarm and was at the moment 
very awful. The strong iron barracks at 
Mome Fortune waved to and fro like reeds 
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before the blast and had every appearance, 
to those who saw them, of falling, bat, in 
reality, the injury they sustained was very 
Slight. 

The whole len^h of St. Lucia is forty 
two miles, and its greatest breadth twenty- 
one ; it is divided into five districts including 
eighty-eight principal estates. 

The Caatries district containing twelve eatates. 

Oroalalet ditto. ditto, ten ditto. 

VieiH Fort ditto. ditto, twenty ditto, all 
sugar estates 

Micoud ditto. ditto, twelve ditto. 

Soufriere ditto. ditto, twentjeight ditto. 

The uninhabited parts of the island and 
the almost inaccesdble woods, are supposed 
to be infested with serpents of a deadly des- 
cription ; and the death of the sailors, who 
climbed one of the Pitons, Is attributed to 
their fatal influence. 

For me to enlarge much upon this subject 
would be supei^uous, for St. Lucia and the 
Lucians have so recently been brought before 
the British public, and so eloquently des- 
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cribed, nothing remains for ao humble indi- 
vidual like mjself to tell. My visits have 
always been agreeable, and if I have found 
less novelty and less amusement there, it 
pertainly waa not the fault of the persons 
amongst whom I visited and dwelt. 
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CHAPTER L 



Who, that reads the Qame oi Quadaloupe, 
does Dot think with terror of the awful 
calamity it has lately suffered. la 1841, on 
the seventh of July, 1 arrived at Pointe a 
Fitre, which was then a remarkablj handsome 
town ; and, regarded from the sea, of imposing 
appearance: the streets^ regular and broad, 
contaiuiug fine houses and buildings. The 
resideaces of the merchants, the Soctet^ de 
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Commerce then stood in all their beauty ; and 
a busy population thronged the public walks 
and theatres ; gaiety of every sort went on, 
(for Guadaloupe, like Martinique, ia essentially 
French), without an idea of the Etna on which 
Uiey moved. 

On the 8th of February, 1843, what was the 
fate of thisgaypopulation ? totally destroyed 
by an earthquake, and those buildings which 
might have beensparedby the shock, consumed 
by fire, occasioned, probably, by the combusti- 
ble materials falling on the kitchen fires, and 
lighted forges, in operation, when the awful 
catastrophe occurred between ten and eleven 
in the morning; though in some accounts, pub- 
lished soon afterwards, it was related, that 
the earth was seen to open, and flames 
issue from many places under ground ; the 
number of lives lost must have been very 
con^derable, and the loss of property im- 
mense ; the following are some of the 
particulars of that most deplorable event: — 
"The earthquake commenced at half past 
ten o'clock, in the morning, and lasted 70 



N Google 



OUADALOVFE. 161 

secands ; at Basseterre several buildings fell 
down, and a number of houses were so injur- 
ed as to be no longer habitable ; fortunately 
no life, there, was lost. At the Saintes all 
houses built of mason work were overturned : 
the quarters to leeward suffered much ; some 
persons there were killed and wounded. Fointe 
a Pitre was entirely destroyed ; what was 
spared by the earthquake, perished by fire, 
which burst out a few minutes after the 
houses fell. All the quarters of the colony 
suffered. 

The tovm of Moule was destroyed, and 
thirty persons killed therein. The small 
towns, St. Francis, St. Anne, Port Louis, 
Bertrand, and St. Rose, were overturned, and 
I>ersons in all of them were killed and wound- 
ed. Petit Bourg was destroyed, Joinville 
suffered much, and nearly all the mills of 
the colonies were destroyed. The best built, 
and consequently the richest quarter of 
Fointe a Pitre suffered most, and the elite 
of the inhabitants are supposed to have 
perished. 
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It is said that at the momeDt of the earth- 
quake, upwards of two hundred people were 
assembled at the Cafe Americain, to witness 
the drawing of a lottery, and none escaped. 
The wooden buildings withstood the shock of 
earthquake, but immediately after, fires broke 
out in two or three hundred places together 
and totally consumed the houses, with the 
exception of about tea that remained, but 
even those not all inhabitable. Accounts 
vary as to the number who perished at Pointe 
a Pitre, some state it at two others at three 
thousand, and others at one third of the po- 
pulation of the city, which was before the 
catastrophe 16,000 inhabitants." 

By the foregoing account it will be aeea 
that the town of Moule, and the smaller 
ones of 8t. Francis, St. Anne, and Port 
Louis, were also destroyed ; why therefore 
describe their former beauty. Verily my 
note book, in which I had minuted down all 
their various localities, makes me melancholy 
to peruse : but I will not dw^ on such 
misery ; Pointe a Pitre is to be passed over 
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and I will hasten in a boat up the river Salee 
to the village of Lamentin ; a very easy 
manner of transit, for the boats are much 
more comfortable than those of Martinique, 
and the gliding up the smooth river past the 
islet St. Ghristophe interesting and agree- 
able enough. 

The village of Lamentin I found bore a 
very melancholy, dirty aspect ; and the road 
through it, after the rain, dreadfully muddy ; 
but there is a pretty estate about a mile 
distant, and, as you advance into the interior, 
others of much more importance meet the 
sight 

La grande riviere d. Goyaves, about nine 
miles from Lamentin, offers an impediment 
to the traveller not easily conquered. It is 
wide, and deep, and after heavy rain impas- 
sable ; whilst the rush of the water is so 
impetuous that no boat can venture on its an- 
gry waves. This morning the water rose to the 
girths of my horse, and the large round 
stones at the bottom made it a dangerous 
and difficult passage. 
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After crosaiog the river, an hour's ride 
brought me to La Raane Chaude where a 
^ring of natural warm water in a hollow 
supplies two baths of lai^e dimensions ; one 
for ladies, the other for gentlemen, both of 
sufficient size to plunge in ; the water is 
limpid and pleasant to taste, and I can im- 
agine nothing more delightful to bathe in ; 
its warmth being only tepid ; at least such I 
found it, though the recent rains might have 
had an effect, as the usual heat ascribed to 
the water is 28 of Raumnr. Numberless are 
the virtues attributed to this spring, but 
nothing whatever of medicinal quality is 
perceptible. 

On a gentle eminence are some pretty 
cottages, generally inhabited by invalids. 
The Pitons at Fort Boyal are more pictu- 
resque, but certunly not so well adapted for 
invalids as this pretty little locality ; though 
the difficulty of procuring provisions is as 
great Excepting iruit and vegetables, which 
grow here in profusion, every thing must be 
brought from Lamentin, no easy task if the 
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Grande riviere a Goyaves is overflowiog its 
backs or impassable. There are no estates 
ID the Deighbourbood, which, coosidering the 
fertility of the soil and beauty of the scenery, 
is rather strange. 

At liCunentiQ provisions and fmit are very- 
cheap, pineapples can be bought for a song 
each. At Pointe i Pitre the price is double. 

On the tenth of July, taking leave of 
Monsieur Lemoyne,at whose residence, within 
a mile of Xjamentin, I had passed the two 
previous nights, I proceeded by boat to 
Pointe a Fitre to breakfast, and then visited 
Houebourg. 

The following morning, I joined a gentle- 
man named Savarin, and crossed in a boat to 
Petit Bourg, where we hired saddle horses 
and proceeded to the estate Qrande Riviere, 
near Gapesterre ; then rode through many 
considerable estates to Dol€, where we were 
kindly received by Mrs. S. and fa^mily, and 
break&st placed before us, which, after our 
long morning ride, proved very acceptable. 

Two or three days is not too long to re- 
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main at Dole to enjoy its scenery, its warm 
springs, baths, Ac. The air is salubrious, 
and invalids crowd thither to enjoy its 
purity ; and who can fail to feel the better 
in one of those quiet cottages, with 
its gay little garden, surrounded by fertile 
estates and shady trees, with the sea in the 
distance beyond. 

The ten miles between Bole and Basseterre 
must always appear very short to any one 
passing over it for the first time ; it is like 
riding through a garden terminated by the 
Riviere des GaUiona, spanned by a handsome 
bridge, that forms the entrance to Baaseterre. 

This town is not altogether so prepossess- 
ing in appearance aa Pointe fi Pitre was 
then ; though it contains fine edifices, being 
the seat of government, and head quarters 
of the military force throughout the colonies. 

The Grovernor's residence, the barracks, 
the hospital, the arsenal, the principal 
church, the hotel, and SodeU de Commerce, 
are very handsome ; the last is elegantly 
furnished, and resorted to by gentlemen, who 
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meet there in the evenings to amuse them* 
selves vrith cards, billiards, books, &:c. 

This edifice stands in the Grande Place, 
which is shaded by trees, with benches under 
them. At night presenting a very animated 
scene, being brilliantly illuminated, and filled 
by the elite of the town. 

As Basseterre did not suffer in so great a 
degree as Points a Pitre, it may be supposed 
its present appearance is not so greatly 



One of the greatest natural curiosties of 
Guadaloupe is, unquestionably, La Fontaine 
bomllante, marked in the Maps as La BouiU 
lante ; situated between Anse a la Barque 
and Folate a Lezard. It is in fact a boiling 
spring in the sea, though close to the shore ; 
and may be regarded as a submarine volca- 
no ; after visiting it we walked to bathe in a 
natural spring above the village. 

A pleasing excursion from Basseterre is to 
Matouba, passing by Pon t Rosieres. Thegovern ■ 
menthousethereisworth inspecting; tbeapart_ 
ment^ furniture, gardeaf^ and dependences, 
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are all comme U faut. The barracks repay 
a walk ; and a coffee estate, I went through 
to La Rouge Eivi^re, pleased me much ; 
where, if in July, the Tisiter will see rasp- 
berries, strawberries, asparagus, artichokes, 
green peas, tropical iruits, and vegetables, 
with a splendid collection culled from Flora's 
kingdom. 

To regain Basseterre we had to descend 
Mome Savon, and I must own oo name 
could be so proper, for I seldom rode over a 
more slippery road. 

Having vifflted the SouMeres of St. Vincent, 
and St. Lucia, I determined to ascend that 
of Quadaloupe ; and, accordingly, left Basse- 
terre on the sixteenth of July ; but in con- 
sequence of the heavy rain, I only got as 
far on my journey as Les Barns javnes, 
where I ^adly took sheter in a cottage for 
the night; bespattered with mud, hungry, and 
fatigued, having had to walk a great part of 
the way. The next morning the rain was 
&lling in torrents when I awoke ; but about 
seven, cea^ng awhile, X started for the 
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Sonfriere, The ^des are awfully steep, and 
that renders the ascending a task of toil and 
danger. 

On attainii^ the summit^ a large chasm to 
the right, called La Grande Fente, is first 
perceptible — this aperture divides a con- 
siderable range of mountains, and volumes 
of dense smoke continually issue from it, 
accompanied, at times, my guides asserted, 
with sparks and fi^es of £.re. The breadth 
and depth of this cleft cannot be ascer- 
tained, because the abrupt, precipitons slops 
of the ground will not admit of a sufficiently 
near approach, neither is there any height 
from which to look down on it. 

Proceeding further on the Mome, a num- 
ber of small Tolcanos are seen to Uaze on 
the surface like brilliant stars ; some look-' 
ing not larger than a Spanish dollar, and 
round ; whilst others appeared the size of 
a quarto volume, and square. With the 
flame issued a sound similar to that of a 
farriers fo^ in operation. The better to 
ascertain the degree of heat, I extended my 
TOL u. I 
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hand over the largest famace whea that part 
of mj wrist exposed, above the glove, was 
instantly burnt by the sparks — quickly as I 
withdrew it the marks remained for some 
days. 

There is a large platform of a soft kind of 
flat stone on one part of the Mome covered 
with names and inscriptions ; but to copy 
any was an utter impo^bility, lor notwith- 
standing my thick gloves my hands were icy 
cold ; the Mr being as keen as on a severe 
frosty day in England. 

I saw many pools of cold water with 
fragments <^ brimstone around. The great 
earthquake much affected the Morae ; one 
of the peaks was severed in two ; parts of 
one of which, in felling, drew away much 
land. Father Labat says, in 1696, he saw 
" three pools of very hot water, one full of 
deep brown water smelt of iron, or rather 
water in which locksmiths and Iturws cool 
their iron ; that the water of the second was 
whitish and tasted of alum ; and'that the 
9th^ ccmtained Idue water and tasted of 
vitriol." 
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I enquired particularly for sach pools, but 
was assured hj the guides that uo warm, 
water waa to be fouud on the Mome, or 
nearer than Lea Bains Jaunes ; ose^ 
au intelligent man, added that there were 
many changes ; what was fire one day, per- 
haps, the next, by a sudden shock, became 
water; that the pools of cold water now 
before us had been small rolcanos or iur- 
naces ; that about three years preceding, in 
1838, a tremendous explosion caused great 
dismay ; immense frogoients of rocks were 
ejected to a considerable distance, even into 
the sea beyond Basseterre, though fortu- 
nately in a direction clear of the town. 
This explosion had greatly changed the ap- 
pearance of the Mome, but the guide had 
never known of any warm water on its sum- 
mit. This Soufhere is 5dOO feet above the 
level of the sea. 

Whilst 1 stood contemplating' these vol- 

canoB an almost overwhelming shower of rain 

fell, accompanied by such stormy gusts of 

wiuil that we could scarcely withstand its 

I 3 
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violence ; in an instant we were drenched 
with rain and benumbed, or rather frozen 
by the cold, keen air ; shelter there was 
none, and we had no alternative but to de- 
scend the slippery and rocky sides of the 
mountain as we best could ; in doing this 
I fell repeatedly, though the guides con- 
ducted me by a path somewhat less difficult 
than that chosen for ascending. 

They pointed out to me a cave a little 
below the summit, where they said it would 
not be safe to continue long, as it was sub- 
ject to frequent changes, and had, in fact, 
been fonned by an explosion. The sulphur 
on the Moine is of superior quality, but, 
from its position, cannot be collected with- 
out great expense and difficulty ; therefore 
Kttle advantage is derived from what might 
otherwise be a source of wealth. Looking 
up from Basseterre, Morne Soufriere does 
not appepr far off, but it occupies six hours 
to make the excursion. I had slept at Les 
Bains Jaunes and therefore was about two 
hours and a half in attaining the summit 
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At Dooh I agaia reached Les Bains, strip- 
ped off my wet clothes and plunged into the 
nearest bath ; after which I took refresh- 
ment and examined the warm springs around 
me ; at the bottom of some were large 
masses of a yellow hue resemWing brimstone, 
which circumstance gives rise to the name. 
At the sources of the springs the water is 
clear, and ^ides over shelving rocks. The 
baths differ in temperature from 98 to 50 
degrees of Eaumur. 

After viewing all these I bade farewell to 
my kind host and retraversed the wood on 
foot, which was almost as bad as the wood 
in Trinidad leading to Marouga, but I went 
safely through, and at Messrs. Cunvier and 
Michaud's* remounted my horse and rode to 



Nearly three years have elapsed since Gua- 
daloupe was so stricken, so overwhelmed 
with misery ; and, no doubt, the effects are 

* At the house of MesBrs Caavier and Michaud 
QTery pohte attention ia shewn, hoTsee taken care 
«f, g:nidea prorided, &o. 
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dimimsbiQg. the evidences gradually &dmg ; 
bat many yeu» must pa^ ere it is forgotten. 
Pointe a Fitre may rise from its fonner ruins 
and appear as gay and animated as formerly, 
irith a bastling population ; but many a 
sadden recollection of that terrible blow, 
will check the gay laugh or sprightly repar- 
tee riaiiig to the tips of that class, who have 
obtained for thdr island the title of the 
CSrcassia of the West Indies.* 

* So callod from the beantj of its females. 
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CHAPTER I 



Oniana, which fonus that part of South 
America, io the north east between the 
riven Oriaoco and Amazoo, having the At- 
lantio to the noith and east, part of Bnudl 
on the south, and Oolombia on the west, is 
divided between the powers of Britain, Spain, 
Portugal, Fiance, and Holland. 

Though the term Guiana is now generallr 
understood to be applied to the English, 
French and Dutch possesaiona, the latter 
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called Surinam from tlie name of its capital 
Though DOW under the dominion of Hol- 
land, the town of Paramaribo was built in 
1650 by Francis lord Willoughby of Parham, 
who at his own ex})ense sent a vessel with 
emigrants, to colonize Surinam ; that a ^ort 
time after, be despatched thitber tbree more 
vessels with colonists, and two years subse- 
quently went bimself, and having established 
good, salutary, regulations for government 
and defence, he returned to England ; but 
continued to supply the settlement with 
men, arms, and ammunition, till on the 2nd 
of June, 1662, Paramaribo was granted by a 
charter of Charles the second to Francis lord 
Willoughby of Parhtun, to be divided at his 
own request with LawrenceHyde second son of 
Edward earl of Qarendon : the account frirther 
states that in 1665, Surinam wrs successfully 
cultivated, mostly by planting tobacco. After 
many vicissitudes the colony was ceded to 
the Dutch in 1669. 

Previously to the settlement by Lord Par- 
ham's colonists, there was only a small village 



N Google 



DPTcn OPIAHA. 177 

in the little fort of Thorarica. According 
to most autlLorities the town derived its name 
from his lordship, though Hartsinck asserts 
that the Indians called the country Paramor- 
bo (flowery park) which may certainly very 
easily hare been corrupted into its present 
designation. 

Paramaribo, the only town of the colony, 
stands on the wide river Surinam, within 
four hours, journey of Bramspoint at the 
mouth of the river ; on the lei^ bank and 
on an ascent in the district of Para. It is 
situated on a bend of the river like Amster- 
dam ; forming a crescent, although, on the 
land side it assumes the shape of a paralle- 
logram ; its breadth being but half its 
length. 

Captain Steadman who resided there from 
1772 to 1777, describes it as being in the 
form of an oblong square, about a mile and 
half in length and its breadth half that dis- 
tance. He says that all the streets were 
lined with orange, shaddock, tamarind, and 
lemon trees ; and mentions, what he calls 
r 5 
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Marawioa diamonds ; or a sort of brilliant 
stone, resembling diamonds, found in the 
Marawina river, and converted into orna- 
ments. He gave it likewise, as his opinion, 
that the Province contained both gold and 
silver mines, and asserted that, at Magden- 
berg, iron was common. Of these diamonds, 
mines, or iron, I could hear nothing, nor does 
it appear that tobacco is now cultivated in 
Dutch Guiana. 

On the arrival of Governor Van Sommels 
D^kin 1683, Paramaribo did not contain 
more than twenty-seven, or twenty-eight 
houses, which wwe mostly inns. The first en- 
largement extended from the JodenBreestraat 
and the hospital as far as the Steenbakker- 
sgracht to the Dramsbrandersgracht : at a 
later period were erected outbuildings and 
more houses, the greater part of which were 
consumed by fire in 1821, or have since 
fiiUen into decay. That dreadful conflagra- 
tion left many clear spaces in Paramaribo, 
now filled by rubbish and brambles, and 
these evidences of disaster make a gloomy 
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impreesioB on the miad of a peraon first 
viaitiog the citj. 

Cattle, horae^ aases, sheep, and goats are 
seen grazing at the coToers of streets in these 
open spaces, while the goats are sporting on 
the walls, and nuiaing between cellars full of 
water. E.N.E. of the town stands Fort Ze- 
landia, near the salient angle of the river, 
and ISJE the suburb of Zelaudia generally 
called Combe. The moet remarkable build* 
ings are the Government House, the Hospital, 
the Barracks in the Fort of Zelandia, the 
Churches and the Town HalL 

The streets of Paramaribo are level, broad, 
and well arranged with avenues of trees in 
many of them, and adorned with some well 
constructed buildings; the Government House 
is especiallj more entitled to the name of 
palace with a fine esplanade in front for 
the troops to parade on. 

Oppofflte the Ooverament House, on the 
river, is a stone staircase leading up to a 
landing place, cut in the rock ; on the west 
ade <^ the parade terrace is a stone building 
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called the lAsck Gonrt, this edifice, covered 
overtrith an Italian roo^was boilt in 1774, it 
■was at a later period entirelj renewed, some 
parts having been spared during the confla- 
gration. 

The present Town House is near the 
Hospital, the original building which had 
been enlarged hj Van Garil de Gheusses, fell 
a piey to the flames in 1821, the present, 
foimerlj a private house beloD^ng to Mr. 
F. Heijdoom, was, after his decease, purchased 
by the local Government. East of the Town 
House, in the Heeren Straat, is a laige empty 
space where stood, before the conflagration, 
the Reformed Church, which had been built 
ten years earlier; t^ church had eig^t band- 
some pillars, upon which the roof rested, it 
also possessed an excellent o]^an. 

On the first of October, 1840, 1 was off 
Bramspoint, on board the "Lady of the Nig^t" 
full of antdpation of the pleasure to be 
derived from a visit to Dutch Quiana ; and 
very impatient to reach Fort Amsterdam to 
shew my passport^ and proceed to the capital. 

Fort Amsterdam is about seven miles up 
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the- river, and, when we anchored, presented 
a scene of lively bustle. Officers in fiill 
dress thronged the landing place, and artiUerj 
men were loading guns, in order to fire a 
salute on the appearance of a steam vessel, 
hourly expected to arrive, with the Governor 
General on board. 

Our passports delivered, and permission 
given us to proceed, we resailed; and,soonafter, 
the steamboat, gaily decorated with flags, 
and music playing on its deck, appeared in 
view, and darted past our small craft ; but 
sufficienly close to allow us a full view of 
his Excellency and staff, seated under a 
beautiful tented canopy. 

The evening was serene, the river calm ; 
and the efEect of the superb vessel gliding 
over the smooth water, colours flying, music 
playii^, while the echo of the salute from 
the Fort, resounded on all sides, formed a 
very animated, spirit stirring scene. 

I like thus to enter a fresh country; it 
seems an augury of pleasure to come. 

As you approach Paramaribo, the scenery 
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on either side of the river improves ; estates 
vith their cane fields stretching to the very 
brink, tall palm trees, and verdure clad hills, 
attract the attention ; pastoFeson which cattle 
are grazing, with the .different habitations, 
asBiBt to make the sail seem short. 

We anchored about eight o'clock, too late 
to take our luggage on shore, ao T slept on 
, board ; but the next morning, earlj, has- 
tened to the only hotel in the city to secure 
quarters ; and, in good truth, for cheerfulntise 
of situation, that one hotel has no equal. A 
commodious gallery, or verandah, extends in 
front, hanging almost over the river, which 
is here rather more than a mile across ; and 
on this gallery one might wile away a day 
(rithout a feeling of ennm. 

The Governor General having left on a tour 
:^ inspecUon, I delivered my letters of intro- 
duction, from the Governor of Demerara, to 
M. de Veer, Gouvm-nmient Secretaris, who 
gave me a very kind reception ; and after 
expressiog his r^ret at the absence of the 
Governor, and introducing me to his collea- 
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gues in office, M. Leers, Administratewr van 
Firumcten, and M. Fiers Smeding, Procoreur 
Gteaeral, assured me he would do all he could 
to render my stay amongst tbem agreeable ; 
to coofirm which, he engaged to iatroduce 
me to the Govemor's femily the next morning, 

Mr. Samo, her _Britannic Majesty's Com- 
missioner, accompanied us on this visit of 
ceremony, and shewed me the gardens, which 
are beautiful, as all those places are iu the 
colonies ; containing a number of pretty al- 
coves, and flowers in profusion. The urbanity 
of the ladies was very great, and, as they all 
conversed in French, the visit was a pleasant 
one. 

This ceremony over, M. Samo accompanied 
me to his residence, where, in company with 
an flnglish gentleman, Mr. Gordon, I took lAy 
second breakfast : in Surinam it is the fashion 
to breakfast twice. Mynew acquaintance then 
carried me home to dinner, and introduced 
me to Mrs. Gordon. 

Monday, October fourth, I accompanied 
Mr. Gordon to the Moravmn Church, a epaci- 
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ous, well-built edifice, filled by a numerous 
congregation, chiefly coloured and black 
people ; among wbom were many slaves, but 
all neatly dressed. The service was per- 
formed in the Dutch language, and, as far as 
my imperfect knowledge allowed me to judge, 
was admirably suited to the auditors. 

The whole service occupied about an hour, 
and on leaving the Church Mr. 0. assisted 
me with his knowledge of the city to pay a 
few return visits, and then again made me 
break&st with him. 

This day I was introduced to the etiquette 
of the Surinam dinner parties. It vras at 
the residence of M. de Veer, who sent his 
carriage for me. On my arrival I found a 
large party assembled, but Madame de Veer 
was the only lady present. I bad the honor 
of sitting next her at table, but she could 
only speak Dutch, of which I knew but 
little, so our conversation was chiefly in 
short sentences or monosyllables. 

The dinner consisted of two courses, the 
first comprised of a vmety of dishes served 
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Up in French, Dutch, English, and West In- 
dian jashion. After we had i^^ed on these 
to our hearts' content, I was surprised to 
see everj one rise from table. The ladj 
disappeared, and the gentlemen dispersed in 
different directions ; some strolled into the 
gardens and enjoyed a cigar ; others retired 
to the saloon to converse ; whilst one or two 
lounged in the verandah. 

Sometime having passed thus, a servant 
announced " qu'on est aervte" the hostess 
reeentered, took the arm of the gentleman 
who had previously taken her to the tahle, 
and resumed her place, each following her 
exam^Ae. 

The second course was placed before us, 
the dessert being blended, decorated with 
the choicest flowers and fruits ; the cham- 
pagne sparkled, and the conversation became 
more animated. Madame did not again 
leaves us till she led the way to the saloon 
for coffee or tea. 

Such was the etiquette observed at all the 
hospitable entertainments given to me, the 
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the only difference being that the ladies did 
not always retire, bat remained chatting or 
walking, with the gentlemen. 

I admired the custom, and only regretted 
that the &ir ones of Surinam would not 
learn other languages, or that I was better 
skilled in Dutch phraseology. 

The estates of Dutch Quiana amount to 
one thousand and fifty one, of which many 
produce, besides sugar, cocoa, coffee, indigo, 
cotton, Sec, most valuable wood. 

As to tropical fruits, they are no less 
abundant than good : the avenues of many 
of the streets in Paramaribo are formed of 
fruit trees. The Cayenne Banana growing 
there is small and so delicate that many 
persons having once tasted it never touch 
any other. 

To see these estates in the easiest and 
best manner possible, is to take a tent boat''* 
end glide down the river. Do not imagine, 
kind reader, that in one of these boats you 

* A model of this kind of boat ma/ be seen in the 
United Serrice HuMtun. 
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are luxarioufiljr seated apon Turkish cuabioos 
under a splendid canopf ; no, you can re- 
cline upon 8D&S and enjoy every comfort, 
but it is in a small wooden apartment erected 
at the stem. 

Some of these boats hare six or eight 
rowers, besides a head man, who stands 
at the stem and directs, by speech or 
a pole in his hand, the course of the boat, 
which has no rudder. Distances are com- 
puted by tides ; it being alvrays with the 
tide voyagers proceed up the rivers in Dutch 
Ouiana ; thus, enquiring the distance from 
place to place, the usual answer is, one, two, 
or more tides, as the case may be. 

On the tide becoming uniavourable, th< 
boatmen make for the shore, fasten the boat 
and wait for a change. It is generally so re- 
gulated as to arrive at some estate by the 
change of tid% there to laud and repose, or 
take refreshment, awaiting another change 
&vourable for proceedipg. The houses at- 
tached to the different estates are generally 
situated near the river's banks, and each has 
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a good landiDg place, with a quay, steps and 
boat house into which the water Qows and 
wafts the boat with facility ; a level walk, 
shaded by an avenue of tall trees, leads to 
the residence, where travellers are sure to be 
hospitably received. 

In this manner do the 4lite of Dutch 
Ouiana generally travel, and if it so happens 
that they cannot arrive at a landing place 
in time, or that the intention is not to stop ; 
provisions are taken on board and enjoyed 
greatly. 

I never took a more pleasant excursion, 
and only regretted time would not allow me 
to reach Bergendaal, or Blueberg, on the 
west side of the river, and about a hundred 
miles from Surinam. 

During the fifteen days I passed in 
Paramaribo the weather was uncommonly 
beautiful, but very hot ; particularly in the 
town, which is certainly handsome, but 
did not please me so well as Geo^etown, 
Demerara. The Theatre is reidly a nice 
building, and very superior to those places 
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of amusemeDt in most of the coantj towns 
of England. It stands in an enclosed space, 
planted with trees in the background, and 
separated from the street, in front, by hand- 
some palisades. It was not open during my 
visit. 

Yet not to be particularly pleased with 
Paramaribo, seems very ungrateful, in me, 
on whom so much attention and hospitality 
was showered. Every where I was invited 
to dine, and each person seemed anxious to 
shew me kindness and promote my wish of 
seeing every place. On one of my excur- 
sions, with Messrs. Gordon, Samo, and 
Binks, up the Komewina river, where we 
first visited an indigo plantation belonding 
to Mr. Wildboer, the sugar estate of Mr. 
Hoase, and sleeping at Vertrouwen, the 
abode of Mr. Bitter ; I went to an estate no 
one names without a smile, Nyd en Spyt, 
Envy and Vexation. Who could ever have 
bestowed such an appellation upon such a 
valuable coffee plantation. This excursion 
also took me to Alkamaar Tischenzorg, &c. 
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On the eleventh the Governor returned 
from his tour of inspection, and on the follow- 
ing morning I hastened to pay my respects. 

ITotwithstanding his high station, the 
most noble and highly bom Julius Gonstan- 
tine Rj(k, Knight of the order of the 
Netherland Lion, of the order of Danabrog, 
of Denmark, of the Legion of Honor of 
France, of the second class of the ordor of 
St. Anna, of Eussia ; of the third class of 
the order of Ht. Stanislaus, and of the order 
of the White Falcon, of Saxe Weimar 
Eisenach ; Rear Admiral in the serrice of 
bis Majesty the king of the Netherlands, 
GovemorGeneral of the Netherland West India 
FossesEdons, Gommander-in-chief of the land 
and sea forces in the aam^ &c., kc, &c. 
(bo runs the Surinam Almanac), received me 
in the kindest and most a&ble manna:, 
expressing his rc^t at having been absent, 
so that I had been obliged to go to the hotel^ 
Jnit hoping I would instantly transfer myself 
to bis bouse. 

Such an invitation as this I should have 
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been driighted to accept, but my stay was 
DOW nearly at an end, ho, with thanks, I 
declined, bat acc^ted an invite to join 
his dinner table the following day. 

The next morning was devoted, first to 
ascending a tower over some new public 
buUding^ to enjoy a view of the city, and 
up and down the rivor, then we went to Fort 
Zelandia, to inspect the barracks, which are 
airy and comfwtable. The cooking depart- 
ment and bake office superior to any 
I ever saw. Fort Zelaodia I should suppose 
retains the name given, it is said, to the 
whole province by sailors from New Zealand. 

It was a large party I met at the Governor's 
and a gay one. His Excellency is possessed 
of all those qualities necessary for his office ; 
wiih elegant manners and great affability, he 
unites considerable powers of conversation and 
knowledge of languages. Here I met i^cers 
of the Dutch army and navy, with the son- 
in-law of the Gloveruor, who at that period 
was captain of the ship of war bearing the 
Admiral's flag, then at anchor at Fort 
Zelandia. 
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I also this daj met with one of those 
trifles, which often ^ve such a pleasing zest 
to enjoyment. I was introduced to a Mr 
Bent, who formerly resided in Demerara ; 
upon my name being pronounced he met me 
with a smile, said he had received letters 
from a mutual friend respecting me, and te- 
gretted his absence had prevented a meeting 
sooner. Having mutual friends, all the for- 
mality of strangers was banished from our 
intercourse, we met as 

" BrotherB meet in foreign lands," 

and parted, engaged to pass the next day in 
each other's society. 

The same etiqeutte was observed at this 
dinner as at all the pari;ies I had joined, 
but the ladies did not leave us ; Madam 
Byk is a native of BrusseUs and speaks 
French with great purity, therefore the con- 
versation was very animated. His Excel- 
lency addressed me several times, and dwelt 
particularly on the subject of Slave Eman- 
cipation, commending the noble example of 
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Great Britain, and assuring me that it was 
the anxious wish of the Dutch Government 
to follow it*, but that the means were 
wanting ; the finances of the country would 
not admit of compensation, to the proprie- 
tors, for the immense pecuniary losses they 
would sustain by the freedom of their slaves, 
but that measures were taken to render the 
state of slavery as mild as possible ; that if 
in any remote, isolated part of the extensive 
colony .under his administration acts of op- 
pression, unknown to the authorities, were 
committed, he could aflirm nothing like se- 
verity was practised in any place where he 
had access, or means of exercising control. 

I passed a long and pleasant day with 
Mr. Bent, our tete-a-t^ enlivened by the 
addition of Mr. Samo. 



• The goTenunent of Holland, according to pub- 
lic intelligence, appointed a commisaion, in 1812, 
to conaider on the beat meaas of extinguiabing 
dstttTj in tbe Coloniw of that country. 
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Exported produce and wood merchandise, 
or timber, from Surinam to the Netherlands, 



during the year 1839. 




SMin or Teaaeli^ 


82 


lbs of Bogta 


32,«91,S89 


Oa of oolRo . 


2,882,579 


n» of cotton 


1,575,250 


11» of indigo 


1762 


Cheatfl of arrow root . 


U 


lb. of rie« 


630 


BarwUof rum 


242 


PieoBB, or logs of wood 


<16 


Bandies, Cwaseie wood 


750 


lbs of cooos 


. 64,766. 



Exported from Surinam to North America, 
during the year 1839. 

37 fihipe or Teasels 705,447 gallons of molaBses 

Induce exported from Dutch Guiana, 

during the year 1640. 

Ibe of migar . 3,i313,897 

Ibsofcodbe . 3,479,302 

lbs of cotton 2003,246 

IbB of cocoa . 182,984 

lbs of indigo . . 1S26 

Q^icm of moUBBBM . 937,120 
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Q^ons of rum . 


6«,360 


Wood, feet . 


60,000 


Iba of rice 


21,S07 


lbs of arrow root and stenA 


2,600 


B»mla of Guinea com 


615 


Iba of CwMsia wood 


. 3,800 


Pieces of inland wood 


1293 



Produce exported from Dutch Guiana, 
during the year 1841. 



lbs of sugar 


31,386,646 


Ibe of coffee . 


1,958,840 


lbs of cotton 


1,467,070 


lbs of cocoa 


86,446 


lbs of indigo 


668 


OallonB of molasses 


1,020,268 


Gallons of nun 


82,374 


Square feet of wood 


65,000 


Iba of rice 


16,990 


tba of arrow root 


3666 


Barrels of Guinea com 


424 


lbs of Cwasde wood . 


3966 



Population of Colony at the end of the 
year 1840. 



Free persons, males 
Females 



4,437 
6,039 
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Of slaTee^ males 

Females 

Of friendljr bush Negroes 

Total 



33,208 
25,700 
«,300 

62,684 



Slaves employed on plantationa, malea 16,dl3 

Females . . 16079 

Slaves employed in town, males ■ 6665 

Females . . . 7621 



Total 46908 

On the 15th of October I left Paramaribo, 
a city &st improving, and the internal regu- 
lations of which render it delightful to dwell 
in. Perfect order pervades the streets at 
all times. Peace and good will to all men 
appearing to be the principle guiding rich 
and poor. 



N Google 



BRITISH GUIANA. 



OuB portion of Guiana, vrhich extends from 
the Essequibo to the Gorentjn, comptises 
three districts, named after the river by 
which each is watered, Demerara, Essequibo, 
and Berbice, collectiTdj containing a popu- 
lation of 84,915. 

On the 12th of December, 1839, at day- 
break, the coast of Demerara was in sight ; 
the brigantine approached it rapidly, arrired 
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in the river about 10 o'clock, aocliored, and, 
the troops landed that afternoon. Accompa- 
nied hy the senior military officer, I waited 
on his Excellency the Governor, to whom a 
grand festival was given, that evening at the 
public buildings, by a considerable number 
of gentlemen of this colooy. 

Georgetown, December 13th. It vras with 
indescribable interest that I a^a viewed 
this capital of British Guiana^ a period of 
fifteen years having elapsed since my depar- 
ture from its shores. This town, or city, for- 
merly called Stabrockf appeared, in many 
respects, much improved ; new edifices had 
arisen, of which the most conspicuous, as 
well as the most ornamental, are the Public 
Buildings, where the ZiOgislature, under the 
denomiaatioD of the Court of Policy, the 
combined court, financial representatiTes, 
and all the courts of law assemble ; and 
where all the public offices are held. It is 
a noble structure, and formed of more solid 
materials than the other buildings of the 
town, which are for the most part of wood 
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Fine, spacious barracks for tiie troops, at Eve 
Leary, have replaced the poor, confined ones 
formerly in use, when soldiers were crowded 
to an unmerciful degree, in hammocks, 
throughout the West India Colonies. The 
General Hospital too, iacing the harrack^ is 
a ma^ificent building, compared with that 
formerly appropriated for the reception of 
invalid soldiers. 

A new Protestant church, in progress, is 
to replace the principal one, named Saint 
George's Church, now falling into decay. A 
very beautiful Protestant church has been 
recently erected by private subscription in 
another part of the town, called Christ 
Church. There is also a respectable looking 
Catholic church, in which improvements and 
additions are almost daily perceptible. Near 
to the Public Buildings is a pretty looking 
Presbyterian church. 

Georgetown covers a vast extent of ground 
in consequence of the houses, with the ex- 
ception of a few commercial streets, being 
widely separated from each other ; many of 



N Google 



BWTI8B QijllSA. 201 

them indeed have the appearance of countiy 
housea, with their gardens, trees, flowers and 
shrubberies around them, forming as it were 
a rural cit7, ia traversing which, gardens and 
orchards, luxuriant with the mountain cab- 
bage, cocoa-aut, orange, shaddock, mango, 
bread fruit, sappodillo, Otaheita gooseberry. 
Tamarind, and various other trees, with 
shrubs, and flowers innumerable, amongst 
which the Rose, Oleanda, Queen of Flowers, 
Hibiscus, Barbados Pride, Jasmin, Lilac, 
and others abound. 

There are many well built, elegant look- 
ing houses in this city, but at the same time 
somewhat dilapidated ones disfiguring the 
appearance of the best streets. 

Strange to say, in the capital of so im- 
portant a colony, there is no residence ap- 
propriated for the Grovernor. Formerly when 
the government of British Guiana was vested 
in a military officer. Camp House, properly 
then the quarter for the officer commanding 
H.M. troops, was, for that reason, the Gover- 
nor's residence, and a very appropriate on& 
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but receotlj it has been converted into an 
ordnance store, and the officer commanding 
H.M. troops is simply lodged in Barracks, 
frith his officers. 

Georgetown still retains, what is found in 
but few of the colonies at this time — a 
' theatres" — there is also a colonial hospital 
for invalid sailors. The streets are good, and 
maQT of them broad enough for two, three, 
or more carriages abreast, in iact thej are 
more like roads than streets, the commercial 
streets excepted. Carriages, landaus, and 
gigs, are frequently met in the town and 
suburbs, where the roads are kept dry, and 
in good order by drains that conduct to 
canals, over which are numerous bridges, as 
in Holland, which this country resembles in 
respect to low, level lands. 

The Bace Course is very handsome, it is 
called the D'Urban, having been made dur- 
nig the government of General Sir Benjamin 
D'Urban. Near the course is a fine coffee 
estate, called the lodge ; plantain trees are 
there planted between the coffee'shrubs. 
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A pretty ride for earlj morning is, to pass 
by the left of the public buildiogs, through 
Charles Town, skirting the estates Penitence 
and Ruuweld ; leaving which yon ride along 
an avenue of mountain cabbage trees ; the 
proprietor's house and buildings at Houston 
looking to great advantage. Rome is another 
pleasing spot, opposite which is an enclosed 
space where you can inhale the fragrance of 
the sweet jasmin, whilst the morning sua 
makes the dew drops on its dark leaves glisten 
like diamonds ; here also is the Wakemaan 
Lilac with its splendid blossoms, besides 
many others. 

This pretty spot is called the ring and 
has a carriage drive round it, whilst close 
by is another enclosed space, of triangular 
form, where three immense Mountain Cab- 
bage trees spread their feathery branches 
ova: the gay flowers beneath. 

On the twenty-first of December I started 
on an expedition into Berbice. Mr. Allt, a 
kind friend, drove me as &r as his residence 
called Belfield, that night, and early next 
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day we arrived at Mahaica, passing through 
a succession of sugar estates. Mahaica is 
about twenty-five miles from Eve Leary bar- 
racks, and there, in December, under the 
shade of a wide spreading tree we made a 
breakfast al fresco. 

I have beeu too long accustomed to this 
piimitive mode of travelling for it to possesSj 
what is generally the greatest charm, that 
of novelty, but when on a tour of pleasure, 
what can be so delightful as to stop where 
fiincy wills, take the refreshment from the 
vehicle, spread it on the green grass, and 
then, with appetites stimulated by a ride, 
throw ourselves down, eat and enjoy it, our 
view not bounded by four walla, the blue 
heaven our canopy ; cooled by the waving 
branches above our heads, our mudc the criea 
of the many birds around us : the tame Q^ 
eat ce qui dit, this momiag seeming as if it 
wished to share our meal. This bird, which 
it appears an understood thing is never to b« 
molested, frequents dwellings and abounds 
in all parts of Demerara. It is nearly the 
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size of an Englisli thrush, or blackbird ; its 
upper plumage brown ; the under light yel- 
low or canary colour ; which by candle light 
appears beautifully white ; a little white on 
the throat, aud a small tuft of black and 
straw color, around which, is a border oi 
white plumage on the head. 

We only reached Plantation Fowls that 
night, but next morning continued our route 
to the Berbice river which we crossed in a 
boat about three o'clock and went to Fort 
Canje, where -Mr. Allt left me, as I intended 
paying a visit to New Amsterdam the follow- 
ing day. 

The district of Berbice contains two hun- 
dred and thirteen estates ; some of which 
like a great part oi Guiana consist of low, 
swampy saYannahs ; the numerous riYers, 
emptying themselves on the coast, carrying 
with them large quantities of mud, which, 
being deposited on the shores, form a border 
or low ground covered with mangrove. 

On Christmas day 1839, 1 left Fort Canje, 
and embarkad on board the steam ycsscI 
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" Eoyal Victoria," arrived in Demerara river 
at four o'clock, and hastened to the barracks ^ 
but left again caxt day for Gapouj in the 
Shannon schooner. 

I was absent only four days, took a loag 
rest, and on the 22nd of Febrarary, sailed 
for Essequibo, passed Leguan, Wackenaam, 
Hog, and Tiger islands ; spring gardens and 
other estates ; and landed at Airy Hall at 
seven in the evening. 

During these six days that I was touring 
I explored many miles, saw many estates, and 
at Hunston Decree was particularly delighted 
with the number of mocking birds. £arly 
in the morning, they were flying and hopping 
among the boughs of the tall Orinoque trees, 
or resting amidst the bright scarlet blossoms. 

In Trinidad this species of bird is a pale 
ash colour ; but in Demerara it is of a 
variegated black, red and white with other 
shades, the black predominating. It is as- 
serted these birds imitate the notes of all 
other kinds of the feathered,tribe, and even 
of some animals, but though I saw them in 
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great numbers, in Capouy and other places, 
I never could distinguish more than one 
tone, that resembling the note of the thrusb. 

September 4th, I accompanied a friend on ' 
an excursion to the river Pomeroon ; first 
going, by the Land of Plenty to a rivulet, 
where alighting and sending back our horses 
we went in a boat to the lake Quaco Boca, a 
fine piece of smooth water, rowed across it 
to a cottage belonging to Mr. Ridley, 
landed, and after breakfasting walked 
through a thick wood, and arrived at the 
lake Tappacooma, whence, taking another 
boat, to a boose close to the river, down 
which we glided came to the Axrapeaca ; then 
crossed over to the Pomeroon up which we 
proceeded till, towards sunset, we arrived at 
an estate belonging to Mr. Pickeragill, called 
Pomeaco. 

The Pomeroon is navigable for canoes, to 
the Orinoco; and though narrow in some 
places, is of good depth ; the water pure and 
fresh ; there are a few habitations on its 
banks which are covered with thick wood 
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and shrubs, and vast quaDtities of a kind 
named, Froolies, which appear to be of the 
same nature as that called Carrat, in Trinidad, 
and used for the same purpose. Pomeaco is 
advantageously situated at a broad part of 
the stream ; the soil around good, and capa- 
ble of yielding abundance of fruit, vegetables, 
&c. The approach to Maria's Hope is very 
beautiful ; the land then becomes more 
elevated and that estate is one of the few 
in the colony situated on an eminence The 
dwelling house is forty or fifty feet above 
the river; in 1840, the lands at Maria's 
Hope were planted with arnotta shrubs ; 
and I saw the Indian men and women 
occupied in making the red paint from the 
pods ; at that period there was great de- 
mand for that article, but that demand has 
subsided and the cultivation of the arnotta 
has been discontinued. 

I remained some days at Fort Island, 
which formerly was a place of importance 
and the ancient capital of the colony, after 
the first setUement of the Dutch ; but it is 
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hat falling into decaj. The appointmeiit of 
Post Holder has been suppressed and the 
town almost abandoned, yet it is well situ- 
ated at the mouth of the Essequibo, and 
very healthy. My excursion up this river 
was rather interesting, though we were 
poorly provided for, with only two small 
boats and three men ; all we could prevail 
upon to go with us ; and the first day only 
made Ithaca ; where a widow lady kindly 
gave us shelter for the night. Leaving at 
an early hour next morning, we went up the 
river, touching at Amope and Palmer's Point, 
and came to the grove on Bartica Point to 
break&st, and promised, on our return from 
Kykoveral, to dine there. 

We took a canoe to convey us to Kykove- 
ral, which is an extraordinary place, with 
the ruins of an old Dutch Foit, on a rocky 
eminence, in the centre of the Mazaroony 
river. This small island, called in Dutch, 
Kykoveral, and, translated, means "Look 
every where", commands a view of the shore 
on all sides of the rivers Gayoony and 
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Essequibo, and of Oartobo Point ; so that no 
Ttissel or boat can pass the Fort without 
approaching nearly within pistol shot. The 
Fort was well buiLt, with walls of great 
solidity, and embrasures for guns pointing 
in all directions. 

Our curioeitj satisfied, we next stopped 
at Palmer's Point to climb a block of 
granite, and look down on all the three rivers 
in Essequibo, Mazaroony, and Cayoony. 

At four o'clock we disembarked at the 
Grove. 

"We were delighted with this rural little 
village, and the order, the neatness, 
the regularity, and -the high cultivation of 
the gardens around it. It contains only three 
houses, and about twenty cottages. In the 
evening we attended the daily prayers, with 
the EfiT. Mr. and Mrs. Beraau ; there were 
present about a hundred persons, among whom 
were many Indian boys and girls, who are 
maint^ed and instructed by Mr. Bemau; this 
was a most interesting sight, and one reflect- 
ing great credit on our host. The prayers 
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were first read, and then a hymn followed, 
in which Mrs. Beman and the children united, 
their voices sounding rery harmoniously. 

After prayers we returned to Ampe where 
we had made arrangements to sleep. Our 
wanderings led us to stay at Tiger Creek only 
a little time next day, and then turn our 
fiteps, or rather our frail boats towards Fort 
Island ; thoi^h I did so with reluctance. 
Let future tourists who wish to make this 
voyage, or one up any of these rivers, pro- 
vide themselves with a good Correal and 
four boatmen, hammocks with curtains, cloak 
and flannel gown, half a dozen changes of 
clothes, dressing apparatus, fowling piece, 
powder and shot, provisions to their taste, 
cooking utensils, plates, cups and saucers, 
knifes and forks, lanterns, candles, and 
snuffers, wine, brandy, malt liquors, Sec, 
which will Sliest the necessity of a cork- 
screw. The island of Leguan, my next 
resting point, as well as that Wakenaam 
contains many fine estates, and would he 
highly productive were they properly cul- 
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tivated ; bat this cannot be effected from a 
vant of labourers. 

On the eleventh of January, 1842, a 
detachment of the 1st W. I. r^ment 
embarked for Pirara, near the Brazilian 
frontier, at a great distance from George 
town ; the troops were seat up the rivers, 
and the vojage was attended with toil, 
privation and danger. 

This step of sending troops to Pirara 
caused great excitement in Brazil ; the autho- 
rities claiming that spot, such as it is, as a 
part of their territory. Orders, howevw, 
were soon given to withdraw the detachment, 
the expenses being greater than the utility ; 
and the right of possession must be decided 
by the two governments. 

The twelfth was a day of great excite- 
ment in George town, an excitement caused 
by the arrival, for the first time, of one of 
the Royal Mail Steam Company's Packets. 
The Clyde was crowded with visiters 
during its stay, amongst whom was the 
Qovernor, his lady, and &>mily. 
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On the nineteenth I left Geoi^town tor mj 
last excursion to visit the Sand Hills. These 
hills are about seventj feet above the level 
of the river, and from the whiteness of the 
eand, if you approach them, as I did, by 
moonlight, have the appearance of snow. 
They are not quite barren ; the few in- 
habitants cultivate some small spots for 
gardens, and the shaddock, the orange, the 
rose apple and Cashew nut grow there 
nourished, no doubt, bj the two springs issu- 
" ing from the hills. But the object of great 
interest to me vras the extensive forest be- 
hind them, with good pathways through it, 
and abounding in valuable wood. 

Here are seen the Sewarry nut trees, which 
grow to a gigantic size, with enormous 
branches, broad leaves, and nuts enveloped 
in massive green pods — so large and hard 
as to require a hammer to break them ; the 
kernel has the flavour of the walnut, when 
the oil has been extracted, by placing it in 
salt and water. Here also grow iron wood, 
purple heart, the wallaba. Mora, Goomara 
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mara, and locust trees, besides many others 
of great value, for the wood thej furnish. 
At a short distance in the forest ia a guUj 
or large stream of fresh water. 

The air at the Sand Hills is very salubri- 
ous, and the river is navigahle for vessels of 
tolerable size as far as Christian Berg, the 
last place inhabited by Europeans, on that 
side of British Guiana. 

My time was diminishing quickly, but I 
was determined to visit the water&lls ; so 
again took a boat and went down the river. 
The Marechal and Eesterbreck did not meet 
my expectations, for they offered no impedi- 
ment to the boats, the water flowing gently 
over, shelving rocks, of no great height. The 
Warroo Mamboo was much larger, and had 
a deeper fall. 

We landed from the boat, and explored the 
rocks forming the bed, the greater part of 
which were dry ; nor was there any very 
considerable fall of water, though in the 
rainy season, it must be a splendid sight 
The woodland and river scenery is very 



ji-vGooglc 



BfilTISH 0UU5A. 215 

beauti^I, bat no dwellings, not a single 
living being, to give it animation. 

The river becomes less broad' and more 
shaUow towards the &lls, and it is not safe 
for a vessel of any size, bejond a boat, to 
proceed much farther than Kjkoreral in their 
direction. 

In the broad part of the rivers fish abound 
the most remarkable being that called the 
Laulau, which grows to a great size, and is 
considered very delicate eating. * 

The appearance of Point Zelandia on the 
approach from the river is exceedingly beau- 
tiful, and the view, gliding past Bartika 
Point, is beyond description ; comprising the 
Grove, Point Zelandia, Cartabo Point, and 
the distant lofty mountains. The appearance 
of the colony there ceases to bear the aspect 
of an almost monotonous flat. 

* The Cheralier Schomberg has publiahed a work 
exclusively on the Tarious fiahea of this Colony. He 
is now exploring, and continuing his researches 
with a riew to dcTelop, still fiirther, the vast re- 
sources of British Guiana. 
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Point Zelandia is now a penal settlement, 
and is most advantageously situated on an 
eminence of seventy or eighty feet above the 
river, which ia there of good depth. Granite 
abouods on the banks, and the adjoining 
woods are filled with valuable trees, so that 
the efforts of the culprits sent there can be 
most usefully directed. 

The year 1841 proved very unfavourable 
to the proprietors in British Guiana, the high 
rate of wages and other expenses occasioning 
serious loss on their produce, and the utmost 
despondency prevailed, but the next termi- 
nated more favourably. 

Towards the middle of 1842, kc, the 
combined court, regulating the financial 
affairs of the colony passed a rigid, and by 
many deemed an unauthorised act agmnst the 
affairs of Her Majesty's troops in the Garrison, 
depriving them of the Colonian allowance 
which had always been granted, as a means 
of enabling them to exist in such an inor- 
dinately expensive country. The combined 
Court of the present year has indeed re- 
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newed by another Act, that allowance, but 
its renewal taking efiect only from the 1st 
January, 1843, so that officers who served 
in British Guiana during the last six months, 
(from 1st July to 3 Ist December) of 1842, 
lose the allowance due to them for that 
period. 

The allowance in itself is wretchedly 
small, and officers are badly off, who have 
not private fortunes, or resources, whilst 
serving in British Guiana. Indeed through- 
out the West India' Colonies the pay of 
officers is inadequate to their support, their 
pay ought at least, to be doubled, more 
especially that of officers actually serving in 
the West India Regiments. 

The present year, 1845, has fortunately 
been a productive one for British Guiana, 
and some other Transatlantic Colonies. 

Produce of British Guiana during the year 
1843. 

Sugar, 64,674,009 pounds weight. 

Molaasea, 2,020,354 galloiiB. 

Bum, 147,0,830 gallons. 

VOL n. L 
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Cotton, 3,008 pcmidB weight. 

Coffee, 1,924,318 pounds weight. 

The balance of money id the colooial 
chests of Demerara, and Berbice, 1st January 
1843, amonitted to 103,749 dollars, and 91 
centB. 

Total amount of rcceipta and expenditure 
c£ the eoloDy chests of British Quiana from 
the 1st of January, to 3l9t December 1842. 

Counties of Deinerats« Essequibo, and 
SerbicR. 

Receipts Expenditure 

* Dollars Cents Dollars Cents 

965,631. 71f. 965,621. Tl^. 

N. B. The above calculations are taken 
from the Royal, British Guiana, Gazette. 

The cultivation of many estates since the 
emancipation has been abandoned, parti- 
cularly of those situated on the road to 

* Four shillings and two pence to the dollar, like- 
wise a hundred eenit (ideal coin) to the dollar. 

t The estimate for the ^ear 1843 amoiutod to 
307,785 dollara— 86 centa. 



N Google 



BBITISH GUUITA. 219 

Berbice, several of them being converted into 
cattle farms, or grazing gronnds. Cotton is 
almost entirely discontinued, and coffee but 
little cultivated. Great profits are derived 
from the valuable woods of the colony, the 
Indians will as^t in felling trees, but will 
not engage in agrieultural labor, they are 
excellent boatmen, and dexterous as paddlers. 
Vessels of good dze some times sail up the 
Essequibii to Tiger Creek, and there load 
with valuable woods, for England. 

On my last visit to Georgetown I found 
tbe work of improvement going on rapidly ; 
the Colonial Hospital is now completed, and, 
vritb that for the seamen, is one of tbe finest 
and most beneficial establishments that could 
have been projected. An agricultural so- 
ciety, a reading room, and an astronomical 
society, have been founded and are well 
supported. A very pretty and convenient 
new market on the banks of the river, is not 
the least useful addition to the public build- 
ings, and all these hare been planned and 
erected without in the least deteriorating 
L 3 
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from the rural appearance of the streets, 
which is, in my eyes, such a beauty in George- 
town. The rose, oleander, hybiscus orinoque, 
Barbados' pride, scarlet concordia, king of 
flowers, lilac, and jasmin, are seen in all their 
gayest colours ; whilst fruit trees hang their 
laden branches over the heads of the pedes- 
trians. At the King numerous additions 
have been made aud the avenue of Moun- 
tain Cabbage looks as beautifnl as ever. I 
think this avenue is one of the lions of the 
colony. 

The race course, and adjoiuing plautation 
of the lodge is another charming ride or, 
should the water tempt you, go on board the 
Lady Flora Hastings, which has taken the 
place of my old friend the Royal Victoria, 
and sail from Geoi^etown to the river Berbice. 
It is but a cruise of nine hours and, though 
the " Boilers" off Mahaica and Mahacony 
may wash over the deck, wiU repay you. 
Some persons are inclined to fancy the Lady 
Flora not of sufficient size to contend with 
these angry wavos, though well suited to 



N Google 



BRITISH GtJlANA. 221 

tiver navigatioQ ; but sailors are the best 
jadges of that. 

I encountered the rolling and pitching and 
was well rewarded, for I again saw New Am- 
sterdam ; greatly improved, indeed ppogres- 
fflng as rapidly as Georgetown, Here is also 
a library, a reading room, a General asylum 
and hospital, and an agricultural society. 

Hitherto I have refrained from writiog 
upon one of the most revolting diseases, and 
one which I believe is common to most of 
the colonies, under the names " Barbados' 
leg," " Frarabosia," and " Yaw." all being a 
species of Elephantiasis, and hitherto con- 
fodered as incurable, but which now there 
is a prospect that the science of medicine 
can even touch and ameliorate if not cure. 

Doctor Vries, a gentlemen residing in 
Wellington Street Georgetown, has devoted 
all his energy and skill to this disease, and 
he now comes ; boldly forward aud proffers 
remedy. I was present at a meeting held 
at his house on the 23rd of April, and saw 
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eleven candidates pTesent tbemadves, some 
mere children, but all Iq a dreadM state. 
One was chosen for Doctor Viies to b^n 
his ezperimenbs upon, and I can only say I 
pray earnestly for fiuccees. 

" In this dreadful disease, Fnunbosia, tlie 
tubercles, vrheD the malady has for som« 
time proceeded, b^n to crack, and at length 
to ulcerate. Ulcerations also appear in the 
throat and nose, sometimes destroying the 
palate and cartilaginous septmn, the nose &Ua 
and the breath becomes intolerably offenave. 
The thickened and tuberculated skin (^ the 
extremities becomes divided and ulcerate^ 
or is corroded under dry, s(mlid scales^ so 
that the fingers and toes gangrene aad sepa- 
rate joint after joint. Aictces eum] the 
ancients in general, consider this same disease, 
a universal cancer of the body, and speak of 
it with terror. 

" According to some this disease is called 
the Arabian's luzam and luzamlyk, from axt 
Arabic word which implies K&osioff, tbckca- 
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sioff, EKtaeio-y. From Arabia, tii« term, lu- 
zam, bas no doubt passed into India, aa it 
is there tbe commonname for the same disease. 
"Among the Gaberajals or Hindoo physici- 
ans, who also occasionally demonstrate it 
Fislidi SMu from its being supposed to 
infect the entire mass of blood, but more 
genenUly Kora. One peculiarity of this in- 
fection, is tbe apathy with which it is en- 
dured. The mind becomes sli^gish and alow 
in i^prehensioQ, no pain, and seldom more 
than a pleaeing itching of the parts. When 
the saneous dischai^ comes on, the muscle, 
pale and flabby, is in its turn destroyed, and 
the joint perforated, as by an auger, the ex- 
tremity droops, and at length ftUs a victim 
to this cruel, tardy, but certain poison. The 
wounds now heal, and other joiots are at- 
tacked in succession, whilst every rev(^/ing 
year bears with it a trophy of this dilatory 
march of death. Even at this stage, death 
comes not to the relief nor is desired by 
tbe infected patient who, dying by inches, 
and a spectacle of horror to all who behold 
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him, atill fondly cherishea the spark of life 
remaining, eats voracioudj all he can procure, 
and will often crawl about with little more 
than the trunk remaining, until old age comes 
OQ, and at last he is carried off b; diarrhoea 
or dysentery, which the enfeebled consitution 
has no stamina to resist." 

Surely all who read the above description, 
will join in praise to Mr. Tries for his at- 
tempt, and a wish that his skill may be re- 
warded. I confess I look forward with great 
anxiety, to the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to watch his progress. 

The present state of the colony, is well 
pourtrayed in the following address of his 
Excellency the Governor, to the combined 
Court-gentlemen. 

" The business of the session being now at 
ajQ end, there remaineth nothing for me but 
to perform the pleasing duty of returning 
my cordial thanks for the diligence with 
which you have executed your important 
task ; for the perspicuous improved ar- 
rangement which the usual Tax Ordinance 
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has received at jour hands, and for the due 
Provision which you have made for every 
branch of the public service ; and especially 
for your wise liberality in respect to the 
repair of ecclesiastical edifices. I also con- 
gratulate you on the record which your 
proceedings have supplied of the highly 
prosperous state of the finances of the coun- 
try ; of the satisfactory condition, in respect 
to wages and food, of the mass of the people, 
and of the spirit oi enterprise and local 
improvement which pervades the entire com- 
munity. 

"A steady augmentation of the population ;* 
the continuance, for some years to come, of 
the fostering care and protection of the mother 
coimtiy, and the blessing of Providence 
cannot fail ere long, to raise this magnificent 
colony to that high rank amongst the depen- 



* According to » ceneus, tt^en, in February 
1843, Uie total popnlatioD of British Qniana then 
condstad of 120,000, of Trhich numbor, about nine- 
teen thonsaad in Georgetown alone. 
1 5 
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denora of the Briti^ etown, to ^rhich ifp 
extent, capabilities, {md fei:tiUty, giye it^sp 
just and natural -a fiaifo." 

Signed, ^Bl^tT LieoT, 

April 14, 1845. 
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In the bope.tl^at I maj be able to eradicate 
an. UQ&Torable, impression respecting Ti}ba^o 
I shall set about my description of it in good 
earnest, and endeavour to prove that suph 
an idea is erroneous, for aa the trav^er 
penetrates jnto. the interior he must become 
convinced of the importance of it as a 
col9ny. 

, Military men , generallj dislike being or- 
der^d^ to Tobf^o, and are always anxious to 
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quit ; but this proceeds firom the very limited 
society and ivant of public amusement ; 
whilst the unprepossessing appearance of the 
□orthern coast, when passing at sea, or a 
short stay in the principal town may lead 
the traveller to pass from it with distaste. 
Throughout the -whole island there is but 
little social iotercourss, as the habitations 
are scattered, and the roads, the greater part 
of the year, in such a state as precludes 
visiting. But most of the estates are advan- 
tageously situated, and the scenery around 
them picturesque and attractive. -The va- 
riety of its trees, shrubs, flowers and vege- 
tables must render it interesting to the 
botanist, whilst the naturalist may there 
find birds not to be met with in the 
other colonies. Of the former I am ac- 
quainied with one hundred and twenty 
three different kinds, and doubtless there 
are many others. 

The dimensions of this island are variously 
stated, but according to Mc. CuUoch's descrip- 
tion " it is thirty-two miles long and twelve 



■, Google 



broad." The length may be reckoned from 
Sandy Bay, Milford, to Charlotteyille, Man 
of War Bay, thirty-two miles in a direct 
line, but, as the roads are traced, the dis- 
tance between these two points extends to 
thirty-nine miles, being twenty-nine measu- 
red from the capital Scarborough, to Char- 
lotteviUe, on the one side, and ten miles to 
Milford on the other. The breadth may be 
estimated at twelve miles between the ex- 
treme points of Englishman's and Mangrove 
Bays ; bnt direct communication is extremely 
difficult, from the grand ridge of mountains 
and many other impediments intervening. 
This island is situated sixteen miles north 
east of Trinidad, and eighty-two south east 
of Grenada, in latitude 11|> 15' north 
longitude 60<t 40' west. 

The principal town, Scarborough, situated 
above the bay of that name, is small, and 
as a residence offers little that is inviting, 
but is surrounded by eminences each in 
itself a picture. 

Ad early morning ride to Signal Hill, on 
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t^ estate Aacbenakeocb. abo^t six mil^ 
from Soarborough, ,wiU shew .^e di^rict ]£ 
Sand^ Foii^t, Milford Bay, Bucco Be^> ,ai^i^ 
ail the ioterinediate e9^t^ on (m^ side ; 
.wbilst,aD the, other ace se^u th^ .tQwa, .the 
shipping and-hpy, Fort ^iijg Qeofge, Ap. 
and DD.a fii)£ dj^.tbp ct^t.of Triuld^. 

BlipBpect estate, irbicb jj^cludes jEII jou 
,Ipok ,at from Signal Hill, ta^esi^i al^,1^ 
orange vallej a^d.Ut^e Gpi^laod Baj. 

,Fnm the ^sigi^l p(t9t, Amity Hppe, ,h(iT 
brj^t^.tbe^p is,se^,gibiii\g t^ .brjigfjt 
waters, of ;|;bfi .bays, and coiinti;7,rouj[^. ,At 
Motmt.G];fkce.I.could,^pepd,a ^ay gazing ,qii 
the other heights circling over, the toTm, c^ 
Di^iregen, PfpT^d^ce,,;^d Arnpes T^le,,!® 
Coteaux, .with the (^verpment House, Har- 
mony Hall, Giunamfn Hall, && 

But ^asc^, and gaze £rom , Con^dia 
Estate, at the map .beneath you,. the. pano- 
rama .around, . and .^(jkno^vledge tl^t it is 
^rer tbui ^y ^ng ^se. 

The Court House in Scarborough, ia in, an 
,9pen,apa<^ and is atbands^e buil|ding ^but 
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•the Proteetant, Presbyterian, ai^d .Wealeyan 
-cl»irches ara oQ^respectal^le ; the jsf^e^- 
..mark is applicable to the ,Qastom,H9U3erapd 
Ppmmis&ariat ^stablishioent ; but the |ib^l is 
.well adapted to :the ,col(ai,y, and it$ interjj^r 
,tiiT^DgemeEts are admirable ; altogether g^t 
improTemepts have been made in thelffst 
.■fep years, especiaUy TBiuce the abolitiijp ^pf 
a^reiy. loqly wish I could say the s^e 
of the couiitry .properties throi^hovi,t t^e 
colony. It waa natural to suppose ,si;ch an 
event would cause a great chapge -in 
• alfairs, tand «Teo cajuse calamity; but l^t 
.us hope that is. past and, though tiie-alt»i:^- 
tion has astonished, tinier will prove :%11,^ 
for the best 

I was incoEomand of the treops in Tobago 
in August 1830, when this occurrence -jik^ 
obeerved with the utmost solemnity ; and ;I 
never felt a greater thiill -of pleasure tiis^ 
when I saw the n^wly [liberate .OGgc^ 
hasten to tihe different places of .worahip, 
dressed in their best attire, to o^er up 
.tIi»nk;§glTings for tlie blesa^ of .fi;^^m. 
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Perfect tranquillity reigned throughout 
the island. A cessation of work, for a few 
days of course, took place, for idleness was a 
Doyelty and therefore a pleasure ; but gradu- 
ally many entered into terms with their 
former masters or others, and resumed labor 
tiiough not in numbers, indeed many com- 
moDced quite different employments. But 
for a time the merchants had a good market ; 
the various comestibles from the stores dis- 
appeared rapidly ; and finery of alt kinds was 
ea^rly sought, as if these poor creatures 
thought the first acts of freedom must be toeat 
and dress. Alas 1 the merchants as well as pro- 
prietors have suffered and many been ruined. 
Being so near Trinidad it was thought num- 
bers would have repaired thither, but very 
few left the island. Meetings had been held, 
and the amount of wages decided ; the rate 
was very low, but the people were indemni- 
fied, by being allowed provision grounds to 
cultivate for their own advantage. 

Long before emancipation the negros had 
the exclusive right of the sale of ground pro- 
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visions ;, namelj, yama, tanniers, sweet po- 
tatoes, cassava ; and they had that monopoly 
because no other people would cultivate them 
in Tobago, and consequently they affixed 
what price they pleased. The legislature in 
vain tried to control them in that respect ; 
even whilst slaves they answered the Decree 
of the House of Assembly, affixing a tariff, 
by withholding the supplies, and the markets 
were destitute of the necessary commodities 
till the decree was rescinded. 

Emancipation, Qotwithstanding the liberal 
parliamentary grant, proved a severe cala- 
mity to the proprietors, though to the libe- 
rated it was of inestimable benefit, and that 
race called negros is now the happiest of any 
corresponding class in the universe ; that is 
to say, the quondam slaves and their &mi- 
lies are more comfortably provided for than 
any peasantry in Europe. Many maintain 
that they were happier as slaves ; and lat- 
terly their treatment was kind, in Tobago 
particularly so, but fetters remain fetters 
though decorated with sparkling gems. 
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Fort EiDg George is on an eminence above 
Scarborongh, the ascent to whtdi is steep, 
though a good cariiage road leads to the 
summit, wliich is just a mile £rom the Court 
House. From manj miles round, in everj 
direction, the eye reets upon this fort, and 
the view from it is extensire. It is small, 
but compact: cont&ina good barracks, an 
hospital, magazines, stores, and sevoi large 
tanks supplied bj rain vrater, of vrhidi thej 
always contain a sufficient quantity for the 
use of the garrison, excepting in seasons of 
great drought. 

Gourland bay, vith the small town over it, 
called Plymouth, is the second place of im- 
portance in the island ; it is situated on the 
northern coast, about five miles from Scar- 
borough, and a constant communication is 
earned on between them ; but some part of 
the road is not good, and a liver near Gour- 
land is, after a continuance of heavy rain, 
often impassable. 

Tobago has twenty two bays on its coast ; 
twelve rivers flow through the eighty-two 
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estates, and during the time the island was 
in possession of the French there were 
twenty-two fortifications. 

It comprises seven divisions or parishes, 

Barbadoa Bay, or psrbh of St. G«o^e. 

Courlaad Bay, St. Darid. 

Great river, . St. Mary. 

North eaat, St John. 

Queen'a Bay, 6L P^oL 

Sodiley Bay, . St. Andrev. 

Sandy Bay, - St. Patrick, 

Little Tob^o, near the north east extre- 
mity 13 an islet two miles long and one broad. 

Milford, at the termination of Sandj 
Point, still stands marked on the maps as a 
town, though the -visiter perceives only a few 
scattered houses which can only be named as 
a poor village. 

In the days of the early settlers the capi- 
tal of the island was Grandby Point, but on 
account of its insalubrity, It was abandoned, 
and the seat of government fixed at Scap- 
borough. There are the ruins of a fort still 
to be seen nearly opposite Smith's islet, and 
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amongst them lay several dismantled guas, 
nearly hidden in the long grass. 

To add to the melancholy that will steal 
over the mind In the midst of ruin here are 
several tomb stones, but the inscription of 
only one was visible, purporting it to have 
been erected to the memory of a Mr. Clark, 
who died in 1772. 

Under the demolished fort, and along the 
beach, was a row of large seaside grape trees, 
the fruit of which had a strong taste of salt. 
The height of these trees varies from ten to 
twenty feet ; the leaves are broad, thick and 
always green ; the fruit grows in clusters, 
but otherwise more resembling plums than 
grapes : when ripe it is of a beautiful violet 
colour, of an agreeable, refreshing flavour, 
and containing large stones. It makes good 
preserves. 

On the 13th of April 1837 I left Fort 
King George with the intention of making a 
tour of the island. I descended to the Adel- 
phi estate and admired the coffee shrubs, 
which look beautifiil when the clustering 
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berries are ripe. Mulberry Jrees have been 
planted on this property with the intention 
of breeding silk worms, and at this time 
there was every prospect of success 

Leaving Adelphi, Nutmeg Grove and In- 
dian Walk, I descended from Runnemede to 
Mount Dillon, a long and steep path. Just 
before the decline commences I saw a large 
silk cotton-tree. In comparison Mount Dil- 
lon lies low, though situated on an elevation 
over the sea ; the residence stands on a 
lovely spot. 

I rode only eighteen miles the first day of 
my tour, sleeping at Englishman's Bay, which 
I left early in the morning, proceeding thro' 
the woods, via Patetuvier and Bloody Bays, 
crossing the river at the latter, where, in the 
deep part, the water was breast high (I mean 
to a pedestrian) and continuing my route 
passing by Anse Fourmia, to Hermitage, a 
distance from Englishman's Bay of eighteen 
miles over most difficult ground, and which 
consequently occupied five hours and a half 
to traverse ; constantly was I obliged to dis- 
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moijnt and lead my horse over trunks of 
trees stretched across the sarrow pathway. 
, Tired with the toilsome journey, the re- 
freshments at Hermitage were very accepta- 
ble ; I rested till the cool of the evening, 
when I again started for Man of War bay, 
another five miles of riding through the 
forest ; bnt though steep and unpleasant it 
was a ntOTe agreeable ride tbin the early 
part. But irksome as was my journey it 
was attended with no feeling of solitariness, 
for these woods abound in game, uamdy 
peccaries, agbotees, &:c., and on the y^nks of 
the river wild cattle are plentiful, but d 
these I saw nothing The woods were full of 
life ; the sound of cocricos, the call of the 
parrots, the mountain doves, king of the 
woods, and others re-echoed everywhere, 
sometimes seeming close to my ear ; but 
when I emerged from the thick trees and 
approached Hermitage, the small, beautifoUy 
variegated creatures were flying in every di- 
rection ; and the song of the wren vras heard. 
In the two bays were a vast number of 
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pelicans and other aquatic birds, darting 
their long bills into the sea at the shtxils of 
small fish springing to the sur&ce. 

I rested at Charlotte ViUe that night, and 
at earl; dawn rode to Telescope, overlooking 
Man of War bay, the Hermitage, and Saint 
Giles* Eocks, the rocks called the Brothers, 
those named the Sisters, Speyade, Tirrel's 
Bay, the islet Little Tobago, the Observa- 
tory, the beautiful estate of Merchison, with 
the ever changing sea on one side — the land, 
with a large extent of forest scenery, ever 
verdant, on the other. 

The Observatory was formerly an estate of 
great value, but has been for years abandon- 
ed, and is consequently in ruins ; the ascent 
is tedious, but let no one go near and not 
achieve it. The view from the top is splendid. 

Between Charlotteville and Telescope, be- ' 
for« the ascent commences, a small creek 
intervenes, named Pirate Bay. Wonderful 
are the tales related of pirates who are sup- 
posed to have concealed great riches near that 
spot, and many the efforts made to discover 
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the treasure, but nothing has been found : 
that mornlDg all was as tranquil as if no such 
beings as pirates ever existed. I seemed the 
only human being near, and I was intent on 
other things than plunder. 

When I left Charlotteville, after enjoying 
a breakfa.'it my previous ride bad given me a 
zest for, I took a southerly direction by 
Speyside, Tirrel's Bay, Trois Rivieres, Lam- 
beau Hill, Merchison, King's Bay, Betsy's 
Hope, Queen's Bay, and stopped at Roxbo- 
rough ; departed thence early the following 
morning, passing Ai^le, Invera, Kendal 
Place and Bel Garden, to Richmond, a very 
extensive property, with a river, navigable 
for boats and canoes a short distance, flowing 
through it. I took luncheon at Pembroke, 
returning to Richmond to dinner. 

On the l7th I breakfasted at Pembroke, 
and then, passing rapidly by Goldsborough, 
Studley Park, Mount St. George, Hope and 
Bacolet, parted from my friend at the Lodge 
and ascended to the fort. 

This excursion took me four days, but 
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they were four of pleasure ; and how often 
I wished that some of the gramblers a^nst 
Tobago were with me, that I could point out 
the various beauties it possesses : oiily let an 
unprejudiced person visit the Runnimede 
property, the rich, productive lands bordering 
on the Grand Kidge, and he will confess the 
woodland scenery surpasses all description ; 
the n^achioery, steam engine, and appurte- 
nances prove the spirit of the possessors : 
the locust trees must please ; and the sloping 
lawn embraces sea, mountains, and valley. 
This estate consists of twelve hundred acres, 
including the beach about King Peter's Bay. 
On the 12th October I went, with a party, 
to visit Bobinson Crusoe's Cave, which lies 
on the south western coast, under Crown 
point, opposite to Trinidad ; the roads to it 
conduct, one near, the other along the beach, 
(take the former good reader should you visit 
Tobago,) to Sandy Point, then, leaving the 
estates of Cove, Friendship, and Kilgwin, 
to the left, and Bon Accord on the right, you 
ride about a mile &nd half &rther to an 
VOL n. H 
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extensive pasture land, formerly a large es- 
tate called CroDstan. 

Across this pasture and below the clifife 
over the sea is the cave ; and to get to it you 
now require the use of your hands as well 
as feet to crawl down the cra^y ridge; 
after winding a little distance over uneven 
ground, adjoining the beach a slight ascent 
must be made ; holding on by hands, and 
grasping projecting rocks to attain the mouth 
of the cave, into which, the descent, though 
not deep, must be made with caution, the 
entrance being narrow, the ground within 
very craggy, and broken with rough masses 
of loose and fixed rock, or stone, whilst the 
roof is studded with long pointed spars, or 
knobs of a sharp kind of rock or stony sub- 
Stone, to avoid knocking the head against 
which, the explorer must stoop low in grop- 
ing his way into the cave. These points 
some of which are thinner than the rest, 
resemble long icicles, and are supposed to 
have been formed by the rain, or the waves 
of the sea, during boisterous weather, break- 
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ing over the cave, oozing through the pores 
of the roof, becoming congealed, and thus 
forming petrefactions ; some are very brittle 
and yield to the force of the hand, others 
require a hatchet to disunite them ; ezter- 
' nally they are dull, but when cut or broken 
sparkle brilliantly. This cave is about 
twenty feet long and ten broad, but the ex- 
treme end of the aperture is only large 
enough to admit a very small animaL The 
aperture in the opinion of many, leads to a 
considerable extent, but this is only con- 
jecture. The height is sufScient for the 
tallest man to stand upright, though it is 
difficult to find footing, the ground being so 
ru^ed, and uneven, as to oblige visiters to 
cling by the large A-agments of stone or rock. 
In one spot there is a natural banquette just 
admitting a single person to be seated. 

It would be no very difficult matter to 
clear the floor, make an easy entrance, and 
cutting steps down the cliff enable visiters 
to resort to it. 

Between the mouth of the cave and the 
H 3 
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sea is a large cliff, Trhich renders the cave 
veiy dark, though it in some d^ree protects 
it from the waves. For the purpose of ex- 
ploring, it is requisite to be furnished with 
lights, and several fragments of rock are so 
formed, as to serve as sconces for the tapers ; 
when thus illuminated the effect is very 
grand. Our ride home, after this visit, was 
by moonlight, a light none but tra- 
vellers in such a clime, can form an idea of. 
I remember one daj, during a short visit 
I made to Hermitage, going in a boat with 
some friends to Englishman's Bay. It was 
a lovely morniDg and we were enjoying our 
sail, when suddenly we heard a sound of 
lamentation or great pain ; we gazed around, 
no one was visible, nothing to lead us to 
guess whence it came, but one of the boat- 
men, with a half smile, said It was a whale 
asleep near us ; scarcely had he spoken, 
when one of those immense creatures leaped 
from the sea to a considerable height and 
fell, with an awful explosion, near our boat. 
We started with exclamations of thank- 
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fulness at our escape ; tbe boatmen rested 
on their oars as if paralysed, and it was 
only by the authtsitatire orders of their 
master, that they rallied and rowed on. The 
whale was of an eaormous bulk, and ap- 
peared about seventy feet in length. 

The wind, after this incident, became con- 
trary, the sea rough, and the sun intensely 
hot. Mr. C. was yery ill, and we had to 
console us, only the dreary part of the north 
coast bordered with impervious forests, or 
perpendicular, barren, rocks. 

Slowly we passed the Broth^^ and Sisters, 
Auce Fourmi, Koody and Fatatuvier Bays, 
and reached our destination in the afternoon, 
but the surf was so high our boat could not 
approach the shore ; a skiff was sent to us in 
which ve seated ourselre3,and my companions 
stepped safely on shore, but when J jwepared 
to follow, a tremendous wave washed over 
the skiff threw me down and carried rae far 
from shore ; with difficulty I arose and 
grasped an oar ; but again I fell j another 
wAve came ; and this time hurled the skifT 
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to the beach ; the men siezed it firmly and 
I landed drenched with salt water. 

Game is plentiM in Tobago, I mean such 
game as the islands produce, and occasionally 
partridges are met with, though I never shot 
but one ; my sport was generally with cocri- 
C08 and Man of War birds, of the last I 
made many attempts to procure one, and 
at last succeeded ; the first I killed fell down 
the rocks and I lost it ; the next I succeeded 
in gaining possession of but could not get 
it stufied. It measured seven feet across 
the expanded wings, and three feet from 
the beak to the tail ; when it fell it had 
in its throat, half swallowed, a Flying fish, 
eleven inches in length. The beak of this 
bird was sent, with other curiosities, to the 
United Service Institution. 

1 never really enjoy shooting in Tobago, 
the birds are so beautiful, and seem so do- 
mestic. 

In 1839 I witnessed the ceremony of lay- 
ing the first stone of a new chapel, at Mount 
Heasant, Sandy Point, the Reverend Mr. 
Vincent, Rector of Scarborough, attended 
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Upon this occasion, and passed an eloquent 
eulogium upon the gentleraen of the Mora* 
vian missiou, who for a series of years had 
performed all the duties at Sandj Point. 

Among the thickets at Mount Pleasant, 
formerly a valuable estate, I saw a tombstone 
to the memory of Governor Campbell, who 
died in the island in 1779. 

During my ride this day I saw a silk mahot 
tree in full bearing, with seeds, or pods, like 
a hare's legs, with buds and straw colored 
blossoms, which contrasted beautifully with 
the large green leaves. This tree was nearly 
thirty feet high, a foot in diameter, and its 
bark a light grey colour. It always appears 
to me as if the bright and beautiful birds are 
attracted by the brilliant blossoms of the 
trees ; see one of the bois iramortel with iw 
golden blossoms, and around it are a number 
ot the little creatures fluttering as if they 
enjoyed its beauties. Once, riding between 
Providence and Franklyns, I saw an emerald 
humming bird repcsing on its nest at the 
end of a bamboo twig bending low down ; 
I stopped and gazed at the beauteous little 
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flatterer, which after a minttfce, flew to a 
branch above ; I took hold of the twig and 
looked into the nest, which contained two 
tiny eggs ; it would have been pro&natioii 
to have touched them, the pretty creature 
looked at US so confidingly. 

In the midst of a rural and beautiful 
country, not far from Les Coteaux, is the 
Highlands waterfall, rushing with velocity, 
over shelving rocks, from a height of eighty 
feet. The basin into which the water dashes 
is fifteen feet in circumference, and ten or 
twelve deep. The email fall is not more 
than ten feet. The rays of the sun reflect- 
ing through this falling sheet, which appears 
at least four feet broad, ^ve it the semblance 
of a magnificent rainbow ; nothing can be 
more beautiful, for though nature in all its 
sublimity is around you it creates only feel- 
ings of pleasure. Midway up the rocks, 
there is a level space overlooking the baain, 
where visiters can recline under the shade 
of the graceful tree?, and enjoy the scene 
beneath and above them : and here again 
'midst the vivid yellow blossoms of the cog- 
wood trees are birds of all hues. I verily 
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fedieve this is the prettiest spot in Tobago, 
UDlesa it be a ride through Amoea vale, 
where there are two trees more beautiful 
than all the others ; perhaps, because seen 
no where else. Not very lofty, but with 
branches bending gracefully like those of the 
willow, these trees have blossoms in the form 
of a tulip, one white, one red, and about 
the size of a liqueur glass, the seeds are 
contained in pods hanging from the branches 
like French beans, whilst the leaves are green 
like the willow. 

In this vale you see also the Spanish 
needle shrub, the large broad leaves oi 
which, in skilful hands, make excellent Razor 
straps. 

Reader there are many other lovely spots 
and many other islands I could write about, 
but it would only be to repeat what I have 
already mentioned. Many years of service 
and travelling have made the West Indies 
almost like a home, and I have learned to 
feel an interest in the cc^onies, I would fain 
make felt hj others. 
S M 
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More than five years have elapsed since the 
final emancipation of the slaves throughout 
the British Dominions. Even at the period 
of the apprenticeship, four years previous, 
great apprehensions were felt in the West 
Indies, that it might prOTe the signal 
for open insurrection and revolt, yet it was 
only followed by some symptoms of discon- 
tent at Trinidad and other colonies, on the 
part of negros, on finding that they were 
subject to a life of constraint, though under 
a mild form, for six years more, instead of 
unconditional freedom as they had fully ex- 
pected. When, at last, it was proposed to 
admit them to the privileges of free British 
subjects in 1838, many persons predicted 
that such a measure would be followed by 
all the disastrous coDsequences, that the most 
sombre imagination could suggest ; yet the 
memorable 1st of August passed off quietly. 
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and, with few exceptions, the conduct of the 
maoy hundred thousands liberated, has since 
been that of peaceable subjects, obedient to 
the laws. The question naturally arises — 
would this have been the case had they re- 
mained slaves ? — Might not then some of the 
colonies have been devastated by intestine 
broils and civil wars, similar to those that 
frequently occurred during the period of 
slavery t 

It is to be deeply deplored that the eman- 
cipated, and the people generally, in the co- 
lonies, are averse to agricultural labor, and 
that the comparative few, who do engage in 
it, are so unreasonable in their demands — it 
is equally to be lamented that the free-born 
rising generation seem absolutely disinclined 
to any pursuits of that nature, even to the 
cultivation of gardens. 

Sanguine hopes had at one time been 
entertained of supplying the deficiency of 
field laborers by means of the emigration 
system, which unfortunately has met with 
severe checks and disappointment, but which 
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with proper management^ might yet be ati" 
complished. In that respect much good maj 
be derived from the favorable reports of the 
Hill Coolies, who recently left British Guiana, 
on return to their far distant homes, in the 
East ladies. Similar reports might also be 
made by many returned, or returning to 
Africa. The Portuguese emigrants at Deme- 
rcra appear to do weU, tmd to be happy and 
contented ; but the colony that probably 
offers greater attractions for emigrants is 
Trinidad. 

The culture of sugar canes alone may be 
considered injurioos to the constitution of 
Europeans. Cocoa, coffee, arrow-root, aloes, 
tobacco, ^nger, cotton, (rice as planted in 
the West Indies) yams, sweet potatoes, tan- 
niers, all kinds of vegetables and fruits can 
be cultivated by people of all nations in 
Sorope, and elsewhere, vrithout danger to 
thoir health, so far as regards such employ- 
ment. The distinction of rice in the West 
Indies is here particularized, because that is 
planted mi dry lands, whereas in the East 
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indies rice is cultivated in swampy places, 
or grounds always irrigated, therefore not so 
safe for £uropeans, or persons unaccustomed 
to them. Had the proprietors of estates 
some years prior to the slave emancipation, 
planted considerable numbers of bread fruit 
trees on their waste lands, as Mr. Robley did, 
at Tobago, they would now derive great 
benefit from that essential production, and 
according to the axiom, better late than 
never, the bread fruit tree rises from a slip, 
so as to produce in a few years ; a finer 
article of nutritious food there cannot be, 
and once planted, no labor is required for 
its culture — then how much better to see 
such handsome trees on waste lands, than 
the thickets, rank grass and noxious weeds 
perceptible on many of the estates. In few 
of the West India Colonies, are the highly 
prized fruit trees " sappodillo," cultivated 
in any number — it is a superiatively handsome 
tree, and its fruit eagerly sought ; no sooner 
does it appear at the markets in Trinidad 
and elsewhere than it is disposed of — where- 
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fore then, it maj be asked, are not more of 
those valuable trees planted 1 How well 
they would grace the present, worse than 
waste, lands in the West Indies. Many 
other productions of the sort might be found 
worthy of attention, now that sugar cannot 
be produced in the same quantity bs formerly. 
One ot the advantages, arising from the dis- 
covery of the Transatlantic countries, other- 
wise called, the new world, is the cocoa, or 
more properly the chocolate tree — it is pretty 
certain that such a production was unknown 
before in any other part of the world ; it is 
related that the Spaniards found cocoa with 
the Indians, that cocoa and chocolate were so , 
named by them, and remain so called to this 
day : — as an article of sustenance it is not to 
be surpased, for persons of sedentary habits 
it may not answer, unless indeed such as Jo 
not take much animal food, of which, in point 
of substance, it may be deemed a substitute ; 
but for those who take great exercise, or are 
subject to bodily exertion, it is iavaluable — 
it would be well therefore if the laboring, 
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and the poorer classes could take cocoa or cho- 
colate Id place of tea, or other beverage, or as 
food with bread ; it is to be purchaaed at a 
moderate price, and in a prepared state — if 
its importation were allowed free of duty, it 
would be a further encouragement for its 
more general use, and Government probably 
more than compensated, by its increased 
consumption, and the consequent increased 
consumption of sugar. 

Is is affinned that very few proprietors of 
lands in the West India Colonies now clear 
the espensea attendant on their cultivation, 
yet in some of them, such as Tobago, Do- 
minica, Grenada, and others, the wages paid 
to laborers, amount to less than what the 
maintenance, in all probability, of a similar 
' number of slaves, would have cost, before the 
emancipation — the loss to proprietors in those 
colonies, must then arise from the difference 
of labor performed — from its present insuf- 
ficency — whilst the laborers have an easy 
mode of indemnifying themselves for the 
lowness of wages, by the sale of their ground 
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proTiaions, ou which they can put what price 
they please. 

This sort of monopoly will continue, until a 
competition is established, by new arrivals 
of persons willing to undertake the culture 
of the ground provisions — therein consists 
the advantage of the Bread Fruit trees ; once 
planted and sufficiently grown, they yield 
their nutritious produce, with little or no 
trouble to the possessors, who could derive 
much benefit frran them. 

In British Guiana, and in the Island of 
Trinidad, the wages exacted by the laborers 
generally are very high, often un reasonable 
beyond measure, and still their work is 
pronounced inadequate. Many of the pro* 
prietors of cocoa, aad coffee plantations, at 
Trinidad, have adopted a plan, which, under 
existing circumstances, may be considered 
very judicious they agree with a class of 
peasants in that colony, called peons, to as* 
sist in, or undertake the culture of their 
lands, and gathering of their crops, for the 
half of their value, that is, half of the 
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cocoa and coffee produced, or, when sold, half 
the amount. The possessors of those plan- 
tations cannotbysuchmeans realize fortunes; 
but they can maintain themselves and their 
families, by that easy mode of cultivation, 
free from care and anxiety. Formerly there 
were a vast number of fine, valuable plan- 
tations of coffee in British Guiana, but of 
recent years most part of them have been 
n^lected or abandoned, the proprietors pre- 
ferring to give their attention exclusively to 
sugar cajie cultivation ; notwithstanding the 
&ec|uent complaint of loss being sustained 
on that produce— now — it certainly ap- 
pears more advisable to adhere to what could 
not be attended with anything like so great 
risk of loss, the culture of coffee. It must 
appear so, at least to those who are unac* 
quainted with Colonial agriculture, and the 
mystery, with which at the present period 
it seems to be enveloped. 

At Trinidad, the cocoa and coffee planters, 
for the most part of Spanish origin, do not 
trouble themselves with sending their pro- 
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duce to Europe, they dispose of it ia the 
colony at once ; it ia sold either at Arima, 
at St. Joseph, or ia Port of Spain, as may 
be conYenient to them. 

A gentleman having disposed of his pro- 
perty in the West Indies, after the Slave 
Emancipation, wrote a memorandum, on the 
eve of hia departure for Europe, to the fol- 
lowing effect. 

" In 1832 I found on this Estate 223 skves. 

In 1838 I leave 23i free beings. 

In 1832 were fil head of cattle. 

In 1838 there are 73 head of cattle, not one in the 

interral hftring been bought. 
In 1832 were 14 mnlea. 
In 1838 there are 19. Kght muka having been 

bought in the rax jeaiB. 
In 1832 I found eome carrion eheep. 
In 1838 I leave the best flock in the Colony. 

The preservation of health in the West 
Indies mainly depends on early rising and 
taking exercise in the cool of the morning, 
say between daybreak and eight o'clock^ 
which is a good hour for breakfast ; riding 
on horseback is the best exercise: some 
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persons object to taking the air before 
breakfast, from a notion, erroneous in my 
opinion, that what thej call miasma is inju- 
rious until the sun has risen some time 
and purified the air, which always appeared 
to me the purest and the most refreshing 
between day dawn and sunrise, and that, 
consequently, exercise is then most conducive 
to health in that climate. When prevented 
going out from inclemency of weather, it is 
nevertheless, advisable to rise early and 
occupy the mind with some employ- 
ment or pursuit. Many hope to ward off 
illness by extreme abstinence, but that is 
perhaps equally inimical to the constitution 
as intemperance; either excess is bad, and 
I am decidedly of opinion, that the constant, 
or frequent use oi pepper, spices, hot dishes, 
such as curry and pepperpot, must be detri- 
mental ; an opinion that is indeed combated 
by numbers, who imagine, on the contrary, 
that those fiery ingredients and aliments are 
more salubrious than simple viands, that 
theyare cooling, in lieu of being inflammatory. 
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yet they are apt to bum and excoriate, 
wheQ taken by those unaccustomed to them, 
certainly no proof of their refi^erent qua- 
lities. 

We lose a deplorable number of soldiers 
in the West Indies ; and the sad mortality 
is principally to be attributed to that most 
pernicious liquor New Ram : let as suppose 
a man to take of that spirit only a small 
quantity to mix with water, he is constrained, 
not having anything better, to drink, even 
observing such moderation, if his beverage be 
ever so weak, still the constant, daily use of 
neiv Rum (old rum now is not now to be 
purchased in the colonies) will undermine 
his constitution, and destroy his health. A 
soldier's pay in the West Indies cannot 
afford any other liquor than rum ; the late 
General Sir Lionel Smith, who was ever 
anxious to promote the comfort and welfare 
of the soldiers, made strenuous, but unsuc- 
cessful endeavours to procure for them, 
during his command in the Windward and 
Leeward colonies, malt liquor at the Engibh 
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cost ; it follows, therefore, that either the 
soldier must drink water alone, which, in 
that climate, is enfeebling, or he must inter- 
mix it with new rum, which is deadly. A fine 
part of the soldier's ration, in the West Indies, 
is the cocoa and sugar ; the quantity allowed, 
of which, however, is small, could it be 
doubled, it would so tend to fortify his frame, 
as would counteract the pdsonous effects of 
the rum ; this too, in consideration of the 
high price and scarcity of milk, which a 
soldier's pay cannot afford, more than malt 
or other nutritious liquid. The expense of 
doubling the proportion of cocoa and sugar 
would be infinitely more than reimbursed by 
the consequent saving on hospital expendi- 
ture, which must be immense from the vast 
number of European soldiers, throughout the 
West Indies, patients in the hospitals, where, 
certainly, no expense is spared in their care 
and treatment ; it must be admitted, that 
the insalubrity and mortality among the 
troops there, proceed, in great measure, from 
the effect of climate ; yet if the above men-> 
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tioned iraproTemeQt Id their diet waa essayed 
it might lessen these serious evils. 

Daring the last twenty years the condition 
of our soldiers, in the West Indies, has been 
considerably ameliorated, by the substitution 
of iron bedsteads for hammocks, by three days 
more fresh, in lieu of salt meat, per week, 
and by the use of dripstones in their barracks. 
The situation, of military officers in the 
West Indies is very disadvantageous, the 
pay of a captain will scarce enable him to 
keep a horse, and that of a Subaltern officer 
does not anything like suffice, in consequence 
of the excessive dearth of the country, for 
his ordinary, unavoidable expenses ; and 
that in a climate, where all officers require 
horses, to enable them to take proper exer- 
cise. What conduces to health in that part 
of the world, is occasionally going to sea ; 
and when officers formerly went on leave of 
absence, to take a short cruise among the 
Colonies, they received the local al- 
lowances for servants, for rations, and, 
.those entitled to it, forage for horses, the 
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same as when doing duty with their 
Corps, or at their stations, hut within the 
last twelve years, that indulgence has heen 
discontinued. 

Among the windward and leeward West 
India Colonies, British Guiana is by far the 
most expensive to reside in, Trinidad and 
Tobago, are the next in point of dearth ; the 
others somewhat less, but still too dear for 
a small income. 

It might tend to the benefit of the public 
service for all officers to have the means of 
keeping horses in the West Indies, for the 
purpose of exploring and making themselves 
acquainted with the localities and various 
distant points of the Colonies, where they 
are stationed, which they cannot do, in such 
a climate, particularly on foot. 

The people composing the laboring class 
in the British West India Colonies are now 
unquestionably the happiest peasantry in the 
universe ; they never can experience distress 
from want of employment — they can always, 
when in health, earn more than BoScient 
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for their maintecaDce, and in case of sick- 
ness or infirmitj they are piovided for hj 
the charitable institutions — their necessities 
are infinitely fewer than those of correspond- 
ing dasses in Europe — they require no heavy 
or expensive raiment — they need only as 
much firing as will serve to cook their meals, 
and hois de chauffage, or fuel wood, is easily 
procured almost everywhere, with the excep- 
tion perhaps of Barbados, throughout the 
lands of the West Indies ; in fine, if the la- 
borers of that part of the world choose to be 
indi^rions, they could not only maintain, 
but enrich themselves. 
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